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PREFACE. 



None can be more fully aware than the Author of 
this Treatise is himself, how far beyond his strength 
is the office he has here endeavoured to fulfil ; and 
if any intimation had been given from any other 
quarter of an intention of pursuing the object pro- 
posed in it, gladly would he have resigned the task 
to other and abler hands, who might have brought 
learning and eloquence to assist a plain statement 
of the truth. 

But since no such intimation was given, and the 
times pressingly demanded that the attempt should 
be made from some quarter, he thought it better 
that it should be even thus feebly undertaken than 
not at all, in the hope that, perchance, it may excite 
the attention, and awaken the exertions of those who 
are more competent to promote so desirable an end. 

BA8T HORSLBY^ 

Marcht 1829. 
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CHRISTIAN PEACE-OFFERING. 



INTRODUCTORY. 

So scantily has the Christian world adopted dispo- 
sitions answerable to its name, that he who, moved 
by our Lord*s blessing upon " the peace-makers,*' 
shall endeavour to discharge that office, must be 
fain to look for his reward in another life ; and con^ 
tent himself during this with the secret approval of 
his God, and the testimony of a good conscience ; 
since it is very improbable that he will receive any 
return in kind for his labour of love from them for 
whom he undertakes it; obloquy, misrepresentation, 
and reproach, being more likely to be his portion at 
their hands. 

This ungracious return for the kind offices of 
charity, or rather, this thankless rejection of them, 
is shewn by men on almost all occasions. Even in 
every-day afiairs and matters of trivial and transient 
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2 A CHRISTIAN PEACE-OFFERING. 

interest, -when they have become the ground of 
quarrel between neighbours, if a cumtnon friend be 
requested by both parties to act as mediator be- 
tween them, it generally happens, if he keep a 
straight course, that he not only fails of producing 
the reconciliation, but lessens the affection of both 
his former friends. Hence, it is to be expected 
that, in religious differences, in which, if at all, men's 
feelings are wont to be so keenly excited, and their 
passions so fiercely engaged, as almost to preclude 
the hope of any thing like an impartial examination 
of the matter of difference, this same dislike of me<^ 
tion, and uniavourable appreciation of the ofRce and 
person of a peace-maker, will be still more Etrongly 
shewn. It is, therefore, with a mind open to the un- 
graciousness of the office, and thanklessness of the 
labour of a peace-maker, that the writer of the fol- 
lowing pages has undertaken the endeavour, as it is 
expressed in the title-page, of abating the asperities 
of the controversy between the churches of Rome 
^id England. 

But a Christian needs no other inducement to 
perform any task than the promise of his Lord's 
acceptance of it ; and he would be little worthy of 
that honoured name, who, for tlie sake of any worldly 
considerations, should be deterred from doing what 
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lay in him to promote tiic wellare of hU Master's 
hous9, and to furtlicr tlie accomplUhnient of that 
Master's beautiful winh and prayer for all his di>- 
cipleB, " that they may be one." 

It may indeed pcrhapa be said, that aUhough the 
object professed be undeniably good, and accord- 
ing to the truest and purest spirit of Christianity, 
yet the time for proBecuting it is ill chosen ; 
inasmucli as, in addition to the general acrimony 
which embitters all religious controversy, accidental 
circumstances and violent men have inflamed tiie 
two sides, between whom it is sought to mediate, 
into such virulence of party-spirit that all reason 
is well-nigh lost sight of; so tliat moderation in 
favour of one's own side is counted for treachery, 
and hnpartialily voted to be open hostility ; and 
unless a man will go to the utmost extreme of 
the bitter and implacable feelings which the leaders 
of his party exhibil, lie is meanly thought of as 
a favourer of the other side. In answer to this it 
may be observed, that the more violent and out- 
ri^OUB the two parties or their lay leaders may be, 
the more incumbent is it upon the ministers of re- 
ligion on each side, instead of swimming with the 
current of men's uncliaritable and hostile feelings, 
tempUng to impel and increase their force by 



4 A CHRISTIAN PEACE-OFFERING. 

aggravating speeche? and mutual recrimination — as 
some unhappily have done^ and others are called 
upon to do, or abused for not doing — to step for- 
ward in their true character of ambassadors of the 
Prince of Peace ; and, through evil report and good 
report, to endeavour to stem that current, and allay 
its violence, and try if it be not possible so to calm 
the several torrents, and to remove the obstruc- 
tions which part them, that they may at. length 
unite and expand together in one tranquil sea o( 
universal love and Christian charity. 

Such will hereafter be the condition of all those^ 
of whatever party, who shall in the next life be 
found worthy to receive an inheritance in the kingr 
dom all Christians aspire to ; where, we are very 
sure, ^^ all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and 
clamour, and evil-speaking," will find np place. 
Therefore it behoves all who are in earnest about 
obtaining that kingdom, to remove far from thein^ 
in this present life, all those things which cannot 
obtain admittance there, and will only binder the 
entrance of such as indulge in them ; and to cul- 
tivate to the very utmost that truth will admit of^ 
" the things which make for" that " peace," which 
must be begun in this life, by such^ at least, as 
are anxious to partake of it in the next. 
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For promoting so desirable an end, perhaps no 
likelier method can be named than the making (if 
such a thing be possible) a fair and dispassionate 
inquiry into the principal points of difference be- 
tween the two Churches : not in the spirit of parti- 
sanship on either side, — which must preclude all 
hop^of rikM>nciliadon; still less, in the spirit of in- 
difieirence to the truth ; but with the humility and 
chariig^, which catholic Christianity requires. And 
in so doing we should practise the rule of humility 
whidi-St. Paul has :^ven, ^^ in lowliness of mind, 
let eadb esteem otipbr better than themselves ;' and, 
therefore, be anxious to observe, and willing to ac- 
knowledge, all points, if any such there be, in which 
our opponents excel us ; while, with regard to our- 
selves, we should be also ready to acknowledge our 
own defects and weak points, when they can be shewn 
to exist, according to that rule of our blessed Foun- 
der concerning the mote in our brother's eye and the 
beam in our own. These are the rules which have 
been left by the Spirit of God for the guidance of 
individuals : and as nations and churches are but 
aggregates of individuals, if things were as they 
should be, it is very certain that these rules should 
be for their guidance also. If it be objected that, 
although, to be sure, provided our opponents would 
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6 A CHRISTIAN PEACE-OFFEHING. 

agree to act on the same rules, it would certainly 
be right to follow them, yet that to do it ourselves, 
without being sure of a return, would be playing 
our adversary's game, and merely harm our own 
cause ; let it be replied, in the first place, that the ruJea 
of the Gospel are not conditional, but absolute 
and imperative. It is not said that we are to cast 
out the beam out of our own eye, if our brother 
will agree to do the same by his ; nor that we are to 
esteem others better than ourselves, if they will 
agree to esteem us so; but the commandment is 
positive, and we are to perform it at all eventSf 
leaving Ike issue to God, Let it be further <rt»- 
served, that such an objection argues a want of 
faith in God, as thougli He could not, or would 
not, protect those who, without niggardly conside- 
ration of their own interest, are willing to do what 
he appoints : while, to act according to the rules 
above mentioned, though it savour little of the wis- 
dom of this world, is in strict accordance with that 
"wisdom which descendeth from above," whereby 
we know that " the Most High ruleth in the king- 
dom of men," and that " atl things work together 
for good to them" that obey him ; and that there- 
fore it is impossible, that any prejudice can arise 
to the real interests of any person, church, or nation, 
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from tlieir being willing to conduct themselves; 
even towards their cnemieB, (if the KomAii CutholicB 
are to be accounted such,) by tlie strictest rules of 
Christianity. Moreover, to act according to the 
spirit of the supposed objection, would be to :<hut 
the door for ever to all hopeg of a reconciliation : an 
end which few or none, will dure to aflirm they wish 
for, provided a reconciliation be practicable. 

If, then, the first step must be taken by one of 
tite two parties, by which c»n it most properly be 
taken I Surely by that which has such ample reusoa 
for believing itself in tlie right; and wliich there- 
fore can more easily ofibrd (if the expression be 
allowed) to make the Grat attempt: and tier attempt 
ia the more likely to be attended with a favourable 
result,- since, for the injured party (and such the 
Church of England has reason to consider heraelf ) 
to shew such kindness in feeling, in word, and deed, 
toWiu'd the ottier, is the truest and most Christian 
method, according to the holy Gospel, to shame 
Uie other out of her unkindneas, and so to " over- 
come evil with good." 

The plan intended to be adopted in the follow- 
ing pages, is to moke a fair and impartial examina- 
tion (so for as an examination by one whose mind 
p on the subject can be imjiartial) of what 
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S A CHKISTIAN FEACE-OFFEBING. 

the Church of England considers herself justified in 
esteeming the errors of the Church of Rome : not 
for the purpose of making them out to be more nu- 
merous, or more heinous than they really are — a 
purpose as contrary to the truth as it is to the 
charity ofreligion, which however the partizan writers 
on the Protestant side seem too often to propose to 
diemselves, — but, on the contrary, for the purpose 
of looking at them in the most favourable light that 
truth will permit ; and considering, whether what can 
iairly be advanced in their favour, is or is not suffi- 
cient, to justify a pious and enlightened Christian, 
who has been educated in that Church, in conscienti- 
ously maintaining them ; and therefore su0icient to 
prevent them from being, though errors, prejudicial 
to the salvation of such a person. A fewoflliepower- 
ful and convincing reasons which weigh with the 
Church of England to consider them as errors, will 
at the same time be briefly mentioned : briefly, be- 
cause this work ia not intended to prove the Roman 
Catholics to be in the wrong, a point on which the 
members of the Church of England, for whom it is 
chiefly designed, need not to be convinced, or, if they 
need, may draw their conviction from the works of 
abler pens ; but it is written with the hope of shewing, 
, that though their Church be in error, her errorsA 



, tbat tbougti tneu' t-liurch be in error, her errors.a{S^_ 
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not necessarily prejudicial to the salvation of her 
memb^p^; and that therefore they who maintain 
them are not to be shunned^ as is too much the pre* 
vailing feelings Uke walking plagues^ but are to be 
considered as our brethren, the sons of our elder 
sister in Christ, though she be in error { and that 
we are not only warranted, but also bound, for 
the love of Christ, and for the sake of his Church, 
to ofier them the right hand of fellowship, in the 
hope of their accepting it; or to accept it ourselves, 
should they, by the grace of God, be moved to offer 
it : thus lending our hearty endeavour, like the holy 
Apostles in the case of the schism in the matter of 
circumcision, to close up and heal one of the largest 
and most hurtful wounds which the body of Christ. 
has ever received. 
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SECTION I. 



ON TRAl7SUB6TANTIAT10]ff« 



To begin, then, \rit^ that which, in the eyes> of the 
generality of the members of the Church of England, 
(if judgment may be formed from wiiting8,^and eon- 
versation^ and oaths) is the head and front of the 
offences of their Roman Cidholic brethren, the doc- 
trine of transubstantiation ; let us examine whether 
any, and what arguments can be advanced in* its 
defence, either from Scripture or any other quarter, 
sufficient to satisfy the mind of a conscientiouB per- 
son educated in that belief, and to persuade famt to 
maintain it. 

Here let it be considered, what, in the opinion of 
the Church of England, is the error of the Church 
of Rome concerning this matter. For it is not that 
she holds the real presence of Christ in the Sacra- 
ment. This not only does the Churcb of England 
maintain likewise ^ as is manifest from her 'Cate- 
chism and Eucharistic service, and her daughters of 
Scotland ' and America also ' ; but it was supported 
by the chief of the Continental Reformers, Bucer^ 



A niRIRTIAN PEACE-OrPERINU. Ill 

and Celriii' upholiting it, and Luther and MoUn^ 
thon " goinf; beyond it ; nnd indeed in mainlainod by 
every branch of the Church of Chrixt with the excep- 
tion of the C(dvtniHt« who, having departed from 
the tenets of their founder on tliis head, have odupt' 
ed thoie of Zuinglius. And not only does the 
whole Catholic Church (using thut term in its ori- 
^nal application) maintain thiN beliof at the presoni 
time, in which case it might lie charged with intro- 
ducing new doctrines; but even the deniers of the 
refel presence ate forced to ncknowlcdgc, that up to 
the beginning of the ninth century " It had been 
hithgrto the unanimous opinion of the Churcli, thai 
the boily and blood of Christ were administered to 
those who received the Sacrament of the Lord's 
■upper, and tliat they were conRG(|uenlly present at 
that holy institution V But the error of the C'luircb 
of Borne, in the opinion of that of England, conMists 
in tills, that, seeking to be wino above what is writ- 
ten, the liHH attempted to explain what Christ con- 
cealed under n myittery, namely, the manner of his 
presence: and in doing this, Kithough she has in- 
deed made out a itanding miracle, if her account be 
true, she has destroyed the mystery ; and the con- 
Boqucncc of her error has Ijoen to bring her membera 
■ttoat into the peril of idolatry. 
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12 A CHRISTIAN PEACE-OFFERING. 

But then, in defence of this error, to the satia- 
faetion of one who, having been brought up in it, 
will necesBarily enter into an examination of ita 
merits with the prejudices of education in its favour, 
may be urged, 1st, The general reception of this 
doctrine : since that which has the greater number 
of voices in its behalf, will at least have the appear- 
ance of being right; and it is certain that the Greek ' 
and Roman Churches, which both maintain this 
tenet, outnumber all the rest of Christendom. 
2dly, Its antiquity ; for that will necessarily have a 
probability in its favour, which has been for many 
ages established ; as this has been in the Church 
of Rome : and although it be proved, according to 
a Protestant's view, beyond all question, that this 
doctrine, as now maintained in the Church of Rome,- 
was never heard of until Paschasius Radbert 
broached it in the ninth century, nor was ever adopts 
ed as the doctrine of the Church of Rome till the 
time of Nicholas the First, about 870, — yet, Sdly, 
The expressions of some of the early and soundest 
writers of the Church of Christ are such as may 
well cozen and persuade one, who is a fancier of the 
doctrine, that they also maintained it. For although 
they generally use other expressions upon the sub- 
ject, which tend to shew that they meant do more 
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than the Church of England at this day holds, 
namely, Christ's Sacramental presence for spiri- 
tual purposes, yet it must be OHifessed, that some 
of them at first sight, seem to want these quali- 
fying phrases. Of this it will be sufficient to give 
for an instance that well-known passage of Justin 
Martyr (who flourished A.D. 140) in his first Apo- 
logy, §. 66. where he thus writes " We do not receive 
it as common bread or common drink (Trojica) : but 
in like manner as Jesus Christ our Saviour was 
made flesh by the word of God, and took upon him 
our flesh and blood, so we have been taught that 
this food (rpo^Tjv) for which thanks have been 
given by prayer in his words, and by which, through 
change, our blood and flesh are nourished, is the flesh 
and blood of the incarnate Jesus," If, lastly, to 
these be added the words of institution, especially as 
they standin St. Matthew and St. Mark, which when 
unexplained give a countenance to the doctrine : — 
and the passage of St. John vi. (for although it be 
urged by Protestants that the sentence of our Lord in 
ver. 63. of that chapter was meant in explanation, and 
to do away the literal acceptation of ver. 53., yet it 
may be said against this, thait it is certain the ex- 
planation was so little understood to do away the 
literal acceptation, that many of the disciples in con- 
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sequence " went back and walked no more witli 
him,") there will be in these things arguments and 
persuasions enough to convince any one, who wishes 
to be convinced, of the trutli of the Roman Catholic 
doctrine: and although not enough to justify hfan 
from a charge of partial view, because all these if 
weighed impartially will fail of producing such a con- 
viction, yet surely enough to obtain a charitable 
sentence and feehng for him, from his Christian 
brethren who may differ in opinion with him ; since 
it thus becomea, in those who have been educated in 
it, an error of prejudice and judgment, and iwt of 
will and intention. 

As concerns the charge of idolatry, which on 
Bccount of their doctrine and practice in this mat- 
ter, is aometiraes, nay frequently, brought against 
the Romanists by the Protestants, so that an oath 
abjuring such idolatry is required from the mem- 

Ibers of both the houses of legislature, it may with 
^tli be affirmed, that to make such an assertion is 
to beg the matter in question. For if Christ be in 
diat Sacrament in tlie manner in which the Ro- 
laanlBts affirm, that is, substantially and not sacra- 
mentally, corporally and not mystically, which they 
be^eve, being conscientiously persuaded that his 
Vords oblige them to that belief; then is it no ido> 
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latry to worsbi]^.^ bim in the Samrament. For H 
is certain^ that let God assume what fonn he pleasei 
if we have hk scripture wammt to assure us of his 
haying done so^ (which they affirm and believe that 
they have) he is to be worshipped in or under that 
form* If this be not so, dnd it be said that it rnuit 
still be idolatry, for that it is worshipping a pieee of 
bread; then will it be hard to say how the Apos* 
ties and disciples of our Lord, who worshipped \aisi 
in the fcHin of a man, can be excosed fronr the same 
charge. Fur it may be said, that this was idolatryi 
as it was worshippiing a human being ; bnt this^ was 
not what they did ; for it was not the man they 
worshipped, but the God united to the main and in 
his form. So neither do the Romanists worship the 
breach since in their fanciful theory they imagine that 
it no longer exists, but the incamote^God whom 
they believe to be corporally present in, or under, 
the shape and accidents of bread. 

Therrfore whether or no this be idolatry, must'de- 
peftd upon the* seiise in which our Lord used his 
W<H:di»; (and tibia, as it has been matter of dispute in 
the' Cbtircb of Christ for a thousand years, it will be 
safest to leave to his decision hereafter;) at all e^iltd 
however, it is not in: them idolatry of intentic«i, nor 




16 A CHRISTIAN PEACE-OPFERINO. 

can we be warranted in truth or charity in condemn- 
ing them as guihy of idolatry. 

But the writer is not concerned to undertake a 
defence of a doctrine, which he believes to be erro-, 
neousj further than to shew that there are reasons . 
and arguments, some of them from Scripture itself, 
to be advanced in its behalf, sufficient in his opinion 
conscientiously to confirm one who examines it with 
the natural prejudices of education in its favour: 
and, therefore, sufficient to acquit him, as far as ttus 
point, of the charge of apostacy from Christ, and 
to save him from the guilt of idolatry. 

Having, it is hoped, shewn this ; let some of the 
weighty arguments which influence the Church o! 
England to withhold her assent to the doctrine, and 
to pronounce it erroneous, be briefly considered. 
Here, witli regard to an argument, of which too in- 
considerate a use has been made, namely, that the 
thing is impossible, and contrary to reason and 
sense, it is to be observed, that the force of this ar- 
gument depends entirely on the detei-mination of the 
question, whether or no Christ meant his words 
to he understood in tlie sense in which the Ro- 
xoanists receive them : for if he did, then reason 
must bow to revelation, and sense give place to faith. 
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But if it cannot, as we affirm, and many on their 
side admit, be proved that he necessarily did so, and 
his words may be otherwise explained, then are we 
not only warranted, but bound to understand them, 
in such a way as that they shall not contradict the 
verdict of the two instruments he has himself given 
us, and has himself appealed to, for judging of the 
truth of his doctrines. Not therefore to dwell upon 
this at present, let it be remarked — 

1st. Concerning the argument from idolatry, that 
although the Church of England is not warranted, 
considering all the circumstances of the case, and 
the arguments on the matter, to condemn the Church 
of Rome as idolatrous on account of it, yet she may, 
both in charity and truth, affirm, nor can it be denied, 
that the Church of Rome brings her members, by this 
doctrine, at least within peril of idolatry. For if 
her interpretation of our Lord's words is wrong — 
and the most she can adduce in behalf of it only 
amounts to a probability, it matters not how great, 
so long as it is not positive proof, that she is right — 
if it be wrong ; and our Lord be not substantially and 
miraculously in the bread, but only sacramentally 
and mystically, to all spiritual purposes and effects 
and benefits ; then is the adoration of the Host 
actual idolatry ; and although it be not intentionally 
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SO with the Romanists, because they have what dfey 
deem a scriptural belief, authorizing and obliging 
them to that adoration ; wherefore it is to be hoped 
that, if they are mistaken, stili the want of the inten- 
tion will save them harmless, both from the sin, and 
from its penalty ; yet it will still be actual and 
positive idolatry. Considering therefore the great- 
ness of this sin, the Church of England has acted 
with a mother's caution in withholding her assent 
from a doctrine, the practice consequent where- 
upon would bring her sons within peril of that sin ; 
withholding it at least, till such time as she or they 
can be convinced, that the words of the institutioit, 
and the other passages of Scripture relating to it, 
not only may possibly bear such a construction 
as the Romanists put upon them — for that is not 
enough, and a mere possibility or probabiliqr of 
being right is not a sufficient warrant in prudence 
for a man to place himself within hazard of so 
great a sin — but that they do certainly and of 
necessity bear it. Now, 

' 2dly. By the candid confession of a great many, 

*eVen of tlieir own side, the doctrine of transubstan- 

ISation cannot be proved to be a necessary inference 

%om Scripture alone. They who have made this 

tedgment are not persons of doubl&I 
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loent tot 4be Chureb of Romei nor yet ao insignificant 
(NT. ignoraatf that their testimony should have no 
weight ; but they rank among her highest dignitaries, 
her most devoted adherents, her most learned and 
emin^t men : Cajetan '% Cardinal de Sanctorio } 
Fisher *^ Cardinal of Rochester; J. de Al]aco*% 
Cardinal of Cambray : the iamous schoolmen, Jo* 
hannes Duns Scotus *', and Gabriel Biel ^* ; 
Mekhior Canus, Bishop of the Canaries ^'| 
Oeham and Bassolis, as cited by the learned Bishop 
Taylor '", in his valuable treatise on the suljject* 
The correctness of the judgment of these great 
men, and 9f the Church of England, whose opinion 
they so far confirm, does indeed seem to be most 
clearly established by the passages of Scripture; 
since they not only admit of, but themselves sug*' 
gest and guide us to, the acceptation the Church of 
England puts upon them. For the doctrhie of trail* 
substantiation rests upon the literal understanding of 
the words used by our Saviour: and if it be not ne- 
cessarily true of both the elements, then is it so of 
neither; it being beyond all question, that both 
stand in the same predicament. Now it is not ne- 
cessarily true of the wine ; for if the letter be ser- 
vilely adhered to, Christ, according to two of the 
sacred vrriters, did not affirm the wine to bahii 
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blood, but the cup to be the New Testament ; ot 
which, what sense they will make who stand for 
the strictneas of the letter, it is for themselves to 
say. But the mere fact, that the wine, after con- 
secration, WOE still called by him the fruit of the 
«ne, and the bread by St, Paul still called bread, 
leads us to consider these expressions as limits or 
safeguards afforded by the prescience of the Holy 
Spirit, against such an interpretation as the Roman- 
ists have made ; and these expressions shew in what 
sense the words are to be understood, and Cliriet's 
presence believed in ; that is, tiuly indeed, but mys- 
tically ; really, indeed, but sacramentally, and for 
E^iritual purposes. 

They who have maintained the Scripture warrant 
for the doctrine of transubstantiation, have naturally 
urged the 6th chapter of St. John, as the pldnest 
and most forcible proof of its truth. But whether 
this passage relates even at all to the Sacrament, 
has been a subject of dispute, not between the En- 
glish and Romish Churches, but between learned 
and eminent men among the Romanists themselveB^ 
numbers of them denying it altogether, as J. Ragu- 
and Cajetan ", and Jansenius ", and the 
lers cited in Bisliop Taylor's work. Admitting 
iwever that it does relate to the Sacrament yet 



men^ yet \ 



here, if .ever^. caxe seems to have been taken by 
our Lord himselfj in verse 63, to prevent the literal 
and carnal understanding of bis words, and to 
point out their spiritual sense and purpose : and the 
fact of many of his disciples failing to understand 
his explanation, is no more a proof that he did not 
mean it for such, than their literal application of his 
speech about rebuilding the temple, is a proof that 
he did not mean the temple of his body. 

The conviction and belief moreover, that our 
Lord intended this verse as a caution to restrain 
his followers from the literal and carnal meaning- 
wbich.the Church of Rome puts upon his words> 
is not a conviction and belief adopted by the Churcli^ 
of England merely as a defence of her interpreta- 
tion ; but the most famous and illustrious of the 
early fathers, to whose authority, when it favoiu*s 
them, the Romanists triumphantly refer, have re^ 
c€;jlved aqd adopted the ^ame ; . a$ Tertullian % ^ 
Ojcigen ",\Vmbrose **, Athanasius *, and Theo^ 
phylact?*. 

U we err then, we %t all events err in good 
con^papyj ^d feave 8«ffi«ieatwamu.tfor our error. • 
to entitle us to a charitable sentence at the hands 
of thpse who differ from us. If we are heretics, 
and worthy of, excommunication on account of our 



^ 
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belief in this matter, as some of the violent and 
hot-headed of their party would declare, why then 
BO are Origen, and Tertuliian, and Theophylact, 
and Alhanasius, and. Ambrose. If any are pre- 
pared to say so, let them do it ; and if they wiD 
^ply this sentence to all the ancient fathers who 
hold not their doctrineB, it will quickly be seen, 
that the title Catholic, as far as they assert it to 
depend upon the universal reception of their doc- 
trines, must be given up. But if these good 
and worthy fathers are to be considered sound 
members of the Church Catholic, notwithstanding 
their opinion in this matter, why then so are we ; 
and every candid person among our opponents, 
must allow it to be a breach of consistency and 
Christian charity to deny this. 

Here is the place for the argument irom sense 
iind reason ; for if we have sufficient reason from 
Scripture, supported also by the testimony of the 
most pious and learned among the ancient fathers, 
to conclude that the literal and carnal sense of our 
Lord's words was not what he himself designed, 
Twt that they are to be understood with interpre- 
tation ; then is it cert^n and undeniable, that the 
interpretation should be agreeable to our reason, 
md not contradict the evidence of our senaes; 
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and that we should not, without express warrant 
from biu, explain them in hucIi a way, as not only 
is utterly iiicoasiatent with these fucultica, but occa- 
sions tlie necessity of a daily miracle, invisible, and 
so to no purpose, and aUo brings us within the |>eril 
of idolatry, if the interi>i'etation happen to be wrong. 

Let not tlie Romanists aay that we uf the Church 
of England would limit God'e power by our reason. 
Let them shew us God's wnirunt cunimanding lu 
to believe that his power is exerted in the way they 
affirm ; and we will bow to it at once. Nor let them 
say that we deny his word by our cx{iliiuution : we 
receive thut word as truly iii tliemselvea ; only we 
do not think ourselves bound, but rather forbidden, 
to tuulerstand his words in a sense which carries 
a seeming contradiction to itself, and wliich brings 
those who act upon it into the sin of idolatry, should 
their undemtanding be mintaken. Nor, 

Sdly. Will the arguments drawn from antiquity, 
and the autliority of the fathers, (which bear in- 
deed a fair appearance) any more avail them, if care- 
fully searched iiitu, than that from Scripture. For, 
although some of these ancient writers do seemingly 
want the qualitication which otliers atford, to their 
high phrases and expressions ; yet, if tliey h^ duly 
-WBi|^^, this appearance will ceaae. 



^ 
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For instance^ few can express themselves more ap- 
parently in favour of transubstantiation than St 
Ignatius ^^ the companion and disciple of St 
John, who speaking, in his Epistle to the Churdi 
of Smyrna, )• vii. against certain schismatics, oIh 
jects against them, that ^^ they abstain from the 
Holy Eucharist, because they confess it not to be 
the flesh of our Saviour, Jesus Christ;" yet the 
same writer, speaking of the Sacrament elsewhere, 
£p. Ephes. §. V. ^, styles it the bread of God : 
and again, ibid. ). xx. ^, bread. He then is not 
really with the Romanists, but against them : for 
he acknowledges it to be bread, which they deny ; 
but styles it, though bread, still the flesh of our 
Lord Jesiis Christ, that is, sacramentally, and to 
spiritual purposes, which the Church of England 
equally maintains. 

In like manner, that most forcible passage of Jus- 
tin Martyr **, cited above ; though at first it may 
seem to favour the Romanists, will not so appear if 
carefully tried. For what does he say ? — that the 
elements, after consecration, cease to be bread and 
wine ? No such thing. What then ? That they 
cease to be common bread and common drink : and 
so says the Church of England. Does he say more ? 
Yes : that they become the flesh and blood of the 
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incarnate JeauK : and so says the Church of Eng- 
land — but sacr amenta I ly ho. For ahe teaches that, 
by means of those elementH, the body and blood of 
Christ are (mystically, indeed ; and, therefore, as it 
ia a mystery, it boots not to enquire how, since, 
as long as it is a mystery, that must be inexplicable) 
but verily and indeed taken and received by the 
taithful. The Church of England, therefore, says 
as much as .Justin Martyr; (he Church of Rome is 
not satisfied with that, but says more. 

To instance in one more case, (and if any one wishes 
for others, he will find them in Mr. Faber's Difficul- 
ties of Romanism) no one of the early fathers is ap- 
pealed to with more confidence by the Romanists, 
than Cyril " of Jerusalem: yet he himself ex- 
plains his own view of his doctrine, in words 
which the Church of England would be content to 
use to explain her own. " Let us partake," he 
writes, " of the body and blood of Christ; for under 
the type of bread his body is given lo thee, and 
under the type of ^vine his blood is given to thee." 
Hod the Church of Rome followed this excellent 
father's advice, and, content with believing, as the 
Church of England does, the presence of Christ in 
the Sacrament according to his words, forborne to 
e into or define the manner of that presence ; 
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M the scandal and ruin of souls, by reason ^of the 
schisms and divisions and persecutions, which have 
arisen in consequence of her preposterous defiftitko, 
would have been avoided. For thus be wriCft, 
'^ Firmam fidem mysteriis adhibentes, nunquam in 
tarn sublimibus rebus illud quomodo aut cogitemiis 
aut proferamus **." 

4thly, and lastly. The argument in favovor ^ 
transubstantiation, from the antiquity of die doe- 
trine, will bear no scrutiny; it being ascertained 
that, up to the fourth council of Lateran, in ISlfi, 
the belief in it was not required as necessary by 
the Church of Rome, the ^^ quomodo" having till 
that time been left to every person's conjecture, as 
Tonstal, Bishop of Durham '*, and oAers, ill- 
ness ^ : all that was before required b^ng, (whfitihe 
Church of England still requires, ^ belief* that 
Christ, in the Sacrament, gives to the faitlrful ^bis 
bo4y and his blood. *' He that bdieveth not^ts,** 
as Jeremy Taylor ^ observes in the true and itti- 
cient spirit of Catholic Christianity, "is nota Chris- 
tian; and he that believeth so much, needs not to 
enquire further, nor to entangle his faith, by disbe- 
lieving his sense." 

More has been ^aid on this point than was M first 
intended : because the belief or disbelief of transub- 



•teotiftlion bfliving^ from Lord Cobbam's days, been 
the shibboleth of the two Churches, which it still 
oofttumefii ajod the touchstone on both sides to try a 
Bian's adherence to one Church or tlie otheri it has 
beieniiiade by both of higher moment Uian it really 
is, .and a greater want of charity has been shewn 
upon it, than, perhaps, on any other article of differ- 
ence : Ibr the belief of it has been considered by one 
Church, and the disbelief of it by the other, as more 
essentially necessary to salvation, than either can 
Jbe proved to be by Scripture, or was ever thought 
io be before the decree of the fourth council of 
Iiateran^ previous to which, that is, for 1200 years 
and ttpwards, the manner of the Presence was left 
open to every one's judgment ; all that was required 
being the belief of the fact. 

To this ancient and catholic consideration of the 
question it would be well if both Churches would 
Mllim : and indeed the Church of England, in her 
lAiwrgifi has done so ; and has expressed herself 
in :the eucharistic service in such a manner, that 
we imd the Roman Catholics may communicate 
together, without ground for offence to cither; 
such being the professed intention of Queen Eliza- 
bethi and of those who, in her time, arranged 

c 2 
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the English service. And, happily, in tnis^view at 
least, the Declaration against -Traiisubstanna^n 
heretofore appointed to be taken by tTie^Tttemofers of 
both Houses of Parliament, arid whicti seemea to 
many persons, whether justly or no' it inaittershos 
to be conbary to the temper of thek!Jhurch of lEng- 
land, and to savour a little of that p^i^se^^irig^sginf, 
of which, when directed against themseltes, ine Mem- 
bers of oiir Church so loudly and justly Co^'jHaiA:)^^ 
has been repealed. Let our Clergy alstf r<^mi^ihlSer 
the example of their Church, and, coiitentWltlf %!(& 
gently instructing the flocks committed' ta''tii^ 
charge in what We consider the true belief ccrd^f^ 
ing the presencie of our Lord in the Slcrratifeht/^itit 
defending that belief (an easy task) whdn attiidtei!^ 
forbear to copy the worst spirit of the - Rottidli 
Church, l^ denouncing and anathefliatizinig Titt' 
members as guilty of wilful idolatry. ^ >-• li* 

For, although it may be said, that, as tlie GhtbHeh 
of Rome was the first to begin it, whidh-is^ faii^ 
niable, she should be the first to retract it, and that 
when she does so on her part, we will on ours, 
but that we cannot be expected to do it before ; it 
may be averred, that however sound an argument 
this may be in the world, it is an unsound one in 
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Christianity : my neighbour's injustice to me is no 
warrant for my requiting him in kind. That body 
then, whifb thinks itself most pure in Christianity, 
migr well affi>rd to p^e this proof of its purity and 
Christian spirit, by being the first to shew.their obe- 
dience, to the Apostle, in not recompensing evil for 
^yilj^ but repaying good rather. For this, according 
to Sjcripture, is the surest way of overcoming evil : 
9n4 when in, Qod's good time he shall, as all true 
Catholics must wish, and should pray, and have 
ef^eij reason to expect that he will, move the hearts 
of the. Romanists and of the English to a recon^ 
dliation, this pure conduct c^the Church of England 
would doubtless have its weight, and influence the 
others to imitate it Thus will the breach in our 
Jilaster's house be bound up ; and our hands on all 
fi^ will be strengthened, — for " vis unitafortior,"— » 
in defence of those essential and fundamental doc« 
trines, which we hold in common, against the arts 
imd attacks of their secret and open enemies. 
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SECTION IL 

ox COBOfUXION IK ONE KIND. 



WiLUN&LT and gladly would the writeir of these 
pages, from motives of Christian charity, advance ih 
b^alf of this pfaetice of the Chnrdi of Bom^ any 
arguments, which could even by qpeciousnefls and 
plausibility seem to warrant her init^ ot<x>uld Jielp 
to screen it from the absolute condenmatkm -^wlud) 
h appears to him to deserve. Buthehaslook^&i^ 
them in vain* All the arguments, wludi amj^ te 
brought forward in support, at least apparenlljF^ of 
most of the other doctrines of that Church, from an- 
tiquity, general usage, the authority of the FadMtfti 
or a text of Scripture, &il in this case: and it stands 
a groundless, gratuitous, and presumptuous enm^ 
Not. the slightest xx>lour can be brought miU 
favour, from the words of Scripture, as the Romanists 
themselves at the Council of Constance were forced 
to confess : the authority of the Primitive Church 
is against them, as that council acknowledges^: 
the authority of their own Popes is against them, 
as Qelasius^ writes, " Aut Integra saoramenta per- 



cipiant aut ab integris arceantur ; quia divisio unius 
et cjusdem mysterii sine grandi sacrilegio non po- 
test perveniri :" and even Paschasius Radbert, who 
invented the doctrine of transubstantiatlon, plainly 
declares that neither the flesh without the bloody nor 
the blood without the flesh is rightly communicatedy 
bACaufie tbe- Apostles all of them drank of the 
CbaUbe^. 

^..Moreoveri sa far are they from having general 
HMgrin: their fiivour^ that there is not one of the 
QQOieiitLiturgiesi whether that of St John Chry^ 
Boatomui'use in. the Ghreek Church, that styled of 
fiLuJaoon in the Syrian Churches, nor that moat 
•Doient md puvest of all called the Clementine in 
tlie 'Apostolical Constitutions, nor St« Mark's, nor 
St Basil's,: nor St Cyril's^ but from one and all of 
diettQ k is certain that, in all the Churches where 
ibmyhm^ been used, and thereibfe in all the 
^nmEhes of the Church Catholic^ except that of 
Rome, communion has always been administered in 
bediiJcihds: and although the modem Greeks^ 
hWB SO far altered the ancient custom as to blend 
both hi one, by^ dipping the bread into the cup pre*- 
Vious to administration; yet by that very act they 
•deolalethe necessity of communicating in the blood, 
wwtil a« in the body of our Lord. The Church 
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of Rome then in tbiB matter is singular and 
matical. 

The only sort of an argument which they 
to advance in favour of their custom, is so lar fmn 
being one, that it is but an aggi-avation of their error. 
For their plea is, the fear lest any of the conse- 
crated wine should be spilled in the admimsteiing 
it, as Bellarmine speaks of the fear of its atickii^ 
to the laymen's beards*. "VHiat is this but to say, 
that they, forsootli, are more jealous of their Ma3> 
ter's honour, than himself? they know better what 
tends to it than himself? that what he has ap> 
pointed is injudicious and prejudicial, and not to be 
observed? But well would they do to consider the 
question which Samuel put to Saul, when, itnder 
pretence of honouring the Lord, he disobeyed hia 
commands : " Hath the Lord as great deUgbt in 
burnt-offerings and sacrifices as in obeying tlie voice 

tof the Lord ? Behold to obey is better than sacri- 
fice, and to hearken than the fat of rams." 
Let members of the Church of Rome, if this book 
should perchance fall into the hands of any such, 
be assured that it is not in the spirit of triumph, 
inuch less of enmity, that this point has been insisted 
on. Far different are the feehngs of the writer ; it 
J8 with sorrow, not with joy, with pain and vex- 



« 

^F^6lii^ ^He i^^cedio s^ a branch of the Church 
Catholic which, notwithstai>dii^ all her pecuUari- 
Qet^'kni diMrs; fae not only acknowledges but vene^ 
fikCeft as' a ttae branch, entangled in such a cause- 
le^'sHnddfensible, and presumptuous error* If there 
W^in: &e sober and pious members of that Church, 
bbe^ipiA of tfiJat Catholic spirit, which he. would 
fittn^befiere abounds among them; if there be. one 
htsieiy or sincere wish that the wound in Christ!s 
IfeAf were healed ; let them give an earnest or token 
cd^tliat'wi^ b; withdrawing a practice, for which 
they must themselves acknowledge not even a plau- 
sible defence can be set up. Let them do this ; and 
be- asisured that the good work will not go without 
ite reward : it would be hailed with delight and joy 
byaU the sound metnbers of the Church of Eng-- 
Hbid; who with -outstretched arms would welcome 
every step of her loved and estranged, but ve^ierated 
sistlsr, which should be the means of drawing to-^ 
gether those, who have been too long and too yi>- 
hkppfy Separated. 
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SECTION III. 

ON PRAYERS IN AN UNKNOWN TONGUE, AND THE 

vet OF IMAGES. ' *i 



-I 



Th£re are two other points of practice in th^ Cteif^ 
of' Rome, which, allhough less mon^rtrtfns axidp^ 
sumptuous than the last, seem to ' M equally ind^ 
fbnsible, and unworthy of that: iMierable ' b6dy 
They are therefore next considered : in order ihiK 
ijie ainwelcome and unwished-for task of pomHv^ 
eondemnation may the more speedily be got orer'^ 
and the wrker be able to proceed (o oth«ar ^wlnch; 
however erronedushe muk thiiik theAi,^ hav6,'(he^i8 
Drilling and, for ^ sake' of his bl^tiir<dh of^distt 
Church, glad to vsM^ne, at least some^ plausible "def- 
fekkb land excuse.' The two whick^lacfc^^iBiHie, 
ti^, V Reanifafig the Seiiptures^ prayingviaiKiradiiitti^ 
te^ilig die Eticharifit, in a limguage not unde^mtobd 
by the people : Sd, The use of imager/ and th^)d0#t 
of worship and adoration, it matters not under what 
name it is^ couched, whether dulia or hjrperdalia, 
which is paid to them* . .a 

Concerning the first of these, the reading' t^e 
Scriptures, praying, and administering the £tioh|uei8^> 
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in a language not understood by the people: tt it4 
opposed directly to reason, and to Scripture ; Stf 
Paul saying that if there be no one to interpret th^ 
prayers to the people, so that they should undemtaiM 
them, silence is to be kept in the church i* ; and 1 
it has also the testimony of the Primitive Cliurob'4 
ajjainst it, as is undeniable from tJie writings of Orfil 
gen**, Chrysostom *', Austin**, Tlieodorel", Jei 
rome**, and Ambrose". 

Nay of ao late invention is this practice, that up to 
the thirteenth century the custom of the Primitive 
Church, which is still that oi' the Church of ling- 
land, was retained ; and not only wan retained, but 
was acknowledged and ordered by tlie authorities 
of that very Church, with whom it has now fur so 
long a time unhappily fallen into disuse. This U 
plain from the words of the famous Council of Lo- 
teran under Po\>e Innocent III. in liie year 1215. 
" BcCatiie, in most parts, within the snme city and 
diocese, the people of divers tongues are mixed 
together, having under one and the same failh di- 
ver* ceremonies and rites, we straitly charge and 
command, that the bishops of such cities and dio- 
ceses provide men lit, who may celebrate divine aor- 
vice according to the diversity of ceremonies and 
languages**." ■!■ 

C Q 



^ There is no occasion to stop Iieiie to eottsijferkim 
mich at yariance with the CathoHc ^piril^edinttlfiiM 
in this declaration^ is the conduct^ not ' only iglflte 
Church of Rome^ but of the violent of all otheif ^pttH^ 
ties^ who are so fond of making diveisitjr of tlSK^ 
monies a plea for separation and sclnsm: Impf^ 
would it have been for Rome, happy for EiiglaiMd, 
happy for Christianity, had this spirit been ^uslM 
upon ; and happy will it be if ever an agreeiMbtbe 
tnade to return to it. • f< 

^* Such however are some of the.pro(^ which <oin 
be urged agmnst this erroneous practice <of^<tte 
Church of Rome; the testimony of their «wn 
Ch^irch for at least more than 1^00 years, tiiat^^f 
the primitive Church in general, and above aU, dint 
of Scripture itself. The learned and Catholic: Bi« 
i^Op Taylor has put this matter as in a charitable, 
so also in a most forcible manner, when be obseifves 
tihat '^ if the words of the Apostie, and the pi«ctice 
of the primitive Church, the sayings of the Fathens, 
and the consent of wise men among themsdves^^ if 
the consent of nations, and the jMCty of our Ibie- 
fathers ; if right reason, and the necessity of^ the 
thing ; if the needs of the ignorant, and the .;very 
inseparable condition of holy prayers; if the bnirs 
of princes, and the laws of the Church, whicb do^ie<» 



quire all out prayers tu be said by tlivni timt under- 
filaad wluitltiey say; if all tlicsc cuimut pruvuii with 
(he Cliurcii of Romt; to do so mucli ^ood to tlie 
peojile'ti Kouls, aa to cuiibciiL thiit t\wy uboulil under* 
stwul wliat in particulur tlicy we lo usk of (iod ; cer- 
tainly tiieie in great |)i!rlinacity uf oi>iiiioii, and but 
LUUe charity to thmr preuoui' houU fur whunvClurut 
died, mid fur whom tliuy iiiukI give account'^." i 
AgaiiiHl ail tliexe overwlielniinK ai-guiueiits wlut 
can be iidvimced in iWiince of tliw pratlice? in 
dfifencoof it intrulli nothing. I'eiliups in fxtenua- 
tion of the error it may be aiHrmed, tliat the evilii 
consequent upon the practice are not ao great an 
might bg expected : but, granting this to bo uue,^ 
and every person who liiw liad an opijiiriuiiily of 
observing the devout and reverent behaviour of 
tiia memlierH of tlic Uoniish Communion in dieir 
Cburchee, will probably Iw willing to allow it,— yet 
what doea it amount lo ? 'I'liat <jo<l'a care lor the 
congregniiona in grcuter than thiit of liioae to whom 
lie baa committed them ; and that he wiitclieit over 
tbemt to defeat the evil which would naturally result 
from the conduct of their responsible guardiaua. 

It IB but on ill sample of Cliriatiiui cliurity in one 
pol-ty, and but a poor encouragement to it in tlie 
fc.to; introduce ilLnqniee jntQ teligioua conuo* 
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venyror to impute ill motives, whi^di aone but<3dd 
can oectAinly read. The goldeii'nile;i» rather terbe 
tolOfimeA'f and we are boundi 'wheBev^:«vie <ottl^*tv 
{^ve: i>ther»y however muck in error ivi^ may 'oow 
ceive them to be^ that credit, whiehtwe<;diiiikit kaiA 
tl^t they should deny to ouraelvea^ Ibr night tnotitM 
dxni honest intentions. Let this be done in- the pto* 
sejot Case : and let us suppose that tfaetnotives mbidi 
weigh with, the Roman Church so pertinacioiiri^ 
to iBa^tain.this custom, are not only, the ttttadi* 
ivi/^ni tP wh^t is established, a feeling which wi^iti 
c^rt^in limits is highly to be praised, and is a^^afis* 
guaxd. of religion, nor merely that perverseaesariof 
spiriti which an ungenerous and vitupa^tive b^i^ 
tUity-n^ver fails to engender, and which they who 
a^e senspihle of human weakness and human paasiwi 
^an botjb understand, and pity, and pardon : hut 
i{^t ;^bey haye higlier motives^. and have peisuaded 
themselves that they are thus fnromoting piety^ *, For 
tfa^ C9ri:eQtness of which belief they may appeal to 
the great devotion displayed by their congregationa; 
If hi(^, .generally speaking, may, in appearance ^nt 
lea^t, vie, with that to be eeai in the Churches of die 
i^^rmed. . 3ut let them eonrider^ wbethier^ event 
if^thia be really at!gteat.aa the appearancei (whidi 
f^na well^isuqiasti). it be aet; latfaet fdoiog 



evil that gMd mftjr cMie, to j^oitiiote'it by atttinii 
contrary<to ^e injunction of an inspired Apostl^t 
whether that {Mety can be acceptable to God whkb 
ia iuivancedby crooked irays ? oir if acceptftbl^^H 
them inirhicgai it si'^xdited^ seeing Ibatth^ym^^ely 
foUowitfae dhectkm of their srpiritual guides, whether 
it be.aafe m tike promoters ? and whether the d4- 
vx)tion thus awakened be not rather that ^>blli# 
dares, > than of enlightened sons ? There is, ho^ 
ever, the less need to press t^is point ; inasnmd^ a^ 
they h»fe of themselves abated in a great mesistlM 
the evit of the practice, by publishing, at lesHX -^ 
England, a translation of the service for the us^^ 
their congregations.' Let this relaxation and* dis- 
position to do right be kindly and tfiankfally r€^- 
oeived; and they will perha^, iriifder Ood'i^ guid- 
ance, he led to see, that it will be both safe attd 
l^^table for than to return entirdy to the Mci^ril 
practice of their Church. - • > i 

Sdly. The other jwint of practice*^ which -Wi» 
named as being utterly indefensible^ is theUse of 
images, and the sort of worship atid iM}o^ti(]ini^ it 
matters not under what name it is c6tfdied,^ tA^ 
ther ddia or hyperdulia, whicir is ^paid tof' thblril 
Concerning which little need be ssM;' since thai; 
dacton^ evidently- ^Mries-' itl^' cvrfi ' dottdeottHMlbti) 
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on account of which they who teach it are obliged, 
in their common catechisms, to omit one of tilt' 
commandment B of the decalogue, lest their peopl^' 
should see the direct variance between the laws (ff 
Godj and the instructions of their spiritual guides. 
As they thus tacitly acknowledge, that the words *f 
Scripture condemn them, so may they be defied'tt) 
produce the words of any father of the first fttff' 
centuries, to countenance them; it being cert^fi,'' 
that all who during that time had occasion to toiidi'" 
on the subject, condemned the very idea *", &I 
as unqualified terms as any Protestant could destif^f^ 
the introduction of images being ascribed to Simi^' 
Magus by St. Augustin*^' and Theodoref*; to me 
Gnostics or Carpocratians by IrentEus". 

It is more difficult in this than in any other lijat-"^ 
ter, to make out even a plausible ground for sbpi' 
posing purity of intention, when not the theory^ 
merely, but the practice is considered ; or to iiha-" 
gine the persuasions by which, in the teeth of alf 
tliat can be advanced against it, upright and con- 
scientious members of that Church can prevalf' 
with themselves, as it is certain many have doiie,' 
and still do, to think the custom lawful and fif to 
be maintained. ' "'^' 

. The only plea, and that an unsound onet 'iclu^' 



cw^ 1^ imagi^ed to be brouj^t fotiwaid by consck 
c^ous persons, agiunst the declaraliQa ^ Scripforci^ 
i^ .that they suppose, a» mwy of the soandest 
avQQQg ProtestantSr have also done, that thcten 
coQimandinents^ as .such, . were abrogated by ibi^ 
Chi^sitian religion; which at the same time that ja 
extended or. fulfilled the intention of those l|t1ni^ 
resolved them all into what our Lord calls the two^ 
upon which hang all the law and the prophets/, 
and it js to be observed and allowed, that in. aU^ 
the cases where our Lord recites the conutiiindk' 
mexitSjfOr gives the general spirit of them^ he neiper 
once ^udes to the second or to the fourth; and^ 
ihat St. Paul styles the fifth commandment to b^f 
*^ ihe first commandment with promise/' which: tf- 
could not be, if the second were to be taken* irito 
account. From this they may infer, that it was '■ 
only the intention of the Gospel to ^(m;% thei 
moral law, and that the second and fourth notir 
being mentioned, are not parts of that moral law,. - 
tind, therefore, are not commandments binding: 
npon men of the present day; and that po long ae^r 
they adhere to the two great commandments^ thejr v 
are at liberty to perform them in any way that fiaih 
seem good to themselves, and to advance the ww 
ship aiij^ honour of God even by^ the use of uoa^eil, 
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if t^y sfakll judge it expedieiit t^'to do. Btttkt 
thent'eonsider, whedier it be not a- strange wtt;f h( 
fdfUing the laV^ which our blessed Lord tstpiesS^ 
m^d he came to doj to act in direct opp<>ditioor'1b 
one of its enactments; and' whether; since '0<>d)ii 
Ihe same yesterday^ and to^day^ and for ete^^ I Aft 
be not a questionable inodet)f faohotiring hins nalr) 
against which^ in times past> his Indignation wfti 
i^Kpi^sed in the severest terms. - '7 

-"' Ahother argument in defence df imaged wiB 
^haps be set up, on the score of their b»^ 
bjF^way of books for the unlettered; and that A^ 
veneration sh^wn to them can be no moi^e oflfei^ 
iriVe:to God, than the affection wherewith a bufi^ 
bai^ would regard the picture of his deceased 
"HFifb, or a parent that of a child. It is very^tre^ 
were they used for these purposes only, as helps 
to devotion, by servii^, like historical moiiMh> 
ments, to keep ahve in the minds of the coi^ihe- 
gation the remembrance of those things which A^ 
had beard and been instructed in, the chief objeiir 
tion against them would be done away : and as the 
end would then be pious and salutary^ so it might 
be hoped, that our« Lord's forbearing to repeat the 
second commandment might be understood as -a 
wamnt for employing the Ineans* jButj alas \\ih 
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impossible to coDceal or deny, tb&t ilie uaea 
of imagCH uie very different. The very term SauXu%T 
wlucli lias been used in defending them, confeuei^ 
that it is not merely for the purposes of hii>U>ricd 
recollection or alfectionate remembrance, lijot tlicy 
are placed in churches ; but for actual worship. Ld 
the elders of the Roman Church lay llieir lianda 
upon their breastii, and answer, not " in loco dii^ 
putantium," but " in foro conscientiiE," wbetlier 
practically, among their floclu, actual worship be 
not pEud to them. The words of the second Ni- 
cene Council, on which they rest tlieir defence 
of tfae custom, will, to any impartial person, be con> 
duflivG proof of tlie matter. " I confess, and agree, 
and receive, iind salute, and adore, the unpolluted 
inMge of our Lord Jusus Christ, and the holy image 
of the holy Mother of God"," &c. And so will 
tlie words of their own writers ; who assert that t)ie 
same worship is to be paid to Ihe image, which is due 
to tlie person represented by it. If therefore it be 
an inifige of Qod, Aarptia, or the highest speciee 
of divine worship, is to be paid to it". 

But let justice be done in this case also ; and let 
the willingness of some of the leaders of that 
Church to abate the evil, and to du away with it 
^^together, be thankfully and fairly acknowledged. 
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In their places of worship, in this country, the use \ 
qf images has happily been discontinued. 

But here let an appeal be made to their jiistice> 
For if the character of their leaders be sufficiently 
high and exalted, to make it impossible to suppose, 
that the fear of abuse or persecution from the mem- 
bers of another Church could prevail with them 
to deprive their flocks of what is necessary, then ia 
it certain, that by removing the images from their 
chapels in this country, they judge and acknow- 
ledge the use of them to be a matter of expediency. 
If it be so, let them ask themselves, whether the 
conduct of their Church does not savour of h&rsh* 
ness, and injustice, and lack of Christian charity, in 
condemning ours, as heretical and out of the pale 
of the Church Catholic, because we, like themj 
thougli it may be for different reasons, have lilce- 
vise judged the use of images inexpedient. Let 
them further consider, whether, in an ecclesiastical 
point of view, the Council of Constantinople, A.D. 
754, in the East, and the Council of Frankfort in the 
West, A. D. 794, where 300 bishops were assembled, 
are not at least as good warrants for our adhering 
to the letter of the commandments, as the second 
Council of Nice, A. D 786, can be supposed to be 
Sat their deporting from it. 
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SECTION IV. ' - V- 

,W V(lTHpQLpiNO THE SCRIPTURES FHCOf'TUf^.r 

PEOPLE. I 



•1.1 >i:i J I ' ■ . s^ai » • .,) 

1^ Wtthholdlhg th^ Scriptures from th^ peo^e, 
ti i^'t^mt wWcih has frequently called forth tlhc tin-? 
(jidilifi^ condemnation of Protestants ; and nb tcnny 
h^^li' ftjypeated to them strong enough to expte^ 
th^ff Indignation. Yet, if the reasons which mAy 
fib^ly* be supposed to weigh with a conscietitibw 
mkii/b^r of the Church of Rome to uphold aiitf 
Mbitohl th^ system, be impartially examined, iV 
iilf^Woiight that it will appear to have been too ittuiih' 
Httilitedon. ■ ''^ 

'^rtiatf the custom has a bad look; is unqticis'- 
ddnabl^^, as seeming to betray a wfah for cbhceaF- 
iie**,^ 'dhd for avoiding the light, which -tiinie'trtAf 
t6o8& who do evil desire: and the wo€? dem/Utid^ 
by ytfr'Lird against the Jewish lawyers, ibt- '• taking 
ftWliy the key of knowledge** from the people/ shonl^ 
^ai^-the present rulers of the RoMlshi-ONirc^i^ 
to'Cdneidet seriously and deeply, wh^the«< thd if<eaP 
idh«^M^hteh lead them to this course are sUffibletittiG^ 
warrant them in coming, even ap)^aMfitly^^tllli 
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the reach of that curse. But then^ in their behalf 
let it be said^ that when they see, as they do 
plainly and openly, the effects of the indiscrimi- 
nate distribution of the Scriptures on some persons; 
when they perceive how difficult, nay, how im- 
possible it is, to prevent the rational exercise of 
the liberty of private judgment from degeneralii^ 
into the most irrational licentiousness and abuse 
of that liberty; when they reflect, that here in 
England, where this liberty has been allowed and 
abused, the consequence has been, that the «v0wed 
infidelity of the Unitarians has stalked abroad^ 
and spread its noisome influence to the ruin of 
the unhappy souls who are drawn within the ^nvcfi 
of that fatal hei^sy.; or recollect that, in Gennany, 
where the same liberty has in the same manner 
been abused, true Christianity has been sapped to 
its foundation by the Rationalist system which has 
obtained there : when the rulers of the Church of 
Rome have these things before their eyes, they 
may well think themselves justified in pausipg 
anxiously to consider, whether, as responsible guar- 
dians of the treasures of Holy Writ, they do not 
more effectually and safely guard the interests of 
true religion, by withholding the use of the Scrip- 
tures, except firom persons of whose soundness 
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they are convinced; and whether the caution of 
our Lord to his Apottlesi not to caat ^ pearli 
iiefove awine,^ will not bear them out in thus 
choosing wbat aeenu to them the least of two evils. 
They may likewise think, that these unhappy and 
fiiEtal results, are*confirmatory of the sound wisdom 
and caudon of dieir ancestors who commenced the 
etMstonu 

In answer to the charge of withholding the key 
of knowledge and the bread of life, they will pro- 
bably affirm, that, so long as in their sermons and 
exhortations they declare to the people the whole 
counsel of God, (which they maintain they do ; and 
if they do it not, it is at God*s tribunal, and not at 
ours, that, they must be judged and condemned ;) 
and so long as in their catechetical instructions 
they fully teach the glad tidings of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, they are not within the condemnation 
of the curse : that therefore it is unchristian and 
unjust, to charge them with being enemies to the 
word of God, and hindercrs of it, because, in the 
conscientious exercise of that discretion which, as 
the guides of souls, they arc bound to employ, they 
have judged it better to discountenance altogether 
the use of private judgment, than to incur the dan- 
gers of the abuse of it, the evil effects of which they 

8 
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see plainly around them. If, in reply to this, k be 
observed, as it has sometimes been, ^fliat H ts 
contrary to the dignity of man*s reason to helitn 
without enquiry; and that a faith witlt^t intiliift> 
nation must be barely acceptable to Ood ; let It lie 
said, that if a person, who hazards such obsdrWU 
tions, will be at the pains to examine S a c lpUl ife , 
he will find how little, from the beginning to ifete 
end of it, the first point is thought of; and ffant, 
with regard to the second, the fact is not so, it being 
certain, that that faith is most acceptable to God^ 
which, like that of little children, with unsuspectnig 
confidence, believes at once. ** Thomas, becautt 
thou hast seen me, thou hast believed ; blessed' are 
they which have not seen, and yet have, believed.** 
And, therefore, the praise bestowed upon the Be- 
reans for searching the Scriptures, which is so often 
made use of, is not to the purpose : they were more 
noble than the Laodiceans, because, sootier than 
reject Christianity as the others had done, they 
were willing to search and examine the matter; 
but neither the writer of the Acts, nor any other, 
would venture to say that they were more noble 
than the " great multitude, both of the Jews and 
also of the Greeks," at Iconium, (Acts xiv. 1.) who 
" believed" on the mere preaching of St. Paul. 
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Only thie let the members of the Church oi' 
Rome consider^ that the very same liberty which 
tilH;*heads of their Church claimi and which is here 
allowed, for ^ exercise of their conscientious dis- 
qoetion in matters relating to the instruction of their 
peoplci by which discretion they are led to withhold 
the indiscriminate use of the Scripturesi should be by 
tbem allowed to the heads of our Church, who> in 
the awne conscientious exercise of the same respon- 
sijbtl^ discretion^ have judged it safiest to grant the 
Serif tures indiscriminately ; not being ignorant of 
the duigers arising from .o doing, but thinking them 
leas than what arise from any other course* If the 
Church of Rome claims not to be thought heretical 
on ^tccount of her restraining the general reading 
of God*s wordy she cannot in justice deny the claim 
of our Church still to be thought catholic though 
she sees fit to grant it* 
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SECTION V. 

ON THE INVOCATION OF ANGELS AND SAINTS. 



The invocation of angels and saints, in use in ibt 
Church of Rome, and the respect paid to thetn, 
have often been brought forward against that 
Church, as conclusive proofs of idolatry and false 
worship ; and the excess to which, in many cases, 
the practice has been carried, does, indeed, ^seem 
to countenance the charge. But if the theory 
in this matter may be separated from such practice, 
and the use distinguished from the abuse, it may 
be well for the purposes of candour and charity, to 
consider whether sufficient argument cannot be pro- 
duced from reason and from Scripture to make the 
custom, when restrained within due limits, (and 
beyond them the sober members of the Church of 
Rome would not themselves wish to see it ex* 
tended) ^, at least harmless and innocent. 

For, first, with regard to the invocation of angels, 
and the respect paid to them ; let any man consider, 
whether, if an angel were visibly to appear before 
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him, he would not feel himself bound to pay him 
every mark and demonstration of respect, both on 
his own account, as an inhabitant of a higher world, 
and one of a superior race of created beings, and 
also on account of their mutual heavenly Master, 
whose messenger he would be. No man but must 
feel that he would of necessity so act ; nor would 
any reasonable person imagine that by so doing he 
waa derogating from God's honour, or liable to be 
considered idolatrous, or falling under the rebuke of 
CoU ii. IS. or R^v. xxii. 9. Now, if the outward 
respect paid to an angel, were he visibly present, 
would not be deemed idolatrous, then neither 
should the Romanists be generally condemned as 
guilty of that sin ; because, believing, on the autho- 
rity of Scripture**, that these heavenly messen- 
gers» though invisible to our dull human eyes, are 
actually about and around us, performing the office 
their Master has appointed them, of guardians to 
his faithful servants, they shew them, in thought 
and word, that respect which, if they were visible, 
none would hesitate to pay. 

Nor, again, when they know that these holy mes- 
sengers are discharging around the servants of God 
tbar grateful. guardian office, can it be deemed im- 
piety or idolatry, however superfluous and useless 
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it may be, for those servants to invoke them to dis* 
charge their office with constancy^ and not to be 
provoked or discouraged because baniaa weakness 
and perverseness too often frustralie their angdic 
labours. 

If it be observed that it is a ridiculoua cu8.toiD» 
because we know not that they can hear us ; let it 
be replied that, even supposing they cannot, how- 
ever useless this may make the custom, which the 
writer fully believes it to be, it cannot render it cul- 
pable and idolatrous : but the &ct of th^se hea- 
venly spirits being about us, and of dieir rejaiciiig 
over every sinner that repenteth, (Luke xv« 10.) 
is a greater argument in favour of their hearing us 
dian any that can be produced against iL 

The most satisfactory argument for the inutility 
of the practice will be derived from the nature and 
relative condition of these heavenly agents tbm- 
selves. In their exalted station and rank in the 
scale of created beings, the excellence of their |ia- 
ture, their willing and cheerful obedience to Ck>d, 
are ample guarantees that they need not the addi- 
tion of men's invocations to induce them fiutfafiUly 
and patiently to execute the duties intrusted to 
them ; and they must convince every one, that if 
these considerations shall fail to ensure their atlen- 
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tien, it moBt be both useless and presumpluous to 
hope that human prayers will be more effectual. 
But although this may aufHciently prove the futility 
of Buch itivocations, it avails nothing to shew the 
impiety oftlicm: and the unsoundness of this accu- 
sation may, lastly, be more especially shewn, by re- 
ferring to St. Paul's adjuration of Timothy, 1 Tim. 
V. a. " I charge thee before God, and the Lord Je- 
sus Christ, amlthe elect angels." For if it was pure 
Christianity in St. Paul to adjure by tlic holy an- 
gels, it cannot possibly be unchristian and idola- 
trous in others to invoke their assistance, when 
they know them to be sent for the express purpose 
ofafibrding it. 

Secondly, as concerns the invocation of saints, 
(i. e. the spirits of the departed, whom we believe 
to be in paradise), and asking their intercession : 
tbis is generally at once condemned by violent Pro- 
testants as an insult to our Saviour, and as contrary 
to the declaration of Scripture, that " there is but 
one Mediator." But, in deed and in truth, the 
charge seems to be carelessly mode, and incapable 
of being sustained. 

For if it is lawful to ask, as St. Paul repeatedly 
did, for the prnycrs of men while in the flesh, and 
tbeir intercession while here offers no di&honour to 
D 3 
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the SaviouTi nor trenches upon his one sole media* 
torship, which stands upon his being the one great 
Sacrifice for the sins of the worlds through whom 
alone the prayers of any find access to the throne 
of grace ; is there any thing in the translation of 
men from earth to paradise which can render thdr 
prayers, which before were right and acceptablcy 
now unacceptable and impious ? Is not rather the 
argumentum a majori decidedly in their ^ favour? 
Can the grave be justly supposed to put a stop to 
the mutual interchange of the offices of charity and 
brotherly kindness between the members of Chrises 
body, the fellow-heirs of his kingdom? or the 
Church quiescent cease to interest itself in the 
Church militant, that they may both unite in the 
Church triumphant ? Surely not. The communion 
of saints is not limited to the servants of God alive, 
or to those departed, but embraces the whole body ; 
and the eye of faith and charity pierces through the 
veil of death. If those who are alive may law&lly 
pray for those who are yet unborn ^, as our Saviour 
himself has set us the example, much more may 
they who are departed pray for those who are still 
alive. 

If it be asserted, as it has sometimes been, that 
there is nothing in Scripture to warrant the belief 
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that the spirits of the departed do pray for those who 
are on eartbi let it be replied, that even if Scripture 
had been totally silent upon the direct subject, the 
strong arguments from analogy above made use of, 
which have their foundation in Scripture, might 
fairly be considered to weigh against its mere silence; 
but the fact is, the assertion is unguardedly made, 
for the Scriptures do warrant such belief, not only 
leading us to suppose that departed spirits fnay pray 
for those who are in this world, but that they ac- 
tually do so : and although in the case to which 
allusion is made^, the petition was not granted 'foe* 
cause it was unreasonable, yet is there nothing stated 
which either expressly or by inference can be sup- 
posed to condemn the practice as impious and offen* 
sive to God. 

But then^ as in the case of angels, it will be ob* 
jected, that we have no certainty that they can hear 
our requests for their prayers. That they do not 
know the state of our temporal affairs, we are in* 
deed led to infer from the passage of Job xiv. SI. 
But this is no proof that they are ignorant of our 
spiritual state. Admitting, however, that they are, 
which cannot be proved, though this may indeed 
shew the inutility of the custom, it avails nothing 
whatever to convict it of being idolatrous. 

D 4 
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But it will be said, lastly^ that however harmless 
the theory and limited practice of such a custom may 
be, the fact is that, in the Church of Rome^ it has 
in many instances degenerated into actual false wor- 
ship^; and this is undeniable* But then, let it be 
considered that, while this affords a sound and am- 
ple argument in defence of our dear mother^ the 
Church of England, for having, in her wise and righ- 
teous caution, through fear of the remotest approadi 
to idolatry, discontinued, and expressed herself 
against the custom, it cannot in justice bethought 
sufficient to condemn the Church of Rome of idol* 
atry, because, contrary to the wishes of the sober 
and pious among her members, unguarded, and 
highly improper, and impious expressions have 
crept into her Liturgy. How far the spiritual rulers 
of that Church are responsible for not having, at all 
risks, and at any sacrifice, cleared their admirable 
service (for such in many points it is) firom these 
foul blots, which every pious person in their com* 
munion condemns, not only partially, as they have 
done, and to a very great extent, but entirely, is a 
matter which, as their souls must answer for it at 
God's fearful tribunal, they would do well before- 
hand to take into their deep and serious reflecticm* 



SECTION VI. 



ON PRAYERS FOR THE DEAP. 



There will be the less need to dwell long upon the 
next point of difference between the two Churches, 
the offering up prayers for the dead, because many 
of' the sound and sober among the Protestants 
have hesitated to condemn that practice as abso*> 
lutely erroneous ; which^ of however little service 
they may judge it to be for those for whom the 
prayers are made^ does commend itself to our natural 
feeling ; is an exercise of piety and chari^ in them 
w^o offer the prayers ; is not condemned by Scrip- 
ture ; and has the general testimony of antiquity in 
its behalf. 

In proof that it commends itself to our natural 
feelings^ let an appeal be made to every afiectionate 
breast which has watched by the sick-bed of a dear 
Mend or beloved relation, whether, when the spirit 
of the object of their affections has departed from 
its earthly tenement, they have not found their 
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thoughts mountmg up in prayer to God^ that the 
soul of the deceased may find acceptance with him? 
And although humble and affectionate deference to 
the authority of their Churchy which has not sanc- 
tioned the use of such petitionsi may cause them to 
check the thoughts of the heart firom venting their 
wishes by words^ yet prayer needs not to be em- 
bodied in words in order to be prayer : and if no re- 
proach of conscience has followed the exercise of 
this act of charity and affection^ then surely that 
Church is not to be condemned absolutely as errO' 
neouSf which sanctions^ nor the members of that 
Church superstitious, who, with that sanction before 
them, do openly what many a sincere and pious Pro* 
testant has done in secret in the sight of God* 

The negative argument derived from the silence 
of Scripture against this practice, in proof that, 
although it may possibly be useless, it is in no wise 
offensive or displeasing to God, is beyond question 
very strong. For it is not that the custom was un- 
known then, and that our Lord, though he foresaw 
that it would hereafter arise, left it to the wisdom 
of his Church to condemn it ; but it is notorious 
and beyond question, that the custom was in full 
exercise then ; that it had been for many ages, and 
was still in force. The fact, therefore, that our Lord, 
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while reprovingi as he so frequently did, the errors 
of the Jews on other points, should never once 
have condemned this, is unquestionably a very 
forcible argument in favour of his thinking it at 
least harmless and undeserving of reproof! 

Again. Although the passage in which St. Paul 
prays for Onesiphorus, 2 Tim. i. 16. be not conclu- 
sive as proof of his observing the custom, because it 
cannot be certainly proved that Onesiphorus was 
dead ; yet the fact of his praying for a blessing on 
the household of Onesiphorus, and sending his sai* 
lutation to his household, knd not to himself, con* 
trary to his usual custom, and the general tenor of 
the passage, affords at least a presumption in favour 
of his havmg done so, which, in the absence of all 
testimony of Scripture against the practice, may 
well persuade the most scrupulous and conscientious 
Bpmanist to continue in it. The distinction which 
the learned Mr. Bloomfield has drawn, in his va- 
luable "Critical Digest*," between prayer and a 
pious wish expressed in words, is rather too fine, 
and subtle for a plain man's understanding* 

To these we may add the testimony of antiquity, 
which, as Bishop Taylor observes f* was for 1500 

• Vol. viii. p. 302. t VoL viii. p. 223, 
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years and upwards in its fitTonr* It is to be con- 
fessedy however^ that many other Protestants faa^e 
contested this point, and with an excess of zeal which 
made them think it treason to their own Church to 
acknowledge that their opponent could hxfCf in 
matters where they differed, even a shadow of a 
defence on her side, have laboured, like the excel- 
lent Mr. Faber, to prove that the passages tnted 
from Cyprian and Tertullian, in which offerings are 
mentioned as being made for the dead, do merely 
mean commemorative services of thanksgiving* But 
without stopping to discuss whether the expresnons 
" oblationes pro defiinctis" of TertuUian*, and the 
** offerretur pro eo" and " sacrificium pro ejus dor- 
mitione" of Cyprian f, may not as fairly be inter- 
preted to mean offerings in behalf of the dead, as in 
memory of them, Tertullian himself may surely be 
considered to have fixed the interpretation to the 
former, when, in his Treatise de Monogamia};, 
he gives it as a reason why a widow should not 
marry a second time, ** for that she prays for the 
soul of her deceased husband.*' " Enimvero et jmto 
anima ejus orat." 

But what, then, it will be asked, is the drift of aH 

* De Corou. Mil, 3. f Ep. Ixvi. J Sect. 10. 
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this ! I3 it to shew that the Church of England ia 
wrong in diacontmuing the practice ? By no means. 
The object is merely, in charity and candour to our 
brethren of the Church of Rome, to shew, that 
whether the custom here considered be profitable 
or not, it is in itself harmless, and does not militate 
agwnst the authority of Scripture; and that al- 
though, from the alterations of circumstances, and 
the evil consequences which api>ear to us to have 
sprung from it, we have judged it most expedient, 
and most answerable to the ends of true piety, to 
otoit a custom which the Scriptures have not ap- 
pointed, and which has been much abused for bad 
purposes ; the Church of Rome does not deserve 
to be censured as guilty of wilful error, l>ecause in 
her view of what is profitable, all things considered, 
she has preferred retaining tlie custom. Since the 
practice, however harmless it may in itself be, has 
degenerated into evil, so that souls have been in- 
jured*" by it, men leaving to the prayers of others 
after their death (to which no promise has been 
made, and the tenor of Scripture is against their 
being available) the care of that salvation which 
can only be secured, as far as we know, by their 
own prayers, their own repentance, amendment, and 
luth, during life ; Uie Church of England has acted 
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in this, as she has in every other point, with a 
wise and prudent mother's caution, in withholding 
her sanction from a custom, the eviht of which, 
through this perversion of it, incomparably out- 
weigh any £uicied good that might have resulted 
from it. 

Let the Romanists here consider, if they are 
eager to condemn our Church as heretical for 
departing from some of these early observances, 
how they can exculpate their own Church from 
being guilty of the same crime, by a like departure 
from them in other instances — such as the com- 
municating infants, which unquestionably obtained 
for many centuries ^ in the primitive Church, and is 
to this day observed in some of the eastern •*— or the 
esteeming it wicked (nefas) to kneel at prayers on 
the Lord's day, which the same Tertullian*, of 
whose testimony in favour of prayers for the dead 
they so gladly avail themselves, declares to be 
equally an ancient custom in his days, received by 
tradition from the Fathers. If their Church claim 
to be allowed the liberty, which she unquestionably 
has, of exercising her discretion as to the best way 
of complying with the Apostle's mandate to the 

• De Coron. MIL §. 3. 
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spiritual governors of Churches^ to let all things be 
done for edification^ she cannot, in consistency, or 
truth, or justice, deny the claim of our Church to 
the same liberty of exercising the same discretion 
in complying with the same mandate ; or, if she de- 
nies it, she does not deserve to be attended to. 



SECTION VII 



ON PURGATORY •*. 



Concerning the doctrine of purgatory Htde need 
be said. As the one passage of Scripture, 1 Cor. 
iii. 13. 15. is manifestly insufficient to prove it, so 
is there no ancient authority of the early Fathers, 
which can fairly be made out to bolster and 
support it. To decree, therefore, positively con- 
cerning its existence, is, without doubt, unwarrant- 
able, and comes within the lash which St. Paul has 
given to them who intrude into the things which 
they have not seen, the effect of a vain puffing up 
of a carnal mind : and the conduct of the rulers of 
the Romish Church in sanctioning this fanciful doc- 
trine with their authority, is a grave matter, and 
must needs put them to hard shifts to excuse them- 
selves therein. But, on the other hand, it may per- 
haps be said, that the others are not warranted in 
doing more than expressing their disbelief of it, and 
firmly maintaining that there is no sufficient autho« 
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rity for it. To declare peremptorily that no such 
place exists, seeing how little and obscure is the 
knowledge we have of things hereafter, is in some 
sort to imitate the error. Individually, no persons 
seem worthy of condemnation, who, acting on their 
belief of this imaginative speculation, do what seems 
to them expedient to benefit the souls of those 
who they fancy may be so benefited. It is in 
them an act of charity, however futile it may be in 
its end, and erroneous as to its origin. Much less 
is the Church of Rome justified in condemning her 
English sister, because, finding no sufiicient war- 
rant for the doctrine, and the tenor of Scripture ^% 
and the early ages*^ being directly opposed to it, she 
has discountenanced and expressed herself against 
a theory, the evil results of which are so obvious 
and manifest, and the good so fanciful and fic- 
titious. 



SECTION VIIl. 

ON AURICULAR CONFESSION AND INDULGENCES* 



These two points are considered together because 
they are both reUcs of the same custom^ corrupted 
and mutilated indeed^ and adapted to the degene- 
racy of men's piety^ and to the change of circum- 
stances^ but still relics of a custom, for the loss of 
which the Church of England expresses her deep 
regret"^, and the restoration of which has always 
held a chief place in the minds of those who have 
had the purity of Christianity at heart 

The custom or system alluded to is that of the 
ancient Church discipline, by which notorious of- 
fenders were put to open shame and penance ; and 
public confessions, and a variety of other outward 
acknowledgments of their sin, required of them, 
before they were reconciled to the Church, and re- 
admitted to the privileges of Christianity. The 
canons of the early councils ^, and the writings of 
the ancient Fathers ^, shew to how severe an extent 
and with what a strict and rigid hand these things 

• Commination Service. 
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were required. And so long as men's piety waa 
strong, and their care of their souIb greater than 
their love of the world, and their fear of tiod's 
wrath more pressing than their repard for the 
sneers of sinners, all was well ; and God was glori- 
fied, and the people safe, and the power of the keys 
exercised, and tlic priests' souls clear, and the body 
of the faithful unpolluted. But when riches in- 
creased in the Christian world, and times were 
changed, and adversity withdrawn, and the sun 
shone upon the Church, and tlie great men of the 
world, instead of persecuting her, took her under 
their protection, and the love of religion grew cold, 
and piety fainted — the pride of the great men 
swelled against the humiliating otHces of public 
penance, and they required, as the price of their 
patronage, that, in theu* cases, the ancient disci- 
pline should be relaxed, or they would refuse to 
acknowledge it. And tlien tlie spiritual rulers of 
the Church, partly through charity and unwilling- 
ness to (hive matters to extremity ; partly from the 
love of peace ; and partly, perhaps, themselves lieing 
tunted by the decay of the old piety, and relaxed 
by the warmth of prosperity ; deemed it better to 
connive at this spirit, and to accommodate religion 
in tome sort to the passions of men, than to risk 
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the loss of 80 many souls as would have refused die 
ancient rules, and the scandal of the- schismr *Di 
tlie injury which, in appearance, the sbandonmeBt 
of the great would have given to the newly<4ul6plied 
Christian Church. Thus at length it caaeto 
pass, that private confession to a priest .was 
substituted for the public one in the &ce of tlie 
congregation, and heavy sums of money for the. set' 
vice of God, in charitable and religious uses, were 
made to stand in the place of the long penaiiees 
and humiliating exercises of the primitive dad* 
pline: for these last are the indulgenoea here 
spoken of. The term is used strictly in its origioal 
l^ignification — relaxation from penance and eccle* 
siastical discipline. As it is applied in its other 
acceptation by the Church of Rome, to express- the 
remission by the Pope of pains in a state after 
death, (the very existence of which cannot be provedi 
and over which, even could it be shewn to exiist, 
not the smallest shadow of an argument can be 
advanced in favour of the Pope, or any other Bi* 
shop, having control over it) it is utterly defenceless. 
The question, therefore, to be considered in regard 
to the Roman Catholic practice in this matter, is not 
whether her discipline is the best that can be liad/ 
nor whether it be agreeable to the primitive rules ; 



f fiv &At it is not, ia confessed on all hands ; and aa 
few of their Church as of ours could he found who 
would not acknowledge that if ihe ancient syBteni 
could be re-eslablidhed it would be far bel(«r — but 
the question is, whether so long as tliut is not, or 
until it be re-established, it be or be not boiler to 
keep up the remains and semblance of it as they 
have done, than to discard all attempt at it as in our 
case. And this may fairly admit of a doubt. 

It may admit of a doubt, in the case of auricular 
confession, whether the good etFccts of it do not 
very iar indeed outweigh all the evils which have 
been said to result from the abuse of it: whether, 
in aCbuivh where that is practised, thousands more 
do not go out uf the world with clean breasts, than 
where confession has fallen iiito eucii dittuse that 
wfaile men refuse to confess to their sphilual guides, 
thfiy too of^en leave the world without confessing to 
God himself. None but the parochial clergy can 
tell the fatal pertinacity with whicli, in by far the 
generality of ca^es, all idea of particular confession 
is repelled. Even when the people think them- 
selves past recovery, they wilt oftentimes persist in 
the denial of sins which it is certain they have 
committed, and choose rather to leave iht; world 
with the smouldering fire in their breasts, aitd 
a lie in their mouths, than make any acknowledg- 
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ment of any sin which they hope they have contriTed 
to conceal. 

Fearful as this may be, we may cease to wonder at 
ity when the scandalous prostitution of the office of 
Confessor, so common, so almost systematic, in these 
days is considered. When it is considered, and «ff 
late there have been many instances of it, that rai^ 
nisters of religion have undertaken the vilest office 
of the Police, and by working upon the feelings and 
confidence of prisoners have drawn from them a 
confession of the crimes they are accused of, and 
then have gone into a public court, and brought 
against their unsuspecting victims these confidential 
confessions, the sacred secret of which neither rack 
nor stake should have drawn from them. Surely 
the very Heathen must lift up their hands and cry 
shame at such conduct. But it is sometimes worse 
even than this. Cases have occurred, in which a 
solemn promise of secrecy has been demanded and 
given before the confession was made : but all to nd 
purpose: neither the solemn promise, nor the sab- 
ered ofiice, nor both together, availing to prevent 
the confession thus obtained being produced as evi^ 
dence against the prisoner. It is difficult to con- 
ceive by what unhappy perversion of reason, or 
fatal misapplication of principle, persons can justify 
such revolting conduct even to their own minds. 



A CHRISTIAN PBACR-OFFERINa. 71 

But did they know the shame and grief with which 
it fills the breasts of their brethren, or consider the 
disgrace it brings upon our ministry, the hindrance 
it occasions to our usefulness, the injury to the best 
interests of religion, they surely would be deterred 
from the commission of it Not only those who 
have suffered by such treatment, but all who be* 
come acquainted with it, will alike, it is too proba- 
ble, be deterred firom ever again availing themselves 
of the services of the ministers of religion, and 
will be inclined to stifle conscience and drown its 
reproaches, sooner than expose themselves to a 
repetition of such conduct. 

The judges who connive at or encourage such 
conduct may learn even in the benighted land of 
Abyssinia a more fitting lesson. Mr. Salt has fur* 
nishedus with the following anecdote of a prince there 
in a similar case. ^^ A chief of some note having 
confessed to a priest that he had committed a mur-' 
der ; the latter, in hopes of receiving a reward, dis- 
closed it to his relations, and in consequence, the 
former was seized and taken before Ras Michael. 
What is the evidence ? said the Ras. The priest 
stepped forward and declared that he had repeatedly 
confessed the^fact to him. Ras Michael, without 
hesitation, gave the order, ^ take him to his death** 
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The lelatioDs JMtnwiiatdy laid liold of the ^ligf Uil: 
were in the act of forcing him away, when-th^tjlt 
man, with one of hiB tenifak \o6kB, eiM:0ai)^4ot 
tiud man, bui tie prieH, yfho km dtureiim fModb 
tie secreU discla§ed io kkur m emififman.* ^ nnAO 
If the ministers of the Churdi tf EaglamL^^tito 
ha?e thus acted> had sought for- guidano&'aiy^ 
counsel irom the Church whose ainistesa^ >.^^itf 
aroi and had submitted themselves to her dioee^gsiaj^ 
they would have saved themselves and ifa^vhrM. 
thren the disgrace which such coodoct haa farcm^: 
upon the whole body, and the Church the faijo^ 
which she has received from it Her opinoiuaaj 
the sulgect is sufficiently expresiaed in tfae.ljfltbi 
Canon, as follows: '^ If any man confess his secset?-' 
and hidden sins to the minister, fi^r the unburtheoilig: 
of his conscience, and to receive spiritual consol&tiMr^ 
and ease of mind from him ; we do straitly cfaai^ftr 
and admonish»him, that he do not at any tiautmfr. 
veal and make known to any- person whatsoewbr' 
any crime or offence so committed to his trustiMid.^ 
secresy (exoept they be such crimes as by the iasm- 
of this realm his own life may be called into <yieal>eii' 
for concealing the same) under pain of irreguburil 
Let it be humbly submitted to our ecclesiastical 
siqieriors, how much the necessity of the case, and 
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the flagrancy of the crime require this canon to be 
carfbieed. 

Bnt to return — If it may £sdrly admit of a doubt 
in the case of auricular confession, whether the 
Church of Rome in preserving the mutilated re- 
noaiiis of ancient discipline has, or has not, con- 
suked more wisely for the interests of fietj and true 
rdigion» than the Church of England, where even 
the appfetrance of that discipline is done away with ; 
it may likewise be doubted by which of the two 
these interests have best been taken care of in the 
case of indulgences: by the Church of Rome in 
insisting upon a practice which is an acknowledg- 
ment^ however corrupt a one, on the part of those 
who are fined, of their having incurred a penalty, 
and of their willingness to submit to some sacrifice 
to make their peace with and to atone to the body 
of the fidthftd for the scandal brought on it by their 
misconduct^ or by the church of England, where the 
whole idea of discipline is in general so totally aban- 
doned, that even the gentlest remonstrance from a 
nmnster of religion to a great man on his conduct 
we«ld be counted unheard of insolence, and be vi- 
sited with all the vengeance which it might be in 
the power of the great man to inflict. 

Let it be remembered that it is the theory and 

£ 
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not the abume practice eoncemiiig indwlganew 
which is here spoken of: but let it also be €OiMip 
dered that any individual bishop of Rome may cor- 
rect the abuses ; and God who can turn the hearli 
of Kings *, can also turn the heart of a Pope^anl 
perhaps at the prayers of true Christiana maj foam 
it, to reduce the sale of indulgences^ which, p» 
verted as it has been, is still in some respects uaeAd^ 
yet more than it has already been reduced luiiee die 
Reformation, and to restore the practice to die 
wholesomest state it will admit of. But it ia not in 
the power of any Bishop, nor of the whole bench, 
to revive that submission to ecclesiastical discijdine 
among us, which through long disuse has almost 
ceased to be remembered. 

It is very easy to raise the hacknied cry about the 
danger of being priest-ridden — but better be priest- 
ridden than pride-ridden. The former, as to his 
office at least, with which only we are at present 
concerned, is the minister and instrument of God : 
the latter is the instrument and agent of a very dif- 
ferent power. 

On the whole then, if it may fairly admit of a 
doubt — BL doubt the members of each will probably 

♦ Prov. xxi. 1. 
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• 

■ solve according to the respective prejudices of tlieir 
f education — which of the Churches consults most 
% wisely in her practicei and if the arguments for and 
I against each are pretty nearly balanced, it were 

much to be wished that, instead of fierce abuse and 
. recriminationi the spirit of charity and mutual for- 

Iwarance should be exercised by each towards the 

other* 
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SECTION IX. 

ON JUSTIFICATION. 



In times like the present, when even the sounA 
Church of England view of justification is censured 
by many as inadequate, it must be from a sense <^ 
duty and not from choice, that the writer ventxires 
to touch on the subject with the intuition of sayiog 
a word in behalf of the Church of Rome. Hk 
doing so cannot but much increase the cffisnce 
which will probably be taken at the little he has 
already said to recommend charity toward what, 
with all her errors, he must needs think a most ca- 
lumniated portion of the Church of Christ. But 
he has undertaken the cause of truth and impar* 
tiality, and from prosecuting it nothing shall deter 
hiift. vr- 

He will remark therefore, that even if the Church 
of Rome or her writers professed, ^ Ch^ fi^ 
charged with doing, the doctrine of jttSjtifiQstioalltjr' 
works alone, i. e. without grace, or wi^Qut^i^QlpKBcL 
had to the merits of the Saviour, the ritual eijimt 
Church would be a proof that there must bcrSKHne 
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error in their manner of stating their opinions ; or 
that we must have misunderstood their statements. 
For when it is considered that they dare not hope 
for the fulfilment of their prayers, if they be not 
ofiered in the Saviour's name ; that they are careful 
their children should not enter life, without becom- 
ing entitled by baptismal regeneration to an interest 
Ux ^his salvation ; and that they do not venture to 
depart £rom life, without the symbol of his body in 
their mouths; it is evident, whatever expressions 
pttr^ spbit may have drawn from them to the cpn- 
trary, it is their faith in the Saviour's mediation and 
ItfOfiemeiit that gives them their hopes of pardon and 
flUlvation; that diey hold the head and durst not 
tetit go; and that they look for redemption by his 
blodd. 

I ' It is to the decrees c^ the Council of Trent that 
reference is generally made to prove that the Ro* 
ttiluustl-hold tbeiiadoctrine above statedL But let 
any one read the first three canons of that council 
CbAcerning justification, and say whether she tie- 
verves the diarge. Ganon L *' If any one shall say 
that a man can be justified before God by his own 
W4Kks, whidi either through the strength of human 
nature, or through the teaching of the law he could 
perform, without divine grace through Jesus Christ, 

B 3 
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let him be anathema." Canon II. " If any one 
shall say that tlivine grace through Jesua Christ is 
given for tliis purpose only, that a man may be able 
mote easiiy to live justly, and to deserve eternal 
life, 38 though through his free will he could do 
either without grace, albeit weakly and with diffi- 
culty, let him be anathema." Canonlll. " Ifany 
one shall say that without the preventing inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit and his assistance, a man can 
believe, or hope, or love, or repent as he ought lo 
do, so that the grace of justification should be con- 
ferred upon him, let him be anathema." 

In the 32nd Canon on the same subject there 1« 
indeed an expression, against which we should be 
disposed to object, where it ia said that a justified 
person does truly deserve (vere mereri) eternal life by 
his works : but even there the expression is qualified 
by the addition, that the works must be TTOught 
through the grace of God and the merits of Jesua 
Christ; and in the 16th Chap, of that Session (6th) 
it is shewn in what sense the term deserve is used, 
and that men do not deserve of their own goodsesi, 
but solely by virtue of the promise wherewith God 
has promised to recompense them. " Ifany perae- 
Tere in good works, and hope in God unto the end, 
eternal life is set before them as the grace (gr^t 
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or free gift ia pity promigerl to t/ie aont of God 
through Jetui Christ :" and lie who shall set about 
proving this to be unsound doctrine, would better 
bum his Bible before he begins. Again in the se- 
venth Chapter the efficient cause of justification is 
described U) be "a pitiful God who gratuitottal^ 
washes and sanctifies men, signing and anointing 
them with the Holy Spirit of promise ; and the me- 
ritorious cause is the dearly beloved and only be- 
gotten, our Lord Jesus Christ:" and in the 8th 
Chapter we are said to be justified through faith, 
because faith ii the begimdng of human saleaiion, 
the foundation and root of all justification, without 
which it is impossiOle to please God: and we are 
said to be justified freely (gratis) ; because no one 
of the things which precede justification, be it faith, 
or works, can deserve the grace of justification. 

However the objectionableness of any expressions 
which that coupcil may have used {though from the 
passages last cited, it is clear that their meaning 
was not far from the truth) had been so far removed, 
even in Burnet's time, that he acknowledges, " thb | 
matter was so stated by many of them, that, as ft 
the main of it, we have no just exceptions to it *." 



■ Burnet on the Articles, p. 174. 
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Nor have the Romanists gone back to wlmtevc^ 
may have been their original mistakes, or ^nacco- 
racies of expression. For the Bishop of Ahie iirdyil 
by Mr. Faber *, as saying that it is ^^ diroii^h T& 
alone meritorious efficacy of Christ's de&th aiid 
sufferings that we are exempted from the dreaii^Rd 
penalty of everlasting woe." 

In what then, it may naturally' be askedi^ ^ods 
the difference between the Churches consist? Slm- 



ply in this : what term is most proper for 
ing the efficacy of man*s repentance, and bj^*^ 
fruits of repentance, such as an amended life ana 
the exercise of the virtues belonging to the Ch^ 
tian profession, in procuring the pardon of our siiis. 
Both sides acknowledge that they are pardon^ on 
our repentance, through Jesus Christ; both seek 
the same thing, the glory of God and the exaltation 
of the merits of Jesus Christ, by their mqile\ of 
statement f ; both own that whatever may b^ the 
efficacy of repentance, it is through the grcuse of 
God and by virtue of his promise J ; and both avow 
that it is impossible for a man to repent, but by the 
preventing inspiration of the Holy Ghost §. One 

* Difficulties, p. 106. f Concil. Trid. Sess. vi. Can. 33. 
t Ibid. Sess. vi. Cap. xvi. § lb. ib. Can. 3. 
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side however thinks that the correct expression 
is ** appeasing the anger of God;,'* the other thinks 
it may fairly b^ styled " satisfying bis justice," The 
first;, may be a shade the more accurate : but before 
the second can be condemned^ it must be maintained 
jl^t justice is not satisfied, when the end of Justice 
is accomplished: which, although in some of the par- 
ticular acceptations of the term justice it may be af- 
firmed, yet is such a subtle and captious distinction, 
such a mere logomachy, as should not, for very 
shame, keep alive religious differences. And yet 
this is the question which ** lies at the very root of 
the differences between the Church of Rome and 
the Church of England." 

And is it really so ? Have all the disputes which 
have harassed the Western Church, which have 
caused ill-will,^ and hatred, and persecution, and 
strife, and bloodshed* which have broken Christian 
uiuty.<banished Christian peace, destroyed Christil^l 
charity, have all these for their root a subtle and 
nice di&rence wherewith the sons of the same God, 
the h&Ks of the same promises, have endeavoured 1x> 
express the same thing? Gracious God! what a 
reproach and satire does this fact bring upon all who 
call on thy sacred name ! What a handle is thus 
afforded to the enemies of thy holy religion to blas- 

£ 5 



83 A CHEISTIAN PBACK^OFFBaiKO. 

pheme and traduce it I when tfaej see its |nt>fesson 
80 soon and easily led to forget its main and chiefest 
object, thy glory, acoompUshed by peace on eardi 
and good will towards men. Merciful Saviour! 
when from thy throne of glory, thou lo^Lest daWB 
on the inhabitants of the earth, and ifegardeat dQr 
spouse or body, thy Church, how would thy blessed 
Spirit be grieved, if grief could entar Heaven, It 
seeing those for whom thou diedst, for whom Ihoa 
prayedst that they might be one, to whom thou efr- 
Joinedst that they should glorify thee by lindg 
together as brethren, casting aside all regasdiat 
these thy gracious intentions, and makiikg tixlr 
care for thee a pretext for defeating every one of 
them ^ ! But let it not be so always ; send downf thy 
Holy Spirit from above to turn and soften our faaocd 
and perverted hearts, to move us on botii sides to* a 
reconciliation, to mutual allowance, forbearano^ fir- 
giveness ; that we may once again be united : aiod 
that at thy second coming, for which we watt^ and 
to which we look, thy Church may again be found, 
as it was when thou didst leave it, one body ! 



SECTION X. 



OW irORXfl OV SUPBRBROOATIOK. 



Lbt none suppose that in defence or palliation of 
this dextrine, if it be held at the present day in the 
Latin Cburchi the writer will advance a word. No 
terms can well be too strong to condemn so mon- 
strous and impious a teneti a tenet opposed botli to 
the spirit and declaration of the Gospel *. But 
since in the decrees of the Council of Trent, he can 
discover no mention of it, nor has Mr. Faber in 
hia Difficulties dwelt upon it, he is willing and 
h^py to hope that the Reformation has produced 
its e£fect thus far, in putting a stop or check to such 
a wild and presumptuous conceit Let men how- 
ever of all Churches take heed, that, while with 
their mouths they condemn this doctrine when pro- 
posed to them in a distinct form, they do not both 
byword and conduct sanction it at other times; 
a thing far more frequent than may at first sight 

^ Matt. xxii. 36 to 40. and Luke xvii. 10. 
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appear. For when, aind it b a constant case, people 
excuse themselves from this or that religious duty, 
from receiving the holy communion, for instance, or 
from the second service on Sundays, on the plea 
that it is not necessary, what is this but to affirm, 
that they who observe these ordinances Jtfe doiiy 
mo^e thorn U neeenaryi that is, are doing wexJiji^ /qf 
supererogation? .< t> .; 
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SECTION XI. 



■ • ■ I- .■ . • •» ♦ * 

ON THE SACRAMENTS. 



\ 






Thb difference in this matter between the Churches 
seems ta be even more a strife of words :thaa in the 
question of justification. It is indeed (i dispute 
about the acceptation and meaning of a single term. 

The Church of England defines a sacrament to 
be an outward sign, ordained by Christ himself, of 
an inward grace, which, by means of that sign, 
He bestows upon us ; and deems it to be generally 
necessary to salvation. Corresponding to this defi- 
nition she finds only two. Baptism and the Lord's 
Supper. For although Confirmation seems to come 
near it, and is certainly an apostolical usage, and 
was considered necessary by those inspired rulers 
of the Church, and therefore is not by any to be 
lightly esteemed or set at nought; yet, because 
there is no proof of our Lord himself having ap- 
pointed it, she does not bestow upon it the name 
of a Sacrament, which she reserves exclusively for 
our Lord's own institutions. 

The Church of Rome, on the other hand, uses the 
term more loosely, and includes under that denomina- 



86 A CHRISTIAN PEACE-OFFERING. 

tion Other rites and appointments of the Church, (viz. 
Confirmation, Penance, Extreme Unction, Orders, 
and Matrimony), which she esteems to be sacred ; 
but which are not generally necessary to man's sal- 
vation, but only, as in the case of Matrimony and 
Orders, to those who enter the states of life of whicli 
they are the lawful gates : nor can she prove, what- 
ever assumption she may make, that they are of the 
Lord's own appointment ; and in the tBse of one 
at least. Penance, there is no outward sign. 

But though the Church of England cannot, Con- 
sistently with her definition, apply the term Saafa- 
ment to these institutions; yet does^ she highly 
venerate and esteem the chief part of them as saaned 
rites ; celebrating thtM of them, Confirmation, Ma^ 
trimony, and Ordei^, in as solemn a manner, and 
mth as many expressions and accompaniments of 
devotion as the Church of Rome cah use : and that 
she does not the same with tegard to Penance, li 
not the feult of her will, for she est^ttm it *^a 
godly custom," but is owing to her want of pow^, 
as she allows in the exhortation in the commination 
service. As long therefore as these institutions are 
highly esteemed, and (so far as is practicable) had 
in holy and reverent use by the two Churches, it 
surely seems a going out of the way to quarrel^ for 
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them to bite and devour one another in disputing 
about a name. 

The blame of this matter rests chiefly with the 
Church of Rome : for whereas the Church of Engw 
Und contents herself with saying that, according to 
her inter^Mretationy the five last named '' are not tib 
be counted for Sacraments of the Gospel*/' her 
tiolent sister goes further, and pronounces ana* 
thema against all who shall deny any of them to 
" be truly and properly a sacrament f." But sonst 
allowance may perhaps be made even for this, 
though no defence or excuse can be set up for it, 
when we call to mind the scurrility with which the 
Romish Church was abused for her large applica- 
tion of the term %. At all events, her misconduct in 
issuing this unwarrantable anathema^ is no ground 
tofv our imitating her ; and the moie willing we art 
to condemn her for this instance of uncharitable- 
nessj the more careful let us be that we are not 
guilty o[ the like, by insisting upon our dififerent 
lipplication of the term as a necessary cause for 
dhrition and separation. 

There is one of the five additional Latin Sacnu- ^ 

* Art. XXV. t Cone. Trid. Sessio vii. Can. 1. 

X Percy's Relics, vol. ii. p. 132. 
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ments on which nothing has been ui,df Eztiqpe 
Unction, the only one which the Church oC Eug^ 
land has not acknowledged as a jreligious rite. . But 
since truth, and no party-end, is here sought, it mnrt 
be pursued at any risk* The writer therefore Jec}t 
bound to express his opinion, that, if Scripture is 
to be our guide, there is more warrant for the Ro- 
man Catholics continuing, not the present praqtiee 
of Extreme Unction — for being seldom applied till 
the last extremity, contrary to the ori^nal intention, 
it is justly styled a ^^ corrupt following of the Apos- 
tles" — but the use of oil in the visitation of the sick, 
than we can shew for omitting it. 

The common ground of opposition taken by 
Protestant writers, is, that in the passage of St 
James *, where the practice is enjoined, a miraculous 
efficacy is ascribed to the use of the oil ; and that, 
as the Church has ceased to pretend to miraculous 
power, this, which, they say, was a rite appertain: 
ing exclusively to the exercise of that power, has 
properly been discontinued. But a closer examin- 
ation of the passage seems to shew, that this is an 
unnecessary assumption. Whom does St. James 
desire the sick man to call for? those who had 

• James v. 14. 
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miraculous gifts t No ; but '' for the elders of the 
Church** generally. And here we may ask with 
St Paul, had ''att the gifts of healing*?" tt is 
ciertkin they had not Thus far then there is a pro- 
bability that what the Apostle speaks of, is not an 
exercise of miraculous power. 

tf we examine the results of the rite, it will 

- *M - • • ■ 

further appear, that there was nothing necessarily 
intended out of the ordinary methods of God's pro: 
vidence. " The prayer of faith (joined to the ad- 
m^nlstepng the rite) shall save the sick, and the. 
Lord shall raise him up ; and if he have committed 
sins, they shall be forgiven h™*" Now the.^or- 
givei^^ess of sins, through the prayers of the Chiirc^ 
andi^e administering a. holy rite, no one, it is pre^ 
sumed, will style miraculous ; or if he does, he wUl 
not, it is to be hoped, deny that such ppw^r ,{gi<^ 

IT*. 

efficacy exist still in the Christian Churchy Pp^s 
then the former part of the vejrse, " the praj^er ,p;f 
faith shall save the ^ick, and the Lord shaU n^isfL 
him up,*^ necessarily mean that this miraculous ef- 
feet sl^ould always follow ? Undoubtedly .not For 
then men would become immortal. It only means 
therefore, as the Council of Trent expressed itf , 

* 1 Cor. xii. 30. 

t Sessio xiv. Cap. 2. de Extr. Unct. 
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*' where it might be expedient — tat the salTatioa 
of a man's soul,'* they say ; they might have added^ 
for the glory of God or the purposes of piety. Nor 
is there any thing which intimates that the recovery 
should be instantaneous, or out of the ordinary 
course of God's dealings. And that God does stiU 
vouchsafe to hear the jMrayers of the Church for a 
ock man's recovery, and, if he sees that it will be 
for his own glory, or the good of others, or th6 
man's own safety, does graciously accede to her 
petitions, and ^^ grant him a longer continuance 
amongst us," God forbid that the writer, or any 
Christian minister, should doubt. . . 

All that is aimed at here is to shewft .that aa there 
was nothing necessarily miraculous accompanying 
the use of oil in the visitation of the sick as ap- 
pointed by the Aposties, so the apparent cessaticm 
of the power of performing miracles is no argument 
against continuing the usage : and as no limitatioD 
of time is expressed by St James, the Church of 
Rome, had she observed the original intention, and 
not corrupted it, could not be justiy found fiuilt 
with for preserving the rite. 



SECTION XII. 



ON THS REGARD PAID TO RELICS. 



That man should needs be well prepared to un- 
dergo a torrent of abuse, as narrow*minded| weflk, 
and superstitiousi who, in these enlightened days, 
shall be hardy enough to venture a word of apology 
for the regard which, in the Roman Catholic Church, 
is paid to the relics of saints. Yet in this, as in 
every other case, the use may be separated from 
the abuse ; and though there is nothing to be ad- 
vanced in favour of the latter, in favour of the 
former there is much. We need only carry into 
religion some little portion of that affection which 
tnen exercise in the social and political relations of 
life, to he convinced of the truth of this. Who will 
not acknowledge the affection and veneration with 
which he regards the veriest trifle, so it be a relic 
of a friend departed ? Is there weakness and su- 
perstition in this ? No one will affirm it. May we 
then, without blame, feel affection for the relics of 
our relations and friends in the flesh ? But if we 
pay the same regard and respect to the relics of 
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our spiritual relations, and firiends, and fathers ir 
Christ, must we incur blame and ridicule and le- 
proach ? That were hard to affirm. What num 
again, who is a friend to republicanism, would ndt 
highly prize and set store by some relic of Hamp- 
den or Sidney, whom he regards as martyrs td his 
cause ? Or what friend to monarchy and the sa- 
cred office of kings would not behold with bSs^ 
tionate esteem and respect a lock of the royal nur- 
d's hair ? If to the relics of those whom in politics 
we lode up to and esteem, this natural r^ard may 
rightly and properly be paid, unquestionably 4he 
same regard may with safety and propriety be shewn 
to the relics of those whom in religion we yenerats 
and admire. If this be a mark of superstition and 
blind ignorance, it is one of so long a standii^, 
and so sanctioned by the usage of the apostolical 
ages, as a^^ars from the ancient accounts of the 
martyrdoms of SS. Ignatius and Polycarp « that a 
man may well feel himself sufficiently countenanced 
by such authority against the sneers and contempt 
1^ modem days. 

It will perhaps be said, that the principle indeed 
is right, but that as we cannot be sure that the relics 
preserved are relics of the person they are ascribed 
to, it must be impossible, in this uncertainty, to feel 
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any emotion at the sight of them. Hut neither can 
we be certain about such things in many other cases. 
These matters are capable of proof, or at least of 
probabilities aa strong as any by which our conduct 
is guided on ordinary occasions. The assurance of 
a person on whose credibility I am wont to rely, 
a« it would be sufKcient for my guidance in other 
things, GO doubtless is it in this : that sceptical 
spirit which would hesitate and stick at bcheving 
without positive proof is not to be envied. If in 
tlie Roman Catholic Cliuiches false and spurious 
relica have been eichibited, as in some causes is no- 
torious, and in too many is to be feared, tliey who 
have abused the single-lieurted faiih and willing 
trust of their flocks, amply deserve the condemna- 
tion and contempt of all good men, not only of 
other Churches, hut of their own; aud they must 
reader a heavy account hereatler, at a more fearful 
tribunal, for having injured the cause and interests 
of true religion, while pretending to siij)port it, by 
evil arts and devices. 

Another ground for objection m.ay be taken, on 
account of the miracles said to be wrought by the 
relics. But let this matter be put on its true footing. 
These things are capable or incapable of proof: if 
th^ are false, tliosc who have falsely asserted them 
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deserve to be bnmded as the ensmies of God and 
Jesus Quist : but this every candid person will ac- 
knowledge to be very di£brent firom condeiiiiiiiig die 
very idea without ezaminiog the evidence ; as if it 
were unreasonable or absurd to imagine that such 
things should ever be* '^ The Lord's hand is not 
shortened/' so that he cannot work mvaeles now as 
formerly ; nor is there any testimony of Scripture 
against the possibility or probability of their being 
still performed. 

There are persons indeed who altogether deny 
the fistct of any miracles having been wrought since 
the time of the Apostles^ and who are ready to scoff 
at the bare supposition. All that vrill ,be said in 
answer to this is, that there b as much historical 
evidence in favour of that fact, as for any other oc- 
currence in ages gone by. The appeal, for in- 
stance, which Justin Martyr *, in his Ap<dogy, 
makes to the Romans themselves, the enemies before 
whom he is pleading, as witnesses of the miracles 
he affirms to have been wrought before their eyes, 
is such incontrovertible evidence of the fact, that 
the silence of all other contemporary writers would 
not be sufficient to outweigh it. If to this be added 

* Apol. II. 6. 
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the tesdoodony of the sounds enlightened, and pious 
Jrenasus% than irhom^ no^arly writer deserves to 
be mora ha^ly esteemed,, and that of Papias as 
cited by Ensebmsf, that of Eusebius concernii^ 
Quadraius and his contemporariea^, and. that of 
Tertullian(,: we shall find as much reason for ber 
Ueving this as we have for believing any other his- 
torical event. 

But then, say some, the idea of God's choosing 
the relics of a saint to work a miracle by, is of 
itself preposterous and absurd. Any one inclined 
to hazard the objection, would do well to read his 
Bible before making it. He will there find || the 
record of God's having done so formerly ; and per- 
haps will then acknowledge, that if it seemed good 
to Almighty God thus to honour the relics of a 
Jewish prophet, there is at least no prim& facie 
reason against his having vouchsafed the same ho- 
nour to the relics of a Christian martyr. It is not 
here meant to maintain that this or that alleged 
miracle is true : such things are matter of evidence, 
concerning which every one may judge for himself: 
all that is aimed at is to put the question in the 

♦ Adv. Haeres. II. c. 57. t Eccl. Hist. lib. iii. c. 39. 

X Lib. iii. c. 37. § Apolog. 33. 

II 2 Kings xiii. 25. 
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right point of view ; and gendy to point oat the 
absurditiefl and inconsistenciei into which those are 
wont to fall^ whdy with ^dUtifiieanf bat miataken 
seal, think it incumbent upon them to vilify the 
Roman Catholic Church for mmry mMM dfittfC' 
ference, without oonaidering or fixawinhig whether 
or no she has reasons sufficient to countenance her 
in adhering to her opinions. 
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OH iraS KOWJUI ]^SRCISBD BY THB CHVRCH OP ROMK 



I a 



I ;i,. •- 



OVia Mt^BRnON FEIN€B#. 



/-. 



In considering this point there is no need to dwell 
on the impious and unwarrantable power of de- 
posing Sovereign Princes^ claimed and exercised 
heretofore by the Church of Rome ; because with 
all the formality possible the learned bodies and 
high authorities of that Church have disowned it| 
and denied that any such power now exists. Let 
us give others that credit for their assertions which 
we expect for our own ; and let both parties consent 
to bury in oblivion the fact of such a claim having 
ever been asserted. Only let the high Protestant 
party, while they most justly condemn such a claim 
or practice in others, beware that they do not them- 
selves put forth the same ; which as they once ex- 
erdsed against James II., so, in no ambiguous 
terms, they declare their readiness to exercise it 
again should they fancy an occasion. If such a 
power is to exist any where, the friends of monarchy 

p 
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would as SOCHI have it rest in the bosom of an indi- 
vidual as of the multitude. 

But there is another power claimed by theChmdi 
of Rome, of excommunicating sovereigns for sp^ 
ritual ofiences^ that is^ ofTefiising^ if jastcmsebe 
given^ to admit them to her sacred rites : wfaieh 
power stands on very different ground ; and must 
either be conceded to her in common with all 
other branches of the Church Catholic ; or it must 
be maintained that God has made one Gospel 
for the rich and another for the poor^ contrary to 
the express declaration of Scripture, firom which we 
learn both that God himself is no respecter of per- 
sons ^f and that he has likewise forbidden his minis- 
ters''^ to be so. When our Lord^* Jesus Christ and 
his Apostle St. Paul '* gave directions concerning 
excommunication, no exception was made in favour 
of any class, no distinction was enjoined toward 
any rank: and St. James ^' is very strong in con- 
demning some spiritual rulers of his day, because 
in their assemblies they paid even so much regard 
to worldly greatness as to give a preference of situa- 
tion to those who possessed it. Every branch of 
the Church of Christ, in which the Apostolical au- 
thority has been preserved (which can only be by 
Episcopal succession) is warranted, or rather bound 



A CHRISTIAN FBACB-OFfBRING. 99 

to claim this authority, which pious Kings and 
Princes have. been the first to acknowledge: the 
exercise therefore of this spiritual authority is not 
to be denied to the Church of Rome, which is un- 
doubtedly a true and Apostolical branch of the 
Catliolic Church. 
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PN THE DOCTBINf: Tt^AT OATHS UAD^ ^p ^[EKSim 

ARK NOT BINDING. 

Few things have more justly excited the indignatioii 
of honest and religious persons against the Chuicb 
of Rome, than the doctrine, which has been taugfat 
in some of her seminaries, tliat oaths made to he- 
retics are not binding, and may be broken with a 
,gafe conscience: and God forbid that the writer of 
4hese pages should advance a single word in ddTence 
<n extenuation of such an accursed maxim. Cer- 
tainly if the charge of maintaining such a doctrine 
could be made out against her, even they who 
might be most inclined to feel kindly towards her 
would be disheartened; and charity itself be, de- 
terred from attempting to defend her. 

But it is not consistent with either truth or justice 
to affix such a reproach to her ; and every principle 
of fair dealing forbids tiie condemning a body for 
the faults of individuals, when the body in general 
'has disowned those faults, and its heads have de- 
nounced them in the strongest terms. Now, al- 
though it be too true that the Jesuits did once^^vow 
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and teach this doctrine, yet is it also certain tlmt it 
has been rejected by the membera of the Cliurcli of 
Rome generally, and that the heads of that Church 
have denounced it, and forbidden the teaching it 
under the severest penalties. Thus Pope Alex- 
ander VII., in the years IfifJS and 16fj(>, issued 
decrrea strictly charging that none should presume, 
under pain of excommunication, to teacii the doc- 
trines of mental rcBervation and equivocation und 
the like, as being contrary to the siropilcily of the 
Gospel, and only calculated to corrupt morals 
and Christian conversation. And in like manner, 
Pope Innocent XI. in hts decree of the year 1(!79, 
strictly commands all the faithful, under pain of in- 
curring the Divine vengeance, never to swear ecjui- 
vocally or with any mental reservation, upon any 
account or pretended conveniencff whatsoever. i 
How truly the spirit of the Roman Catholics ae- 
cords with these directions, appears from tlie con- 
sideration that notliing but a regard for the sacred- 
ness of an oath, anil an abhorrence of faJaehood and 
equivocation, have withheld the peers and gentle- 
men of that body, from Charles the Second's time 
till the present day, from enjoying those rights and 
privileges to which their birth and station entitled 
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It will answer no purpose to enquire whether, in 
the eyes of a Roman Catholic, or of an impartial 
person, the conduct of certain among the Pro- 
testants might not afford ground for the same 
charge being as fairly brought against their body; 
^ther in the case of the Revolution of 1688, wlien 
almost a whole nation considered themselves ab- 
Bolved from their oaths of allegiance to their king 
on account of difference in religion ; or at the pre- 
sent time, when certain hot-headed and violent per- 
sons contend that the king's gracious disposition to 
his Roman Catliolic subjects, shewn by his royal 
assent to the Bill for their relief, absolves his Pro- 
testant subjects from their allegiance, and destroys 
the obligation of their oaths. As concerns the first, 
it will be sufficient to say that in times of difficulty 
and confusion the strict line of Christian duty is 
sometimes overstepped, and that even then there 
were many noble exceptions : there were those il- 
lustrious Bishops", who while after the example 
of the primitive ages they were willing, through 
the fear of God, to submit to persecution at the 
hands of their king, sooner than betray their rdi^ 
gion ; were likewise willing, through the same fear, 
to endure suffering and disgrace, sooner t'lan break 
^eir oaths of allegiance to their king, though be 
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liftd been thoii oppreesor; whose exatnpli;, if need 
be, which God forbid, we shall do well to iuiitate, 
following them in their siraight-forward, their high, 
and Christian, and therefore s uttering course. 
With regard to the latter it may be remarked, that 
the violence of excited and disappointed feeling 
will frequency provoke iientinicnts and expressions, 
whi(^, when the temporary excitement Ua» abated, 
and men liave returned to their cool reason, will be 
anxiously disavowed. 

Mutual charges and recriminations can serve no 
purpose, but to keep alive those hostile feelings 
which all true Christians mu<t wish to see rooted 
out. It is enough that the Protestants, by their 
indignation at such a doctrine when suspected in 
their opponents, declare the detoKtation in which it 
deserves to be held. It ia enough tJiat the Homan 
CfltholicB, by their uniform practice for one hun- 
dred and fifty years, have likewise sliewn how fai' 
they are from countenancing it. Rather let it bo 
mutually agreed that the veil of oblivion shall be 
thrown over all that is past, and that from hence- 
forth whoever shall assert this doctrine, either in 
theory or practice, shull be held in abliorrence by 
all honest and religious Catholics, whether of the 
^ish or Roman Church. 



SECTION XV. 



ON THE INFALLIBILITY OF THE CHURCH OF ROME. 



h 



All that has been said hitherto would be to no 
purpose, if the doctrine of the infallibility of the 
Church of Rome were left unexamined ; for there 
needs but an " Oh ! they are infallible, and cannot 
allow themselves to have been in error, and there- 
fore cannot recede;" and all idea of any approach 
to a reconciliation would be considered as unan' 
Bwerably set at rest. • 

But even supposing it were fair to take the ex- 
pBcation of this doctrine from the unguarded ex- 
pressions of violent men of the Church of Rome, 
goaded, as is likely, by the taunta of their adver* 
aaries, it would even then be ungenerous to be 
constantly twitting them with it, and to meet all 
their disposition to amendment with such a re- 
tort; and besides being ungenerous, it would also 
be foolish and wrong and injurious. For if we 
wished to provoke them to continue in what we 
think tlieir errors, and to produce in them a sullen 
determination never to attempt to rid themselves of 
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theni) a more effectual method of accomplishing so 
hateful a purpose cotd4 liaidly be devised. It 
seems however to the writer^ that this doctrine will 
admit of a ^r and rational exposition; and that with 
tl^^^i^p^tiou it j^. j^ certaiiily tnie^ aa at first 
sight it appears to be paradoxical. 
.^^^^(or^.if the .Church has authority to decide in^ 
jp^t^s of doctrine and discipline; imd.if her de^ 
^joa is binding upon the people, and sufficient 
]^^;|3:^l ^or their, guidanccj so that, into whatever 
j/^^a^dy th^ spiritual rulers may bring their own 
j^pl^ by false and mutable decisions, the people e^ 
safe 90. ^ng as they attend to her dir^tions ; then 
is the Church unquestionably, in this sen^Qi,^ ip- 
f^^l^f guide to the people : and though her d^ci- 
sion3^^lay be erroneous, and changed a h^^dr^ci 
timesyj sti^l, lyhat^ver her decision is, the-p^pgl? are 
i^4p. 8^e, and, as concern? their, sf^e^^ infaUible 

^r^T^Q^njake such an assertion in th^ .n^^^teen^b^ 
centugpy^.will probably be considered as fi p|ropf ^ 
bepott(fd bigotry; so many are there i^qw-a-d^ys. 
who* s^tti^g aside the testimony of th^ pid,ai^d New 
Testaments on this matter, scoff at all idea of Church 
authority: ^ct it is humbly thought th^t^Trpm th^^ 
New Testament alone, as much authority, jas h^9 
been here asserted may be proved to have been 
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givenj not to the Church of Rome particularly, but 
to every branch of the Christian Chtirchj in nfhldli 
the apostolical authority has been pree^crrved:- not; 
of course, in cases where the will of G6A is {d^; 
as if the Church should teach that adultery I1&8 
theft are innocent; but in those where the fniikskgiss 
e^cpressing his will require or adnnt of explanation, 
and in all cases where the law of God is silent;' - 
For either the authority here claimed for the 
Church of Christ must be allowed to have been 
given to it ; or it must be asserted that the CfanstSEUfk 
Church, which is to continue to the end of the 
world, has been left with less authority, than our 
Lord himself acknowledged to exist in the Jewish 
at the period of her last decay. For it is veiry cer- 
tain that in that Church there was an abundance cf 
erroneous doctrine"^* maintained by the authority 
of the spiritual rulers; and our Lord, it isweH 
known, pointed it out with an unsparing hand^ and 
upbraided, in the severest terms, the authoHsed 
teachers who had put it forth. But did he, dieit^ 
fore, tell the people that they were at liberty to dis- 
regard the directions of their spiritual guides ? ' So 
far from it, that he seems to have been at especial 
pains to prevent such perversion of his words'i^ 
would make the people, and not th'eir appointed 
and authorised rulers, the sheep, and not the 
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shepherds, the judges of what might be fit or 
unfit For this is his positive injunction — '^ tlie 
Sefibes cmd Pharisees sit in Moses' seat'^^; all 
iherefore thai they bid you observe^ that observe 
and do;' and the people were only cautioned against 
their hypocrisy — *^ for they say and do not" 

In order to get rid of the force of this^ it is some- 
times said, that what our Lord meant by aUy was all 
that they should read or declare to the people out of 
the law* But it is hard to suppose that such could 
.hare been his intention; because that would be to 
observe .and do, not what the Scribes and Pharisees 
bade, them, but what the law bade them : which 
they would equally be bound to do, whether it were 
declared 4x> them by the successors of Moses or 
by any oUiers. If, moreover, his intention was to 
Jimit their observance to what was read or taught 
out (^ the law, it is strange that he did not qualify 
^his expression, and explain that by aU he did not 
-mesui ally but only some particular things which it 
.w(Mild be equally their duty to observe whether the 
Scribes told them or not. That he did not so in- 
tend to limit it, is evident from his saying, when 
upbraiding the Scribes and Pharisees for their 
hypocrisy in neglecting the weightier matters of the 
Jaw^ while they tythed mint and rue '^, &c. these 
owght ye to have done; whicb, since the law is 
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silent on tbe subject, could only be firom^di^ 
having been appointed by the. Churcbi -^s ^ 

Either therefore we must conciude thait4he>d#eir 
sion of spuitual rulers is antbocity suflSdeii^ ftr 
the safety of the peoi^, though the deci«ion>b^ 
erroneous; or we must affirm that our hwai^fy 
some unknown and inq>ossib]e motive^ betmyfid 
and deceived the souls of his hearers^ by *ypffhing 
them an unsafe doctrine. . . > 

If then the authority of the Jewish Chuvchf to 
&r as concerned the safety of the people, waa^ir 
fidlible, it is not from the argumentum a m^dri 
only, that we infer that much more must the mi- 
thority of the Christian Church be so ; the expriea- 
sions used in the New Testament concemiii^ity 
seeming to place the matter beyond dispute, for 
let any impartial person consider whether the d^ 
clarations ** As ^ my Father hath sent me*, eten 
so send I you;" " Whatsoever''* ye shall bin4.O0 
earth, shall be bound in heaven;" /^ He^.ihat 
despiseth you, despiseth me;" '' I »^ am witbiyw 
always, even to the end of the world ;" " If®* hexe- 
fuse to hear the Church, let him be unto thee oa ^ a 
heathen man and a publican ;" ^^ Obey ^ them thi|t 
have the rule over you, and submit yourselvesi «&r 
they watch for your souls ;" and a variety oCeKpvea- 
sions to the like purpose, be not sufficient to es- 
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tablish the point. And if they be, then is there 
nothing in the title Infidlible, which in diis sense 
the Chtirch of Rome, in common with all other 
apostolic branches of the Church Catholic may not 
justly claim ; or which would throw any real im- 
pediment in the way of her revising her system, to 
accommodate it to the views and opinions of those 
between whom and herself diere might be a mutual 
wish for reconciliation. If in any case her au- 
thority be in&Uible, as concerns the saiety of her 
people, much more will all allow it to be so, when 
she shall have removed those diings which have been 
the occasion of scruple, and been considered ob- 
no^ous not only by members of diSEsrent commu- 
nicms, but by many even of her own. 

flow fearfiilly this in&Uible authority, when not 
only claimed, as it may be by every true Church, 
but allowed to the fullest extent, as it is by the 
members of the Church of Rome, encreases the 
abeady sufficiently tremendous responsibility of the 
ministers of Christ, it will be well for the leaders of 
that Church to consider ; that no they may remove 
from it, not only every thing which is really evil, 
(for this according to Uieir own views it is presunied 
they have aieady done,) but every thing which has 
even the appearance of eviL 



SECTION XVI. 

ON THE DOCTRINE CONDEMNED BY THE THIRTY- 
FIRST ARTICLE OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND. 



Let the thirty-first Article of the Church of Eng- 
land, which seems, at first sight, to bear so hard 
upon the Roman Church, be next considered. In 
this Article certain positions are condemned in 
stronger language than is employed in any of the 
rest, being styled ** blasphemous £aibles and danger- 
ous deceits." ^^ The sacrifices of masses, in the 
which it was commonly said, that the priest did 
ofier Christ for the quick and dead/' is the oliject 
of this severe condemnation. 

That we may not, through misconception, occa- 
sioned by the doubtful use of the terms " offer*' 
and '^ sacrifice," be deterred firom encouraging those 
kindly dispositions to our brethren of the Church 
of Rome, which it is the object of this treatise to 
promote, let us examine against what sense of 
these words the censure is directed. Now both 
firom the title of the Article, " of the one oblation 
of Christ finished upon the cross," and from the 
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first part of it, where '* the offering of Christ once 
made)" is spoken of and defined, it ia evident that 
the sense condemned is that which the words sacri- 
fice and oflering would, in their atrict acceptation, 
iiDply> namely, that every time the Eucliaristic 
service was performed, Christ was supposed to 
be put to death, and to undergo hia sufferings 
again ; and it is very possible, that from the inju- 
dicious use of tliese terms, some of the ignorant 
of the Romish Clergy may have thus expressed 
thanselvee. That tliis is generally understood to 
be the intention of the Article is manifest from the 
writings of the Commentators on it, who direct their 
attention to sliewing that in the strict sense of the 
term sacrifice, the Eucharistic Service is not to be 
so called ; which they prove by the passages from 
St Paul's writings. (Heb. vii. 27. ix. 26. 28. x. 12). 
Where Christ is repeatedly eoid to be offered and 
put to death once, in contradistinction to the aacri- 
fioes of Uie Mosaic ritual, which were qfier^mei 
dun. 

CertMnly no doctrine could better deserve the 
nctremest censure and condemnation, as impious 
snd blaBphemouB, than this so understood : and if 
H could be shewn that the Church of Rome sane 
titma it, reconciliation would uideed be hopeless. 



112* 



* CHBHTIAV PEACft-OtFftn«TG. 



I 



But happily for herself, for us, and for Christiaitit]^ 
ahe has, in her formularies, been at pains to guard 
-against such an interprelation. In the twenty- 
second session of the Councilof Trent, she describes 
the Sacrifice of the Mass, as one " by which that 
bloody one, once for all, performed upon the cross, 
might be represented, ajid its remembrance pre- 
served even to the end of the world;" and says 
again, that Christ on tlie cross offered himself once 
for all. In the second chapter of that session she 
styles the Sacrifice of the Mass an unbloody one) 
in distinction to the bloody offering, once for aU, 
upon the cross 5 andsays, that the difference between 
the two is in the sense and trieaning of the offering ; 
and expresses her anxiety least the Sacrifice of the 
Mass should be understood in any manner that 
should derogate from the bloody sacrifice upon the 
cross. In whatever sense, therefore, the terms 
" true sacrifice," in the first Canon, and " the 
priests offer his body and blood," in the second, 
may be understood, it seem to be beyond al] ques- 
tion, that the sense in which they are used, by the 
Church of Rome, and by which, therefore, she is 
to be tried, is twt the sense in which they are con- 
denmed by the Church of England. 

Now as concerns the term " offering," let it be 
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considered^ whether every time we ask for pardoa 
through the merits of our blessed Saviour, everj 
time we refer to his death as our expiatory sacri- 
ficei either in word or thought, every time we fly to 
that as our only refuge, and hold it up, as it were a 
talismanic shield, to turn away that wrath which we 
have ourselves justly deserved, we may not, in 
truth, be said to o£fer Christ and his merits, and to 
repeat the offering every time we thus pray or 
think. More especially may we be said to do so 
in the Eucharist, in which Christ's mystical pre- 
sence is believed, by deed as well as by word, 
** shewing forth the Lord's death till he come*'^ 
As concerns the term " sacrifice," Bishop Burnet, 
in his commentary on the Article, has shewn in 
how many senses the Eucharist may be tmly said 
to be a sacrifice, as the Church of En^and has her* 
self called it in her Communion service, though not 
in the original and strict one which both Churcbei 
agree in condemning. For every act of reUgiout 
worship is truly a sacrifice to God, and is so styled 
in the Scriptures. (Ps. cxlL 2. IL 17. PbiL iv. 18# 
Heb. xiii. 15). 

Some have objected to the use of the word *' yro^ 
pitiatory," and have observed (see Tomline on the 
thirty-first Article) that the Eucharistic service is a 

8 
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commemorative and not a propitiatory sacrifice. 
But what is the meaning of the term propitiatory? 
Is it not that the service or sacrifice so styled is 
supposed to render the person to whom it is oflfered 
inropitious or favourable, for the sake of Jesas 
Christy to those who ofier it ? And if the Eucfaa^ 
rist, in common with all the other services of the 
Church, and every private act of religion be not 
offered for this purpose, or be incapable of accom- 
plishing it through the Saviour's intercession, in 
God's name why is it, or any one of them, per- 
formed? 

. It is no quibble of words, but stands to the plain- 
est reason, that in whatever sense a thing is truly 
a sacrifice, in that sense it is a true sacrifice ; which 
is all that the Roman Church affirms concerning 
the Eucharist And allhough it is not meant to 
assert that the value she puts upon the word, or 
her acceptation of it, is precisely the same as our 
own, yet so long as it is not that above mentioned, 
to which, be it remembered, she is expressly opposed, 
it cannot surely be justly regarded as a ground for 
quarrel, or fdr the breach of Christian brother- 
hood. 



SECTION XVII. 

ON THE SUPREMACT OF THE POPE. 

The last subject of di^erence between the two 
Churches which shall here be adverted to, is the su- 
premacy claimed for the Bishops of Rome, either by 
themselves or their designing courtiers. The clum' 
is rested by them, on the Bishop of Rome being 
sit. Peter's successor in one of the sees which he 
founded, and consequently his successor in that su- 
premacy over other Churches, which, according to 
them, he had over the rest of the Apostles. 

It is not worth while to go over the trite but 

1 

unanswerable arguments against this preposterous, 
and, until comparatively late times, unheard of claim. 
SuMce it to remark, that, had no other information 
concerning the economy of the Apostolic College 
r^hed us, than what the four Gospels furnish, even 
from this the groundlessness of the claim would be 
manifest. For the claim must surely rest not on 
the Church being built upon the " rock" of St. Pe- 
ter's confession, (Matt. xvi. 8.) but on the authority 
given to him " the keys," namely, " of heaven" and 
the power to bind and loose. But this authority 
the other Apostles possessed equally : and Scrip- 
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ht^dfone, from St. P^i h^t fir^^tbe ^^viilfilil 
head. The thrice repeqied qQ^tipo^'tlpf^^jt]^ 
lpei)fi|id the tbrice i«pealed.(K>4Eimi«wfk)B; j^,|e<^he 

8|ieep^<(Jobaquu.) seem meraly.a^gmpi^ps^ui^/^^^ 
Ijy^iat^^ assurauce to St, Pet^^th^hjs^p^jiqj^^ 
^fj^s ^rffven^ ,ani that he wa^^ restored tO: ;t)ie ifoj^ 
^rily which xnigfat otherwise hiive'l)e€ua auj^g^ 
to lie forfeited* ,;,,,,.-. ^^^ 

^.•^£ut the other books of the. New T^tafn^q^j^la^po 
ttfe matter beyond question*. For how:, (^ J^Jb 
Peter's supremacy be maintained, when we.,^ 
told that of the first Christian council upon jcec^d, 
§jUf James and not St Peter was presi^e^tt (mi 
hence the author of the spurious deql:!et^^ ascribed 
tix St. Cle^ient hesitates not to style; St. i^.^rj^f;^^ 
* VJBishop of l^ishops governing all th? Ch^l:cb^ 
^Ipjch'w^Te every where founded®*;") apd wh^n 
wg.iknpw St. Paul thought so little of it, thfit he 
^upkd not to withstand him to the face, becaiise 
hp.was,tqbejblamed? , , r, 

-Bi^t even, allowing for argument's sake, whipb 
it isiinpossible to do in truth, that St. Pet^r ex- 
ercised this supremacy, how can it be shewn t^at 
his successor was to inherit it? In that case a 
mere bishop and an unapostolic character would 
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have poBWBsed supremacy over the aurviving Apos- 
tles : LinuB for instance at Rome, or Evodius at 
Aotioch, over St. John, the Evangelial, Apostle, 
and bosom friend of the Saviour. 

Nor ia this the whole of the difficulty. For if 
the BuccesBor of St. Peter is to succeed to this 
alleged supremacy, which of liis successors has the 
beat claim? He of Rome? or heof Antioch? Every 
impartial person will see that if the claims of the 
two Churches be compared, that of Antiocli, which 
the Apostle founded and ruled for many years be- 
fore his going to Rome, has at least antiquity and 
priority in its favour. 

Some of the ignorant and violent of the Roman- 
ists have indeed endeavoured to back out of this 
difficulty, by denying the fact of St. Peter's having 
founded and ruled the see of Antioch; but the 
Church of Rome must cat her own words before 
she maintains this denial ; which indeed her learned 
members have not endeavoured to do, or if tlicy 
iBd, would be at once convicted of tlicir error by 
the voice of antiquity. For not to mention the au- 
thority of St. Jerome ", and others of the chronolo- 
gers, they at least may be stopped by the evidence 
of Pope Innocent t. who in his letter to Alexander, 
Bishop of Antioch, acknowledges the Church of 
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Anttod^io^be^ ^^ prima priini ApoBtpbtaedbi V ivd 
18 putio grteX shifts to allege eren a speeiQUs pcet 
text why she should be willing of .herself to pa; do* 
ference to the Church of Rome* which iieaeeinstto 
admit is hardly to he expected. 

It would be well if some among the. Protestaats 
had not imitated these ill-informed Ri^taamsts, by 
denying the fSstct of St Peter*s having been at 
Rome. The denial will not stand half an hourls 
scrutiny: and they, who in their ill-judged s^al 
have advanced it, would do well to consider that 
the cause of truth b not furthered but hindered b]f . 
fidse and unwarranted assertions ; which give a plau- 
sible ground for believing that a cause must be weak^ 
when it is thought advisable to support it by such 
weak statements* The deeply-learned Pearson has 
placed the matter beyond dispute, proving it in his 
treatise concerning the succession of the first Bishops 
of Rome *, by the united authorities of Ignatius, Par; 
pias, Dionysius of Corinth, Irenseus, Clemens Alex^ 
andrinus, Tertidlian, Origen, and a host of other9^ 
Th^ &ct is not capable of being disputed, nor is it 
of the slightest importance to dispute it; for the; 
question does not rest on this point, as mi^t- 

* Chap. VII. 
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bevlnf(^iTed from the anxiety < of Bome persons 1^ 
deiTf rit^:but on the high and unanswerable^ %v^ 
gumevtjs above alluded to. To these may be^^otK 
joined the testunony of antiquity: it Will be snffi^^ 
cient to cite the conduct of Polycrates *^ of 
£phesus and his colleagues for Asia^ that of Ire- 
nseus^ibr Europe, and of C3rprian^ for Africa, in 
proof how little was then thought of, and how 
little deference was then paid to, this falsely-alleged 
supremacy* 

More has been said on this subject than was 
intended. Only diis may be added, that the 
Chmreh of Rome has injured none so much as- 
hersd^ by diis unwarranted claim. She has lost 
by H, over much of the £surest portion of Europe/' 
iba^ Intimate req)ect and deference whidi aU 
the West ibrmerly paid, and would gladly have- 
ccMrtinBed to pay, to the Bii^op of Rome in his 
umfersally acknowledged character of Pattiareb 
of the West; President of the Western Councils; 
and Bishc^ at the only See in the West cei^^ 
taiidy known to have been founded by the Apgs-^ 
ties. Let her claim be reduced and bron^t back 
todnsfinr and l^itimale measure: then periuqM 
it may not be utterly impossible (should a recon- 
dBatioa between the Churches erer be attempted) 
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to procure an acknowledgment of it from those 
who sooner than acknovdeclgQ i^> as at present 
m'gedy are willing to submit to persecution and 
death itself. 
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The author has thus endeavoured, as he proposed, 
to make an impartial and amicable consideration 
of the most imjiortant points of difference between 
the Churclies of Rome aiid England. 

Ifj in pursuing this course, he is deemed by any 
member of his own Church to have leaned too 
favourably to the Romish side, and to have insisted 
less than he should, on their errors ; let such a one 
remember what is the professed object of the wTiter. 
It was not to convince his own side of their being 
in the right (for this has been too often and too ably 
done to Deed being again attempted ; and any one 
who requires convincing on this point may be re- 
ferred to Bishop Taylor's learned Dissuasive from 
Popery; Mr, Faber's Difficulties of Romanism; to 
an excellent little work entitled, Friendly and sea- 
sonable Advice to the Roman Catholics of England, 
republished by Mr. Hook, or to many other able 
productions on the same subject) but it was to as- 
certain by impartial examination, whether, in the 
event of proposals for reconciliation being ofiered 
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by either party, and listened to by the other, Scrip- 
ture would not warrant us, and our duty to Christ 
oblige us, to extend the right hand of fellowship to 
the members of that Church ; and to consider them, 
as what undoubtedly they are, our kinsmen and 
brethren in Jesus Ciirist ; although most of the 
questions should remain undecided, and be left^ at 
in the Primitive Church they were, for the mgrt 
part, to the conscience of every individual. 

If any violent person on the Protestant side shall 
think fit to assert, because in this httle work he 
sees a Church he has been accustomed to hate 
and abuse, treated with the candour, and kind- 
ness, and affection which Christian charity would 
prescribe toward a true and apostolical branch 
of the Church Catholic, that the writer must be 
an enemy or lukewarm friend to the Church of 
England, let the charge be indignantly repelled. 
That pure and excellent Church has not among all 
her sons, one more truly, affectionately, and de- 
votedly attached to her, than the writer of theae 
pages. But that attachm^it is felt towards her, he 
hesitates not to avow, more in her essential, positive, 
and eternal character of Catholic, than in her acci- 
dental, conditional, and temporary one of Protes- 
tant. If the errors she protested against had ni 
8 
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been introdueed, she would neTcr haie beea Pio- 
lestant ; weie ibey withdnwn ake v€«Id cease to 
be 30« The last chantfter then may Waij be tcnaed 
oetkBtioiial and accidental ; but no diange of time 
Oi^in the conduct of others can ever oUitente the 
first. 

What then? becanse I loire my mother, shall I, 
when she nnhappily has a quarrel with her sister^ 
inflame and aggravate that quarrd, by settii^ het 
sist^'s conduct in a worse light than it deserves, or 
bjr endeavouring to pufi*her up withfidse pride, as 
diough she were herself perfect? Will that be the 
part of a Christian son? Will it tend to my mo» 
diar's good? or to my own hcmour ? OrwiUitbe 
eonsidting tbemterest and the expreued mshes oi 
the ^gieat Head of the Christian fiuaily, thus to 
widen the breaches of charity? Christianity re* 
qfaiteB[a£ its f<^owers very different conduct I 
shaUrmore truly shew my affection to my mother 
CSiunA^ more effectually consult the wishes of our 
common) L<»d^ by setting those points of diflerenoe 
inth&<sister Churchy about which the quarrel has 
arisen^ in the most &vourable light: by advancing 
thcutmo^ in extenuation of them that truth will 
admit: and by gently and affectionately reminding 
her that as she is not herself beyond the reach of 
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Hnprovcment, gbe should extend the kindneM ot 
charity to her siater who has not attuned flaw tt 
her degree of it. .a, -. 

But, some will say, if the Rooiish Churcli be in 
error, she should not be dealt with thus; harsher 
language would be more Btly used towards her, and 
a severer tone of ceosure. But when did bush 
language and ill-names ever convince a man of hia 
error ? or abuse and reproach win over an opponent I 
If the re-union of the Christian Churches (and with 
God no work is impossible) be, as it musit be, the 
object dearest to every Christian breast, a milder 
course must be pursued, a kinder method adopted 
to promote it. 

Otliers again will be inclined at first perhaps to 
think that the differences between the two Churches 
are too great, and too essential, to admit of the 
right hand of fellowship being given and rec^ved. 
It has been the aim of this little work to shew that 
this is far from being the case, that witli one ot two 
exceptions the differences between the Churches 
are Huch as may safely and fairly be left to each 
individual without impugning the i-urity or truth of 
our religion, as was the case in the Cbrisdan Church 
for the first five centuries and upwards, before a 
narrow dogmatizing spirit contracted the open arms 
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dp ftftife ■ jN iim ii- ii>»ck «iay jus^ be deemecl^ es^ 
sential, the Romanists have themselves shewn mdis^ 
pfeMbri*WM3icc oMi i M t i Jtee their services and sysiem 
tiSMtet^the* sern]^ and wishM of reasonable^ HV^' 
jktorlH^ se tiiat ^ Reforttiation or Protestation 
ltiii^^#M8 W answered its purpose* I instanee'lher 
iimciwid '^ images from their places of worshipM- 
t]ii#wa|iti9S^^^ translation of their Liturgy int6'" 
Eiigtial^' and the purifying it from most of the ob^ 
jM^o$Ablepvayerg and legends, which were arnohg^ 
th» Mtf e f of -Ae things aimed at by die Reformers t 
sl»A le^^hes*^ fiicts be an answer to ^ose wh<^,-iMp 
the strength of the violent speeches to whi(;h th^^ 
tMnt^^^aindtitfiroaohes of opponents have gMded 
9(^!b^^of ibe RiMnan Ca^oUcs, would asseH Aiti^ 
tbii'Qiuroh ef Rome neither can nor will -^u^oaiSl}^ 
a^'thE^i^be-lsasiAueh an object of Protet^ti^^ 
rMKiaiirdke'^as three hundred years ^go^ Thi^se^ 
{Ma piKj^ the fiilMty ^ the assertion i a^d eon^pe^^ 
esfi^flcuiaspect ihat in many who make it^' *^ dingif) 
maioisofetfeer to thdr iA««8rAf.'^ . -^ -' ■ ^'^ '^^ 
* oBiu^agabi'^^even if the^Cburcb ^ Rom^had^etrh 
nOj«Kspi^diMki ^ Aiis Uo met^l tHe wtshes«'bf ^thibi^f 
why a^ih^l?^ ei^driB^ to ^ctickide^ h<dr froiii^ cbarkj^j and 
fellowship;- whiliB a similar assertion with regards to 
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the sectarians would be hooted at as bigotry and in* 
tolerance ? What is there in the doctrines of the 
Church of Rome to make her the sole object of 
hatred and detesttUwn ? What error is there in the 
Church of Rome more alien from the ^irit of true 
Christianity^ than that which leads the Independents 
to break Christian unityy and to thwart the expieis 
wishes of our Saviour, for the sake of a surplice 
and the rails round the Communion Table I What 
error of her's is more opposed to Christian cha- 
rity, or argues a greater want of &ith in God's &- 
therly affection, than that which leads the Biq^tisls 
to deny the sacrament of Baptism to in&nts? Or 
say whether any or all the errors of the Church of 
Rome, were they even doubled or quadrupled, can 
equal the monstrous, impious, and antichristian doc- 
trines concerning God*s irrespective and immutable 
decrees of predestination to salvation or damnatioii, 
astaugh t by the violent followers of Calvin ? Is it there- 
fore contended that charity should wax cold towards 
these sects, and that we should hold them in detei* 
tation ? God forbid. Let the pure beams of Chris- 
tian love, which the conviction of her rectitude can 
so well enable the Church of England freely to shed 
abroad, play even upon these ; and melt and subdue 
that implacable spirit of hostility which they bear to 
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our Mother Church and their's ; and prevail with 
them to imitate her in the apostolic purity of her 
Christianity. But this is meant to be shewn, that 
^^f it be allowed to some, without imputation to the 
puaity of their Christian princijfdes, to think that 
these ■ sectarians are to be embraced as brethren, 
who, in addition to their various errors, are wander- 
ing about like wilful sheep, and having deserted their 
true and lawful shepherds, have submitted them- 
selves to self-chosen and self-appointed, guides ; and 
who would therefore have been considered by the 
whole Church of Christ for the first 1500 years to 
have excluded themselves ^ from the body of the 
Clnirch CaihoUc ;*<^ others may be allowed, without 
impieachmentto the soundness of their Christianity, 
to think that the members of the Church of Rome, 
who, though like these they have their peculiar 
errors, do yet maintain that apostolically derived 
authority which was always deemed indispensable 
in every branch of the true Church, have at least 
equal claims on our kindness and consideration. 
Moreover, when all these things are considered, per- 
sons may be forgiven, if they think that there is 
something else besides the difference iu religion which 
excites this fierce and deadly hatred against the latter. 
It is rather foreign to the professed intention of 
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this volume to toucH at all on the political bearing 
of the question. But since politics aiid reli^dn 
have been and are so mixed up in it, ihe 'aii&or 
craves leave to mention briefly what appeatHo turn 
sufficient answers to all the objections on'tUis scdre. 

1st, If it be urged that the Roman Cathdtlcs 'ibri^ 
slaves, and neither understand nor value thb pM 
leges of freemen, and are therefore unworthy to shaire 
in them ; it seems an unanswerable reply, that alin6ai 
all the &ee institutions of our country, which hlEiVe 
raised it, through God's blessing, to its high station, 
as an object of admiration for the whole world, ciime 
to us from the hands of these Roman Catholic slaves: 
trial by jury, Magna Charta, and our glorious and 
inimitable constitution of King, Lords and Commons, 
were the produce of the dark ages ; biit nothing of 
these enlightened days has been found to surpass 
or even equal them. 

2ndly, If it be urged, on ihe contrary, that the 
Roman Catholics are so rebellious and disloyal, 
that no friend to authority should countenance thetn, 
(though how this proposition can be maintained in 
the same breath with the former it surpasses a plain 
man's understanding to comprehend,) let it be al- 
leged in answer, that since the Reformation, two 
crowned heads have been murdered in .England, 
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Mary Queen of Scots, And her grandson, Charles I. ; 
and one deposed, James II. : and in norte of these 
atrocious acts were the Roman Catholics concerned. 

Srdly, If it be urged that their spiritual connec- 
ti<»i with the Pope of Rome prevents their being 
good citizens of a Protestant country, let history 
again answer, that in Elizabeth's time, when they 
were smarting under their deprivations and vexa- 
tions newly inflicted, and while the sweet taste of 
their possessions was fresh in their remembrance, 
so little did the Pope's autliority aviiil to make 
them betray their country, that the fleet which an- 
nihilated the Pope's and Spaniard's Armada, was 
commanded and partly manned by Roman Ca- 
tholics. If the authority of Pius V. in the six- 
teenth century was so little, is it not preposterous 
to imagine, that that of Pius VIII. in the nine- 
teenth, will be greater ? 

4thly, If it be urged that the bitter hostility ex- 
pressed by some of the Roman Catholics against 
our establishments in Church and State, makes it 
an act of madness to take them by the hand ; let it 
be considered, that language cannot convey senti- 
ments of fiercer hatred, than some of the petitions of 
the Dissenters, in the last session of Parliament, 
expressed against the established Church. At all 
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events then the cUins of the fonn» slaodon an equal 
footing with those of the lAitet, wMch-were graQled 
Butwe Bre wont in Englnfidto judge )peo;ile<m<ire 
by their actions than by their irords* And if his- 
tory be again consulted, it will appear -that 'wfaen 
last our Church was overthrown and tresqrfed in the 
dust^ when her bishops were imprisoned and be- 
headed^ her Clergy proscribed^ her places cf wor^ 
ship shut up^ her beautiful Liturgy fovbidden uader 
the severest penalties^ and die kingdom, in i^ort^ as 
far as her members were conoerti^, placed imder an 
Interdict ; the men who wrought that •overthrow hMd 
the same place which the Dissenters now hold, ex- 
pressed the same sentiments which they have un- 
guardedly let fall, and were assisted by a party 
within ^e walls, as is notoriously the case at pre- 
sent : and'when that ruin fell upon us, when Church 
and State fell, as they always will, together, they 
who alone rallied round them both, and shed their 
blood and lives and fortunes, in common with all 
who were great and good withm the three kingdoms, 
were the proscribed and ill-used Roman Catholics. 
Sthly, We ishall probably be told by the author 
of " Protestantism, the Polar Star of England," and 
others, with a tone of confidence, that God's judg- 
ments have always been manifested against the 
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laod^ in/prbfK)Ptioii asat has slackened in its hos- 
tiihy to the Rjontei Catholic religion. They wbo^ 
lAthe spirit ^aplayed by that writer, profess to read 
th^ secaret^ springs of God's actions, and to declare 
th^predke cause of his permitting events to take 
place ; And who feel themselves warranted in as- 
eifibSi^ to hi& anger, against what they consider 
aR dff^ice, the afflictions which he has in certain 
cases allowed to &11 on his servants ; and who, in 
the teeUi of the evidence which the life of king 
Chalrles, and his letter to his son, afford of his firm 
itttitchment to the Church of England, can ass^t 
that his sufferings were judgments of God against 
him for betraying the cause of Protestantism, may 
follow that writer to his conclusion. But they who 
remember the severe rebuke which in Luke xiii. 2. 
our -Lord gave to such uncharitable presumption ; 
or consider that the Scriptures teach us that tem- 
poral afflictions are by no means a mark of God's 
indignation and judgment, but rather proofs of his 
love and care for those whom he suffers to be af* 
flicted, will pause before they subscribe to a princi* 
pie, according to which, vice need only be pros- 
perous to cease to be vice, and virtue unfortunate, 
to cease to be virtue: according to which too. 
Sceptics and Infidels might fairly assert, that the 
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sufferings and persecutions which befell the Church 
of Christ in her eariiest days, should be considered 
as God*8 judgments against her, instead of being, 
as all true Christians regard them, the surest tes- 
timony both of his favour, and of the truth of the 
cause which thus sufiered. 

To them who find in Scripture (abetter guide in 
such matters than men's conceits) that the most ter- 
rible proof of God's anger is, the sufiering a man 
to pursue his course of wickedness unchecked, 
there is something a thousand times more fearful 
in the success which attended the rebellion of Par- 
liament and the Dissenters, against their lawful so- 
vereign, and in their being permitted to stain their 
consciences with the sin of regicide, than in the 
calamities which befel the royal Charles, and in the 
permission which was granted him to testify for his 
religion to the death : and there is something, on the 
same principle, equally more terrible in the guilty 
success of the misguided Mary, when she drove out 
him to whom she owed her being, to wander through 
the wide world for the sake of his faith, than in the 
trial wherewith it pleased God to allow her ill-used 
&ther to shew, if not by death, yet by " the loss of 
all things," his constancy to that mode of serving 
his Maker and Saviour, which he judged to be most 
acceptable in his sight* 
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If nothing Itoi tbtti|p^t>iiil 'ti*t>st>erity afnd fte sun* 
shme of worMfy'lM«rb«t; 'will ebnvince persons ot'i 
man' oir Iris icatise being infavbiir with God^ sur'el;^— 
in difer'honotti^ which attended the Duke of Vbrk 
while ccn^ftttiamlfti^ t)ut fleets; in the success xithik 
exertions after he became king, to improve our ttd-^ 
ritinfl(e^and'<!Otntoereitfl strength, which during his 
short reigfi he brought to an unheard of state of 
prosperity V^*^ lastly, in the praise which they who' 
haTetn©»t- hated him, have, till within these very 
few years^' allowed him, for the wisdom of those 
navigation laws of which he was the author, and to 
which iotnr naval, and therefore national greatness, 
has been attributed— ^^rely in theise things thei*e ii' 
enough even of hun^an glory arid go6d fortuncj tb^ 
satisfy those persons according to their own riile, 
that neither the king nor his religion c6uld be the* 
accurfeedr thfrtg they would have us imaging twtfi 
to be. '» 

If they want further temporal proof that the Rb- 
man Citflioliii' reKgion is not certainly aii iabbmihi- 
tion in the -sight of God, let them consider hxi^ hfe' 
recently passed over the Pfotestkht nations of the 
continent, and i*eserved to Roman Catholic Spain 
the honour of offering the first effectual resistance 
to the infidel power 6f Buonaparte; thfe scbtifge of 
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the natians: reserved if to Spain> to that country 
which it is the &shi<Mi to decry as dark and bigotted, 
but which has yet light and liberality enough to 
allow '' fear God^ and honour the king,** to be, as 
tfie ScriptureB teach ua it should be, the heart- 
engraven motto of noUe and peasant The alliance 
which was then formed between efMseopal England 
and Roman Catholic Spain, and to which God was 
pleased to vouchsafe the overthrow of the power of 
infidelity in the person of Buonaparte, seems to 
afibrd a degree of countenance to the idea (which 
in part suggested this book) that it will be by means 
of an alliance between the English and Roman 
Churches^ that the utter subversion and expulsion 
of scepticism and infidelity, under whatever names 
they may be couched, will, through Grod*8 grace, be 
effected. 

If this be not enough for such persons, let them 
take the acknowledgment of Mirabeau ; whose fa- 
mous sentence, " si vous vouleas une revolution, il 
faut decathoUser la France,'' stands recorded to 
reprove the mistaken party zeal of those who would 
ascribe that terrible revolution to God's angry judg- 
ment against the Roman Catholic Church: against 
that Church, forsooth, to which opportunity was then 
afforded for ninety-nine out of every hundred of her 
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Clergy to shew how infinitely above all worldly 
considerations they prized the religion which they 
professed ! An angry judgment against a Churchy 
whose constancy to the truth in Jesus Christ was 
thus enabled to shine forth conspicuously to the 
admiration of the whole world ! It is not by grant-> 
ing men the highest honours they can attain to, 
the palm, namely, of confession, or the crown of mar* 
tyrdom for the truth of Christianity, that God is 
used to shew his anger and displeasure. A better 
lesson to be learnt from that tremendous overthrow 
is, that as it was only to be brought about by a^e- 
partiffe from the Church, and by a neglect of her 
instructions, so it is by a strict adherence and atten- 
tion to her, that the recurrence of such miseries 
will most probably be avoided. 

Little gratitude does the author feel, and little does 
the cause of Protestantism owe, to that man, who, 
in order to justify a wild and daring assumption, 
would identify the cause of Popery with that of king 
Charles. If the cause of Popery be identified with 
that of king Charles, and the suflfering Church of 
England in his day, and in King William's reign, 
with that of the nonjurors and the suffering and 
persecuted episcopal Church of Scotland (of which 
Bishop Home remarked, that if St. Paul were on 
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earthy and were asked with which society of Chris^ 

tians he would choose to associate, he would name 
the episcopal Church of Scotland as most like what 
he had left) ; why then, *' Floreat Roma ;" but it is 
false : and little, be it repeated, do Protestants owe 
to that man, who by eudeavouring to separate their 
cause from that of the Church of England, and to 
identify it with that of the ParUament, would afford 
its enemies opportunity to ask in scorn and tri- 
umph, whether rebellion and regicide are proo& of 
God's favour, and of the righteousness of that cause 
which could only be supported by such dark and 
fearful sins ? 

To the eye of faith and Christianity, king James 
in the convent of La Trappe is a far higher object of 
envy and admiration, than his unnatural children on 
their father's throne. It is an undeniable proof of 
fervent piety, and of growth in Christian grace, to 
be able to regard temporal afflictions as — what in 
truth they are — ^mercies, and tokens of God's love ; 
a truth which Christianity taught king James, and 
which he has admirably expressed in his excellent 
letter to his son : and our Church has beautifully 
stated the same truth in her exhortation to the Vi- 
sitation Service, where she says, " there should be 
no greater comfort to Christian persons, than to be 



made like unto'Christi t)y auflfering patiently adver- 
sities, troubles, and siekriewes.** As concerns 
individuals, few or none^ it is presumed, will ques- 
tion this. If theh a nation be but the aggregate 
of individuals, it will be hard to say, why that 
which is allowed to be true of them singly, should 
not be equally tt'ue of them collectively. There- 
fore, in public, as well as^ in private cases, unless 
the sin have been gross and notorious, and the afflic- 
tion be in some evident way connected with it, it 
behoves men not to be hasty in ascribing the vi- 
sitation to a judgment for sin at all, stiil less for 
any particular sin. 

It is not meant to be asserted, that God no longer 
pours out his wrath in temporal sufferings to punish 
individuals or nations : but this certainly should be 
considered, that these things statid on a very dif** 
ferent footing now — when the hopefe and' fetra'held 
forth to guide men point upwa&rd to a future lifb; and 
our Saviour's example and instructidn has ^heivn us 
that suffering may be b, privilege — from Mrhat they 
did under the Mosaic dispensation, when temporal 
rewards and temporal punishments were the most 
ostensible springs arid motives for men's conduct. 
At all events, so inscrutable is God's providence in 
dispensing these things now, and so unsearchable 
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are his ways, (the justice of which we shall never- 
theless one day see as plainly as we now firmly 
believe in it9),that he who attempts to measure them 
by any arbitrary standard, is sure, like the author 
who has been alluded to, of running into inextricable 
difficulties ; and of injuring by his rash indiscretion 
the cause he may be seeking to advance. 

And therefore an attempt has here been made, in 
answer to that writer, to point out that the party, 
whose cause he has thus injudiciously advocated, 
can be shewn, in at least two instances, to have 
more certain marks of guilt, hateful to God, and 
liable to his anger, than the other: and to have 
been in a state more unquestionably demonstrative 
of that anger. 

For if we are warranted in pointing out any thing 
as a proof of God's wrath, it must be what he him- 
self has declared to be so, and not what may gene- 
rally be doubted whether it be a proof or not. Now 
to prosper in guilt, (as the Parliament did in their 
regicide, and the Princess of Orange in her unduti- 
fulness,) is unquestionably the most fearful and des- 
perate proof of God's terrible anger, as he himself 
has stated *• But to sufier temporal affliction, like 

* Psalm haxi, 12. Acts vii. 42. Rom. i. 26. 
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king Charles and the Church of England during 
the great RebeUion, or King James and the Church 
of Scotland at the Revolution, is declared by the 
same authority to be very generally a proof of His 
lore and favour *. 

Again^if weare warranted in attributing visitations 
to God's judgment for any crimes, it must needs be 
for those which are certainly and undeniably such, 
not to those concerning which it is matter of dispute 
whether they be sins or not Now that rebellion, 
regicide, and undutifiilness to a parent, are mortal 
sins, hateful and offensive to God, both he himself 
has asserted f , and the voice of the whole world will 
confess. But that the being accused, as king Charles 
has falsely been, of betraying the cause of Protest- 
antism, or being a member of the Romish Church 
like king James, are deadly sins, none will assert, 
but those whose judgments are perverted by party 
spirit : at all events, God has not so styled them. 

True Christian wisdom, as concerns this matter, 
is shewn, by considering every temporal affliction, 
whether of a nation or of an individual, be it past, 
or present, or impending, as a solemn check or 

* Acts xiv. 22. Heb. xii. 

t 1 Sam. XV. 23. Rom. xiii. 2. 1 Sam. zzvi. 9* 

2 Sam. i. 14. Deut. xxvii. 16. Matt. zv. 4. 



136 A CHRISTIAN PfiACE^FFERtKO. 

serious warning to ameiMlment : each man applying 
it to.his owa breaat, and; beginning the amendment 
there; according ta the' old -sayii^y ^'-letieVery 
person mend one, andthteii aHwiUbevfebded;" 
to which he may be encoun^ed* by iremetnberiligy^ 
that a few, even ten mett, would have; i}9er%tdth€* 
destnietion of Sodom: to persbns^ = thus dis]M0M- 
aflie^n must foe a blessing. It was not by ta^^ 
charitable carpings against others that the Ni no vi t feh 
prerAiled with God to turn away Ms ailger> blit t^ 
each' man searching out his dwnfailing»> and lilen 
confessing und forsaking diem. For as' it is thie 
multitude of individual sins, which malce up the 
guilt of a nation, and draw down God*s anger; so 
is it the multitude of individual repentances and 
amendments, which appease that wrath, and render 
the nation, through Jesus Christ, acceptable in his 
sight 

But to return to the religious consideration of the 
subject Another class of opponents to every pro- 
posal for shewing kindness or charity to the Romaii 
Church, is composod of persons who, having pe- 
remptorily interpreted the prophecies in the Apoca- 
lypse and New Testament to relate to that Church, 
do, on the strength of that interpretation, declare 
her to be Apostate and Antichrist ; and pronounce it 
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sinful to have any dealings with her. A more literal 
adaptation of the vulgar proverb, " Give a dog 
an ill name and liang him/* has rarely been met 
with. Such persons, before they thus, upon the 
strength of their (^tii/a&'M^^ explanation of obscure 
and difficult passages^ declare the bonds of charity 
to be broken, and the ties of affection and relation- 
ship, which should connect them witli the sister 
Church, dissolved, ought in fairness to consider, 
that there seldom has been a time when some new 
interpretation of these prophecies has not been 
urged, as peremptorily, and as confidently, as tlieirs 
is now. All those former interpretations they be- 
lieve to have been erroneous ; and therefore they 
must at least admit the possibility of their own 
interpretation being so likewise. 

The utmost then that can be advanced in behalf 
of their scheme of interpretation amounts only to 
a probability, which, however strong, cannot be 
stronger than the maintaincrs of other schemes fan- 
cied tliey saw for theirs, i If, on the strength of 
such a probability, these persons can consent to 
throw all forbearance and charity to the winds ; all 
that can be said is, that they have themselves, in this 
matter, through mistaken zeal, neglected the fun- 
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damental rules of that religion, for which they pro- 
fess themselves so jealous. , 

Let them moreover, before Uiej thus imhesitat- 
iugly declare the Roman branch of Ihe Church 
Catholic to be Antichrist and Apostate, consider 
whether any errors of that Church, or all together, 
(even if the iniquitous principle, employed agakist 
the great Lord Strafford, of alleging a number of 
petty offences to be equivalent to one great crime, 
be adopted,) can bear out or warrant the 'imputa- 
tion of these fearful terms to her. It is certain 
they cannot. For let it be remembered that she 
upholds^ with a care as anxious as our own, every 
thing that was deemed necessary for a Christian 
man's salvation for the first five centuries and up- 
wards. Can her addition^ since that period, of doc- 
trines and practices, some of which we deem super- 
fluous, and others erroneous, take away from what 
she holds rightly ? If I add a " lean-to" to my 
house^ my neighbours may consider it unnecessary 
and superfluous ; may think that it entails an un- 
called for expence to maintain it, and besides in- 
jures the beauty of the house, disfigures the propor- 
tions, and spoils the symmetry : they may even add 
that it argues a vain mind not to be content with 
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what, f6r 80 many generations, had been deemed 
sufficient: but will any man in his senses say, 
that I have taken away from the house by so 
doing ? Will the roof be less able to protect me 
ft^bm the rain, the walls be less serviceable to keep 
out die wind, or the house be less sufficient for the 
pmrposes of safety, thah it was before ? Certainly 
Hot. So long therefore as the Church of Rome 
upholds the true, essential, and fundamental faith 
ill' the Lord Jesus Christ ; in defence, and for the 
propagation of which, she has often shed her blood, 
land professes her willingness to do it again, if c&Hed 
on^ so long will that true faith keep her safe and 
hahnless from all such envenomed shafts of accusa- 
tions they will glance off without effect ; or if they 
produce any, it will be to return and palsy the hands 
that threw them. 

Once more, before judgment is thus peremptorily 
denounced against her, in common justice the 
bright side of our sister Church should be con- 
sidered as well as her dark one ; her beauties as 
well as her defects. 

Let her accusers see, as the writer has seen. 
Churches of the largest dimensions crowded from 
one end to the other, and the whole mass, without 
distinction of age, or sex, or rank, without regard 
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to personal accommodation — all, like one body, on 
their knees, and all, with one voice, joining in the 
responses, and let £hem say whether this looks 
like Apostacy and the spirit of Antichrist ? and if, 
after having witnessed such a scene, their minds 
should chance to turn to our own Churches, into 
which the pride of the world, instead of being at 
least left at the threshold, enters openly, and where 
the ease and comfort of the rich and great is sought 
to the inconvenience of their poorer brethren, and 
not to their inconvenience only, but oftentimes to 
the hindrance of their sight and hearing ; or if they 
should be led to think of the litigious squabbles and 
miserable jealousies which are oftentimes carried 
into the house of God, and maintained with personal 
violence, about the possession of this or that pew ; 
they may perhaps agree with the writer, that it 
would accord more with the spirit of Christianity, to 
turn our attention to our own faults, instead of carp- 
ing at our sister's ; to take a leaf out of her book, 
and to remember " the mote in" the " brother's eye." 
Let such persons again consider the noble and 
truly Christian institutions which are to be met with 
in Roman Catholic countries, and the spirit which 
presides in them : let them look, for instance, at 

• 

the convent of St. Bernard, where men of learning. 
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and education, and re8{)ectable stations in Hfe, 
submit t]» the sereiities and rigours of that iiW 
hospitable climate, to perform ofHces of charity, and 
do good to dieir feltow-creatures. Let them look 
at Hie institutions entitled Les Soeurs de Chafit^ 
which are to be met with every where, and of whicAf 
the one at Paris, when the plague was raging at 
Barcelona, sent a deputation of its members thither 
to attend the hospitals: let them remember thai 
the persons composing these societies, to which at' 
Pisa isid other places in Italy the care of the hd9^ 
pitals is confided, are persons of I'espectable statioM 
in :Ufe9 that their service is not compulsory, nof^ 
enren hired, but, generally speaking, is gratuitous/ 
airising cut of pure love to God, and a desire in' tH^' 
mehto prove themselves Christ's true disciples, by 
the test he has given us in the Gospel^^'^ By this 
shall all men know that ye are my disoiplee, if yc^ 
have love one to another/* Nor is it to the tnid- 
dling' stations of life that these exercises of charity 
are confined: there is at Pisa an institution of 
noble ladies, with the Dowager Grand Duchess 
herself at the head, the sole object of which is to 
attend upon the sick and the afflicted : there women 
of the most exalted stations are to be found, like 
their blessed Master, by the side of sick and dis- 
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eased patients^ writing their letters, reading to 
them, and instructing them, administering to thdr 
spiritual and temporal wants, and in short, exem- 
plifying the fraternity which true Christianity, and 
that alone, teaches us exists between all who 
bear their Saviour's name, whatever may be the 
worldly difference in their several stations — " All 
ye are brethren.*' Nor, again, is it the gentle sex 
only who exhibit these lovely instances of charity. 
The princes and nobles in that country have a 
similar institution, embracing all ranks, and con* 
ducted in the same spirit Let no one unagine 
that they are actuated in this by a pharisaical spirit, 
ostentatiously seeking for human applause. Con- 
cealed under their black cloaks, so that it cannot be 
told whether prince or peasant is passing by, when 
the bell of their order sounds, be it night or 
day, they repair from their different houses to assist 
those who are in sickness or distress, or to carry 
their bodies to the grave. Are these the fruits of 
Apostacy and Antichrist? Truly the tree bears 
good fruit considering its ill name. 

Let them, once more, consider the noble and illus- 
trious missionary spirit which the Romish Church has 
shewn, in her unceasing labours for the conversion 
of the heathen : of which labours, be it remembered, 
8 
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our Church is among the fruits. It is perfectly true 
indeed that, as some have said (to escape the shame 
they could not but feel at the reproach and abuse 
they had lavished on a Church to which, under 
God, they owed their Christian life) Britain had 
been Christian before the arrival of the Roman mis- 
sionaries ; but this is little to the purpose, since it 
is certain and undeniable that the whole Saxon 
heptarchy was heathen, when the Bishop of Rome 
sent over St. Augustine to instruct us in the true 
faith. Our relation to her therefore is one de- 
gree higher than it has been hitherto stated ; she 
is not only our sister Church, but may in some 
sense be styled our mother : and though this can- 
not and should not prevent our seeing her errors, 
and avoiding them ; it should at least entitle her to 
kindness, affection, and respect at our hands, what- 
ever her conduct to us may since have been. 

But her labours have not been confined to this 
country and others in Europe ; in the East, in the 
West, whether the countries were in the hands 
of members of their own Church, as in South Ame- 
rica, or in those of the heathen, as in Japan or 
elsewhere, her missionaries have spared no labour, 
or treasure, or blood, so tliey might but forward the 
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great work of bringing men to the knowledge of the 
Messiah. 

Let it not be said^ as the writer has heard it said, 
that it was not the cause of Christianity, but the 
interests of the Church of Rome, which these ho- 
nourable persons had in view : such an assertion car- 
ries its own contradiction with it When was it ever 
known, in any other instance, that, for the sake of 
advancing the wealth or power of a party at home, 
men would voluntarily exile themselves for life, and 
doom themselves to want, to misery, to torture, and 
death ? No — he who can give up friends, kindred, 
country, home, ease, pleasure, every thing which 
makes life enjoyable, for the too often thankless 
office of labouring to bring the heathen from dark- 
ness to light, must have a higher object than any 
earthly interests; a nobler motive must warm 
his breast than any which a share of such interests 
can hold out: and the spirit of true Christianity 
miist be faint in that mind, which could seek by 
groundless and malicious carpings, to deprive him 
of his hard-earned meed of praise. 

' If, after considering the sacrifices which the Ro- 
mish Church has made for the conversion of the 
heathen, we are led to contemplate the state of 
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our own North American Colonies^ which^ firom the 
time of their foundation to their declaration of in- 
'dependence, were never visited by a single bishop 
— or^ look toward our enormous possessions in 
India, which now in these last times have had one 
bishop grudgingly allowed them, and where the 
flower of our clergy are sent to fall martyrs, not by 
the malice of the heathen, (for that is guarded 
against carefully enough, by a government which, 
sooner than endanger a sixpence of its revenues, 
countenances the most revolting of heathenish 
impieties, and, instead of forwarding the work of 
salvation, thwarts and hinders it, by affixing the 
penalty of deprivation of office*^ to any native in 
their employ who may be led to embrace the true 
religion :) they fall martyrs to that niggardliness, 
which overburthens willing and generous spirits 
with labours beyond human strength. When, after 
considerijng the example of the Church of Rome, 
the mind rests upon these things, (and there are 
others like them^^) one is forced to feel that it 
would be more becoming, to say the least, to refirain 
K Iktle from lavishing the terms Apostate and An- 
tichrist, to lay our hands on our mouths, and to 
acknowledge, that though our sister may have motes 
in her eye, we have a beam in our own. 

H 
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Lastly, before dismissing this objection, let w I 
examine the four chief points on which the sp- I 
phcation of the Prophecies of the New TestameiSto I 
the Church of Rome rests, and by which tlie cha^ | 
of her being Apostate and Antichrist is supposed to 1 
be made out. 

They are, 1st, " the forbidding to marry*':" 
2ndly, " the commanding to abstain " from meats :* I 
Srdly, the Pope's "opposing and exalting himEelf 
above all that is called God, or that is worshipped, 
to that he as God sitteth in the temple of God**, 
<hewing himself that he is God :" 4thly, the being 
" drunken with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus "." 

Aa to the first of these points, the " forbiddit^ 
to many," let it be remarked, that it is rather an un- 
fair mode of treatment, a sort of blowing hot and 
cold with the same mouth, to charge the Church of 
Rome generally with " forbidding to marry," whik 
at the same time she is found fault with, for es- 
teeming the ordinajice of matrimony so highly 
as to count it one of the sacraments. If she haa 
done the latter, the first charge must fall to the 
ground: for St. Paul speaks not of those whe 
forbade marriage in certain cases, but of those who 
forbade it altogether, which the Church of Rome 
i never thought of doing. All she has d<^e-hai 
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been with regard to one das* of persons, Ec* 
desiastics, to turn the recommendaticm of the 
Apostle, '* I would that all men were even as I 
myself^, " " No man that warreth entangleth 
himself with the affidrs of this life^, " and 
** He that is unmarried careth ^^ for the things of 
die Lord, how he may please the Lord,** into a 
commandment : in so doing she has miscalculated 
human strength; and forgetting what the same 
Apostle adds, that *^ every man hath '^ his proper 
^St of God," and what our Lord has said, that " all 
men cannot '^ receive that saying,*' she has acted con^ 
trary to" sound wisdom and prudence ; and, through 
superfluous and mistaken zeal, has placed a stum^ 
bling^block in the way of many. It will be happy 
for herself and for the cause of Christianity when 
she shall reduce the commandment to its original 
form of a recommendation ; against which, as it 
has the express authority of the Apostle, and the 
implied approbation of our Lord to back it, and 
was fully acknowledged in the preamble of the 
law *•* <rf Edward the Sixth which gave the Clei^ 
liberty to marry, no one, it is presumed, will dare 
to object. 

Moreover, the slightest knowledge of Ecclesias- 
tical History will enable us to discover sects and' 

H 2 



k. 



lis A CHBT8TIAK PEACE-OPFBBmC. 

heresies whereio the description was compU 
filled. IrenKus '" in his work against Herenes 
(neations the Marcionites and Saturnines as teach- 
ing that to marry and to beget children was the 
device of Satan, thus setting at nought, as he 
says, God's creation and institution, Wlien we 
thus see the Apostle's prediction fully verified, how 
unnecessary is it to seek further, and to pervert 
truth by endeavouring to affix a stigma to our op- 
ponents which they are very far from deserving ! 

2dly, The Romanists are charged with "com- 
manding to abstain from meats." Of all the puerile 
objections which have been brought against the 
Church of Rome, this is the most ridiculous and 
contemptible : and Protestants would have done well 
to refrain from alluding to a point in their adver- 
sary's practice, which, if looked into, will place her 
character higher than theirs. If this censure of 
the Apostle is applicable to the Churcli of Rome, 
because she has appointed fasting in her seasons 
and days of humiliation, and has ordained that men 
should mortify their bodies by abstaining from meats; 
why BO is it likewise to our blessed Lord himself, 
who both fasted in his own person "*, and recom- 
mended fasting to his followers in the most powerful 
.way possible, by example, and by the promise of a 
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falessu^ '^; so is it again to the Aposdes^^, 
Ad' to the primitive Church ^^: and happily our 
own Church in her injunctions *® (whatever the lax 
and corrupted iTroe/ic^ of her members may be) is 
not separated from the Church Catholic in this, 
more than in any other instance. The only differ-^ 
ence indeed between the Churches of Rome and 
England here is, that while the members of the 
former obey the directions of their Church, and in 
imitation of the primitive ages, of the Apostolic 
College, and of the Saviour himself, carefully observe 
fiisting at certain seasons; the members of the latter, 
in despite of all these examples, and to the neglect 
and loss of the blessing God has promised upon 
it, refuse for the most part to attend at all to the 
voice of their Church. Whether this is a difference 
worthy of praise or of condemnation, let any impar- 
tial person judge. This perversion of truth, and 
this uncharitable attempt to cast an unmerited slur 
on our sister Church, has arisen, like the former, 
from a want of even the most superficial knowledge 
of Ecclesiastical History. For in the same passages 
where Irenaeus "" mentions that the Marcionites and 
Satumines forbade all marriage, calling it a device 
of Satan (and thus fulfilling one part of the Apos- 
tle's prediction), he shews that the same persons 
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likewise fulfilled the other part, saying of them* dnl 
they abstuned entirely from the use of ammal food, 
thus evincing " their ingratitude to God." 

3d]y, " The opposing and exalting himself aboie 
all that is called God, or that is worshipped, so thai 
he as God sitteth in the temple of God shewing 
himself that he is God," has been applied to the 
Bishop of Rome, and all the aharp-sightednesa of 
hatred has been put into requisition to find materials 
for establishing the charge. But never was failure 
more complete. The chief and only thing which 
gives it the slightest colour is, that some cringing and 
detestable flatterers did once address him as our Lord 
God the Pope. But they who would twist this into 
a proof, might in candour have allowed that the 
very title which that bishop assumes, of Vicar of 
Christ, againstwliich title their tongues are let loose, 
is a sufficient defence against the charge of profess- 
ing himself to be God. To such an application of 
the prophecy even Hammond's is to be preferred, 
who, struck with the accounts which Justin Mar- 
tyr '" and IrenaeuB '" and others have furnished con- 
cerning Simon Magus, was led to consider that 
" prince of Heretics" as " the man of sin" intended 
by St. Paul. For he styled himself the sublimest 
virtue ; the Father over all ; he said that he himself 
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had appeared to tho Jews aa ihe Son ; ax ttic Fa- 
ther to the Samaritana; that he had created the 
angets ; end that they, at his command, creat«d thf 
world: be was worshipped by hi^ fullowcra aa (ind ; 
and the Romans erected an nltar and atatue to hini 
as Simon the Holy Cod. I'he difficulties which 
lorae parta of the prophecy throw in the way of thi§ 
application of it, have generally been considered 
Jktal ; nor is any attempt here made to |>ros8 llie 
interpretation further, Umn to shew that in Simon 
Magus at least other parts were literally fulfilled: 
inasmuch as he declared tliat he wan the God and 
Father of all, the Creator of all things ; and was also 
actually worshipped. But the passage, if referred 
to the Bishops of Home, lacks even these points of 
resemblance. For they are so far from any preten- 
Bion of the sort, that all the power they claim (whe- 
ther justly or no il matters not) is by virtue of 
authority delegated to them, received by tradition 
through an Apotlle from the Saviour ; and to say, 
that he who claims to be heard as the servant of God, 
docs by that claim e-valt himself above God, or pro- 
fess to be (iod, is such a manifest contradiction of 
terms, as hardly any tiling but the infatuation of 
party spirit would lead a man to hazard, 
^liily, Tlie last of the points on which the appli- 
b4 
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cadoa of the name of Antichrist to the Papacy 
mainly rests, is the charge of being "drunken with 
the blood of the martyrs of Jesus:" and this at 
first seems to take more hold ; since it is certain 
that by means of the Church of Rome, and at hei 
instigation, numbers have been put to death for 
maintaining what they held to be the truth in 
Jesus Christ : and if she had stood alone in this 
work, it might have been difficult to prevent this 
description from attaching to her. But in most of 
the divisions which have taken place in the Chris- 
tian Church, each party, as it has had the power, 
has in turn resorted to these unwarrantable and 
unchristian means for enforcing its tenets; the 
Arians and the Catholic '" Christians did so in the 
fourth Century, the Iconoduti and Iconoclaatae "* 
in the eighth. These very means too have been 
used by Protestants themselves against the members 
of the Church of Rome, to whom Protestants 
would endeavour to affix the charge exclusively : 
thus fifty priests were put to death during ten years 
of Elizabeth's reign "*, by virtue of an Act "* which 
made a man's being a minister of the Roman Ca- 
tholic Church, sufficient cause for depriving him of 
life or liberty ; thus the murder of Cardinal Bea- 
touQ in Scotland was proclaimed to the world by 
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dttfcotch Reformers as the " godly fact "'' " of hi* 
murderer: thus too when first King James I. en- 
tered England, the three classes exempted from the 
pardon he then published, were traitors, murderers, 
and Papists"^. When, in addition to these facts 
we remember, that Sir Thomas More and tlic Bi- 
shop of Rochester "" were put to death on account 
of their reHgioua scruples ; that Calvin punished 
heresy witli the stake at Geneva '^ ; that Edward 
VI. did 80 in England '*' ; that the Sectarians in 
England followed tlie same track, as Archbishop 
Laud's bloody end sufficiently proves ; that those in 
Scotland did likewise, where the murder of Arch- 
bishop Sharpe'** was esteemed a holy and merito- 
rious deed; and so did those in Germany, where 
the progress of tlie Anabaptists "^ was recorded in 
blood and flames and impiety; when all these 
things are remembered and considered, as it will 
appear impossible to confine this charge to the 
Church of Rome, so shall we find reason for be- 
lieving that it does not apply to her at all. For if 
the, matter be weighed dispassionately, it will be 
doubtful whether any of the persons thus put to 
death can be considered, strictly speaking, as the 
" martyrs of Jesus." To their own opinion of what 
tl>«7 judged to be the doctrine of Jesus Christ, they 
II 5 
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were undoubtedly martyrs ; but it was not beeiiue 
they were Christians that they were slain, not be- 
cause they bore the name and professed the faith 
of Jesus Chriet, but because those who killed them 
deemed their doctrines confrory to Christianity, and 
derogatory to the honour of Jesus ; it seemed to 
them, that the holders of such doctrines were blas- 
phemers and impious, their persons offensive and 
odious to him, and that therefore, by an unau- 
thorized conclusion, it was the duty of all who 
loved him to punish them. 

The four most popular grounds for applying the 
term Antichrist to the Church of Rome being thus, 
it is hoped, removed, there can be no need to dis- 
cuss the peremptory application of the remaining 
prophecies of the New Testament. Various and 
dubious as the several interpretations of them have 
been, each system has been advanced, in turn, 
with an equal authoritativeness ; and an equally 
self-complacent conviction of infallibility. It will be 
more becoming to wait in patience for the time when 
God shall think fit to make all things clear, exer- 
cising ourselves meanwhile in the duties and graces 
of Christianity, than to pervert truth and impar- 
tiality and to cast modesty and charity behind us, 
in an over-zealous and imcalled-for endearoui to 
anticipate that time. 
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If any attempt, as some have done in other in- 
stances, to stop the writer's mouth from speaking 
a word in behalf of the Church of Rome, by saying 
that no member of our Church can deny her apos- 
tacy ; because in the Homilies she is spoken of as 
idolatrous, and all who subscribe the thirty-nine 
articles, in the 35th of which the Homilies are com- 
mended, have bound themselves to every expression 
contained in them ; let it be said that the assertion 
is an unworthy one. Hard indeed would be our case> 
if it were true, and we, by our approbation of the 
** pious and sound doctrine" of the Homilies, were 
tied to every harsh word which the violence of the 
tiroes drew forth. But the fact is not so ; and to 
assert it, is to set a wide and dangerous trap for the 
souls of men. 

Let it rather be asked, whether, if the Church 
of Rome in England had been then what it is now, 
the Reformation would ever have taken place? 
No one who considers what were the points most 
in dispute, can maintain that it would. Every one 
who has read the history of those times must feel con- 
vinced that — if what has been done now had been 
done then ; if the images had been removed from the 
places of public worship ; the liturgy translated for 
the use of those who were ignorant of Latin ; the 
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imjHOUS and olijectioiiable expressions for the most 
part expunged from the service ; the legends of the 
saints purified ; the sale of indulgences fidlen into 
disuse ; the Pope's power of deposing princes dis- 
owned; — ^the Reformation and Protestation would 
never have come to a head*. Since the Church 
of Rome then in our country, it matters not to what 
motive it be, charitably or uncharitably, imputed, 
has done thus much toward a reconciliation ; and 
has accomplished the main part of the things pro- 
posed by the Reformers ; and thereby has shewn 
that, whatever some of her writers may through 
vanity assert, she is not in fact immutable where 
good is to be attained; so that the objectionable 
part of her claim to infallibility is taken away; 
the soundest and truest members of th^ Church 
of England may fairly and conscientiously think, 
that the time is come when something should be 
also done on our part, to forward such a reconcilia- 
tion; and that, since the grounds of difference have 
thus in many points been practically done away, 
we are neither called uppn by our duty to our own 
Church nor to the Catholic Church in general, to 
keep aloof till every thing be done in accordance 
with our views; but are rather bound by both these 
considerations to hold out our hands to them who 
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have done so much, that they may be encouraged 
to do more^ and to reduce the remaining difierences 
on which we might think it necessary to insist : so 
may they who were the cause of the division, be 
the occasion of its being healed up. 

Many of those who are most eager to press the 
last-considered objection to all thoughts of a recon- 
ciliation, have turned their serious attention to study 
those prophecies which foretel the Saviour's second 
advent, and have persuaded themselves that they 
see reason for believing that awfiil event to be near 
at hand. Without examining the correctness of 
this persuasion, let an appeal be made to them on 
this very score. Let them reflect and ask them- 
selves, whether it is fitting to let that great day 
arrive, without one honest or hearty endeavour to 
bind up the wounds, the gaping wounds in the 
Church which is Christ's body, or to draw together 
the lips of that rent in the garment of Religion 
which has so long given its enemies just cause for, 
triumph? 

But then some will say, — and this is the last ob- 
jection that will be here considered, — if we acknow- 
ledge the Roman Catholics to be indeed Christians, 
members of a true Church, and worthy to receive 
the hand of fellowship, how shall we justify our 



Church for separating from theirs ! There is no 
need to justify or defend a case that never happened. 
We never separated from tie Church of' Rome. 
The usurped, unwarranted, and imperious supre* 
macy of the Bishop of that Church we did indeed 
refuse to acknowledge ; and having escaped from 
his trammels, we made use of our lawful liberty to 
remove certain things which seemed to us prejo- 
dicial to true piety — but from the Church of Rome 
we never separated. The act was not ours but hers. 
So far was it from the wish of our Church or its 
rulers to break off connexion with the Church of 
Rome, that at the final establishment of our Church 
in Elizabeth's reign, she sent an embassy to the 
Bishop of Rome with a view to keep up the rela- 
tionship. So far was it from their wish to separate, 
that, in remodeUing the Liturgy, the most anxious 
care was both expressed and taken that there should 
be nothing in it offensive to the Romanists, or 
which could give either them or any other division 
of Christians just ground for separating from our 
communion : the object avowed '^ and aimed at 
being with a mother's care to cover under one gar- 
ment all who held the faith of Christ in truth, that 
so the coat, though of many colours, might be with- 
out seam. And so well did this purpose succeedi 
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as far as the Romanists were concerned^ that for 
several years they assembled with us in our Churches^ 
and were in full communion with us^ receiving the 
Sacrament at the hands of our Clergy. Nor was 
this harmony interrupted^ until the policy of the 
Court rather than of the Church of Rome (for this 
distinction which the Romanists draw is very just) 
moved^ if History speak true, by the persua* 
sions, or terrified by the threats of Spain, put forth 
the fatal decrees, excommunicating Elizabeth, and 
denouncing our Church as heretical and out of the 
pale of the Church Catholic: and for what? for 
merely using the same liberty the Church of Rome 
had herself used, and, in the exercise of her ^scre* 
tion as to the best means of edification, omitting 
some ancient usages which she deemed contrary 
to that object — a decree far more fatal to the 
interests of that branch of the Church from which 
it emanated, than to that against which it was 
directed ; but far more prejudicial still to the cause 
of Christianity itself, on the incontrovertible prin* 
ciple that a house divided against itself, is brought 
to destruction. It is on this ground that the writer 
has felt himself justified in styUng the Church of 
England the injured party: and although to low 
and worldly minds this very fact might seem a 
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reason to return like for like, as has in ikct been 
done ; to generous and Christian spirits it will be 
only an additional motive why we should appear 
first in the race of charity; not countenancing herui 
her unchristian conduct by imitating it, but convict- 
ing her of her departure &om the rules of Chris- 
tianity, by being ourselves careful to adhere to 
them ; " not rendering railing for railing, but con- 
trariwise blessing ;" and being the first to hold out 
the handof forgiveness and fellowship, which shame 
at the remembrance of her injustice may prevent 
her from offering to us. 

Let but the members of the Church of Rome be 
convinced that though forced to believe her mis- 
taken and in error on certain points, we do not re- 
gard those errors with malicious joy and triumph — 
as the writings of some among us would seem to 
argue — but with sorrow and grief, as one would 
unwillingly and with pain receive the conviction of 
a beloved relative's faults : and it can hardly be but 
that this sincere and single-hearted kindness will 
entice or shame her into the like ; that it will, to 
use the expressive figure of Scripture, heap such 
coals of fire on her head, as shall melt down her 
harsh and unkindly feelings, and cause the two 
sisters, without touching upon moat of the points of 
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disagreement, or dogmatising concerning tliem, to 
link their hands and hearts, and consuh together 
for the joint defence of their common cause. 

Never surely was there greater need of such 
defence. The danger which is threatening, and of 
which none can be more aware than the writer of 
these pages, is not against this or that Church, but 
against the whole cause of Christianity. The axe 
which ia uplifled, and the evil designs which are 
barely pretended to be hid, do not aim their blow 
against the distinguishing doctrinesof any one branch 
of the Church of Christ, but at the root of Chris- 
tianity itself. The tendency of men's minds and 
the leaning of general opinion is not toward super- 
stition — the writer can almost say, would to God it 
were 1 for then there would at least be the founda- 
tion of faith and devotion — but to scepticism and 
infidelity. Our faith in the blessed Trinity, in the 
incarnation of the Son of God, and in the divinity 
of our Saviour, — this faith, on which the whole of 
Christianity rests, which all true Christians hold in 
common, and in defence of which the Romanists 
would be equally willing with ourselves to lay down 
their lives, is what it is now endeavoured to un- 
dermine and overthrow. If any doubt of this, let 
them well weigh the fact, that in this professedly 
Christian country the London University, the sole 
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^tinguishing feature of which is, that it started 
with openly professing to discard all religion, hu 
met with equal if not more support than that which, 
in proposing to admit all distinctions, only inaisted 
that religion should be indispensable. 

Another proof, out of many that might be ad- 
vanced, is the anomalous union which they who 
reject this faith, the Socinians and Unitarians, have 
made with the Roman Catholics, its staunchest 
maintainers, and so eager and jealous for the divini^ 
of the Son of God, that to honour him they would 
in their misdirected zeal go neaa' to adore his mo- 
ther, and make demi-goda of those immediately con- 
nected with him. The only intelligible motive for 
this union on the part of the Unitarians with men 
who are their very antipodes, is the hope of doing in- 
jury to the cause of real Christianity by the collisioD 
of its defenders, which they think will be produced. 
Let not the Roman Catholics be too hastily blamed 
for this union. They who are in distress, and have 
been deserted by those with whom they have a right 
to claim kindied, may in some sort be excused for 
making use, without too rigid an examination, of 
any aid which may offer. At all events tliey are not 
the only movers or dabblers in this unholy alliance ; 
that reproach has unhappily been saved them by 
the fatal conduct of the legislators of last year, who. 
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under tlie falsely-a^aumed title ol' Chriatiana, to 
which ihcy have as good and no better » cinini than 
the Mahometans, did admit to the houset) of I'nrlia- 
ment and to all officea, and welcome with o)Kn iirnis, 
these impious blasphemers of the Messiali. 

When llie danger thus presaes, ciui men tliink 
they are consulting for t!ie interests of Christianity, 
or discharging their duty, when, instead of being 
willing to unite in defence of the common faith, 
they choose rather to weaken the hands and injure 
the cause of all its defenders, by harping upon and 
keeping alive diUl'renccs on matters, comparatively 
speaking, of small moment, and non-essential? If 
our country were in danger, what would be the epi- 
thets applied to, and justly deserved by those, who 
should think more of their petty party disputes of 
Whig and Tory, or the like, than of tlie danger 
which threatened their whole country ? And what 
other will they deserve, or what better can ihey 
expect from their blesaed Master, who, when his 
house and religion are attacked by concealed or 
open enemies, shrink from an honest and united 
defence to maintain them, through jealousy of those 
who should aid tliem in the defence? 

Let it not be. Lei the plotters be caugiit in 
their own trap — the enemies of Christianity be 
fought and foiled with their own weapons. Let 



us make use of the opportunity, wbich, in hopes 
of injuring our common cause, they have afforded 
us, by the removal of the jarring disabilities, once 
more to unite heart and hand, with those from 
whom we have too long been severed, in protecting 
our holy and common cause. So may what our 
enemies intended for our weakness be turned into 
strength ; and what they have designed for evil be, 
by God's grace, made the means of doing good to 
our holy and eternal faith. 

With this let us conclude. What thanks the 
writer may receive he is not anxious to count. His 
sole aim and purpose has been to endeavour to de- 
fend and advance the sacred cause of Christianity, 
by the Christian means of promoting truth and 
charity among all true Christians. As far as he has 
done this in humility, and singleness of heart, and 
faith, he may look for favour ; Scripture warranting 
him in the belief, that high and honourable is the 
office he has thus feebly endeavoured to fulfil ; and 
that, feeble though his endeavours be, they will 
not be destitute of acceptance, — at least with Him 
who suffers not even a cup of cold water given to a 
disciple to go without his approbation. 

" Blessed are the peace-makers, for they shali 
be called tlie children of God." 
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Page 9. 

' The Church of England maintained likewiiei^ See 
Bishop Taylor's treatise entitled " The real presence 
and Spiritual of Christ in the blessed Sacrament proved/' 
Vol. IX. Heber's Edition. See also Burnet's History 
of the Reformation. Part II. p. 109. 108. 128. 612. 

Ibid. 

^ Scotland] In the Eucharistic ser%*ice of the Epis* 
copal Church of Scotland the words used at the de* 
livery of the elements are the same with those in the 
first prayer-book of King Edward VI. without the later 
additions. 

Ibid. 

' America] The Episcopal Church of America haa 
altered the expression in the Catechism from " verily 
and indeed" into '' spiritually," but she has made no 
alteration in the words used at the delivery of the 
elements ; and her prayer of consecration more fully 
manifests her belief in the real presence than that in our 
own Church " that we who shall be partakers of his 
holy Commimion, may worthily receive the most pre- 
ckms body and blood of thy Son Jesus Christ." 
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Page 9. 

* Bucer] His chief aim in this matter was to procure 
an miion between the Lutherans who held the doctrine 
of consubstantiation, and the Zuinglians who denied in 
toto any presence at all. See Roll's lives of the Be* 
formers wider the head Bucer, and the authorities there 
cited. 

Ibid. 

' and Cahim] See again Roll's lives of the Refarmers 
under the head Calvin : and Burnet's History of the 
Reformation, Part II. p. 168. Also Calvin. Institut 
L. IV. c. vii. §. 32. de Missae Sacrific. his words are 
** In the Supper Christ Jesus, namely, his body and 
blood, is truly given under the signs of bread and wine." 

Ibid. 

* Luther and Melancihon'] These Reformers adopted 
the doctrine of consubstantiation, that is, that Christ's 
body was corporally and substantially present together 
with the real bread and wine. This was admitted into 
the Augsburg Confession, 10th Art. in these words 
** that with the bread and wine the body and blood of 
Christ are truly and substantially present in the Lord's 
Supper : and that they are truly given with the visible 
elements, that is, with the bread and wine, to those 
who receive the Sacrament." 

Page 10. 
^ mstftt/Ui<m] Mosheim, Eccl. Hist. Cent. IX. part iL 
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\. 10. How fully he is borne out in asseriing the 
universal reception of this doctrine appears by n re- 
ference to the Oriental Liturgies. The most remark- 
able are that of St. Clirysostom, and St. James, aa 
used in the Greek and Syrian Churehca, those of St. 
Matk, St. Qasil, St. Cyril in Caiceh. MystSK- V., but 
above all the Clementine Liturgy contained in the 
Apostolical Constitutions ; which " never having been 
used in any Church eince it was inserted in the Apost. 
Coostit. has none of those additions which were afler- 
wards introduced into the other Liturgies." (Preface to 
the Liturgy of St. James, Lond. 1744.) In all theiie 
the words of consecration are to the same purport as 
tliose retained in our Church during the reign of Ed- 
ward VL(Burnet. Hist. Reform. Part II. |i. 122.) "With 
thy Holy Spirit vouchsafe to lileas and sanctify these 
thy gifls and creatures of bread and wine, that he may 
make the bread the body, and the cup the blood of our 
tiord Jesus Christ." To the same purpose the Ethiopian 
Liturgy may be cited us it appears in a curious little 
work intitled, " Modus baptizandi, &c." published in 

uso. 

Page 13. 

' GreeA] The following is part of the oath which 
every Russian Bishop takes at his consecration. " He 
believes and understands that the T ran substantiation of 
ihe body and blood of Christ, in the holy supper, as 
taught by the Eastern and ancient Russian Doctors, 
is efTected by the influence and operation of the Holy 
Ghost, when the Bii^hop or Priest invokes God the 
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Father in these words, * And make this bread the 
precious body of thy Christ/ " King's account of die 
Russian Churdit p. 12. 

Page 15. 

' to worship] As they themselres arow diat diey 
worship Christ in the wafer, it is fair to argue upon 
that ground : had they not done so, it might safely be 
asserted, that the mere bowing the knees or head, st 
the eleration of the Host, does not necessarily imply 
the worship^g the Host, but him whose suflferif^ 
and death for the sins of men are thus brought to their 
recollection. ** Do this in remembrance of me.* And 
this was probably the original meaning and intention 
of the practice. 

Page 1 9. 

^ Cajetan] apud Suarez Tom. III. disput. 46. §. S. 

Ibid. 

" Fisher] Contr. Captiv. Babylon. Cap. I. " Neque 
ullum hie verbum positum est, quo probetur in nostra 
missa veram fieri carniset sanguinis Christi praesentiam." 

Ibid. 

" de Aliaco] In 4 Sent. q. 6. lit. 1. " Ea non 
sequitur evidenter ex Scripturis.** 

Ibid. 
" Scotus] In 4 dist. 11. q. 3. 
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Page 19. 

^* Biel] Lect. 40. in canon. Missae. " Quomodo ibi 
sit corpus Christi, an per conversionem alicujus in ipsum, 
an sine conversione incipiat esse corpus Christi cum 
patiey manentibus substantia et accidentibua pams* non 
invenitur exprestum in Canone Biblise." 

Ibid. 

" Melchior Canus] Lib. I. de Euchar. c. 34. " Per- 
petuam Mariae virginitatem — conversionem panis et vini 
in corpus et sanguinem Christi— non ita expressa in 
libris Canonicis intenies." 

Ibid. 
*• Taylor'] Vol. IX. p. 432—4. 

Page 20. 

*^ Ragusid] De Communione sub utraqne specie. 

Ibid. 
** Cajetari] Part III. qu. 80. art. 8. 

Ibid. 
*' Jansenius] Concord. Evang. c. 59. 

Page ^I. 

^ Tertullian] De Resurr. Carn. 87. '* Sic et si camem 
ait nihil prodesse, ex materia dicti dirigendus est sensus. 
Nam quia durum et intolerabilem existimaverunt ser- 
monem ejus, quasi vere camem suam illis edendam de- 

i2 
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tenninasBet, at in g p ir i tum disponeret statfun saluds, 
prsemisity Spiritus est qui vivificat." 

Page 21. 

'* Origen] In Lect. c. 10« horn. 7. ** Si secimdoin 
literam sequaris hoc ipsiun quod dictum est : ' Nisi 
manducaveritis camem meam et biberitis sanguinem 
meum, occidit haec litera.' 



» » 



Ibid. 

** Ambrose] De Sacrament. Lib. v. c. 4. " Non iste 
panis est, qui vadit in corpus, sed ille panis vitae astemae 
qui animee nostrae substantiam fulcit. Fide tangitur, 
fide videtur, non tangitur corpore, non oculis compre- 
henditur." 

Ibid. 

^ Athanasius} In tractatu quicunque dixerit on a 

XeytL oifK ttm (rapKuca^ hWa wevfiariKa lya rriQ 

ortjjfJLaTiKrjc evvoiac avrovg a^Xjcvo*^ fcai Xoiirov rrjv eipri 
fxevrfv (rapKa Pptinnv dvia^tv ohpaviov xgt wevfiaTiajv 
Tpo<l>riv irap* ahrov di^fietnfiv fia^bunv. 

Ibid. 

^* Theaphylact] In Job. vi. ** Putabant isti, quod 
Deus cc^eret aapKoil>ayovs quia enim nos hoc spiritua- 
liter intelligimus, neque camium voratores sumus, imd 
sanctificamur per talem cibum, non sumus camis vora- 
tores." 

Page 24. 

^ Ignathu] Epist. Smym. §. vii. '* "Ehxapiariag 
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dwixoyrai, ^la to fiti ofxoXoyeiy rriv iv\apiOTiav oapKa 
ilvai rov Irttfrripot iifuay *Iif9ov Xpi^rov, Ttir hrsp dftap* 
Tuav iifUMtv va^ovtraVf fip rp j(pfi9rorfiTi b Tarrip i^yupffv.** 

Page 24. 

. ^ Ignatiui] Epbt. Ephes. §. v. lav /ii; tiq 1} iyroc 
TC¥ ^vtnaoTrjptov IrorcfMiroi rov dprov rov 8cov. 

Ibid. 

*^ ibid,'] §• 20. lya dprov KXktyree 6c ianv tf^apfjiaKoy 
diavaaiaQ. 

Ibid. ^ 

•• Justin Martyr] Apol. I. §. 66. Edit. Wirceb. oh 
yap CfQ Koivov dprov ohSi Koiyov TOfia ravra Xafiftavofiey 
dXV 6y Tpoiroy ^la Xoyov Qtov ffapiconoiri^cic 'li/^ovc 
XpitrroQ 6 (riorrip iifjiutyf Kai trapKa Kai aifxa vnep otarripiai; 
flfiufV i(T\ey, ovtioq Kai Ttfy h* eifxng Xoyov rov Trap* ahrov 
ehxapurrri^eKray rpoff^riyf c£ 4c alfjia Kai oapKiQ Kara fitra" 
fioXrfy rp€<l>oyTai fifuoyf tKtiyov rov (rapKOTTOifi^eyros *lri<rov 
Kai <rapKa Kai alfxa eiiia^SfffJiiy eivai. 

Page fl5. 
* Cyril] Mystag. IV. 

Page 126. 
•• prqferamus] Cyril, in Johan. L. IV. c. 13. 

Ibid. 

*' Tonstal^ De Eucharistid, Lib. I. p. 46. " De modo 
quo id fiat, satius erat cutioalun quemque relinquere 
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wm coi^ectune, ticut Uberum fiiit imte concilium La- 
teranum*" 

PageSe. 

^ others, witness :] Erasmus. 1 Cor. vii. '' In synaxi 
tranaubstantionem 8er6 definivit £cclesia ; dih satis erat 
credere, sire sub pane consecrato, sire quocunque modo 
adesse verum corpus Christi.'' Durand. Synops. Chron. 
p. 203. '' Verbum audimuSy motum sentimus, modum 
nescimus, preesendam credimus." Job. Ferus. in Matt. 
xxvi. " Cum certum sit ibi esse corpus Christi, quid 
opus est disputare num panis substantia maneat, yel 
non ?" St. Bernard. £p. 77. " Quomodo enim id fiat, 
ne in mente intelligere, nee lingui dicere possumus, ted 
silentio et firma fide suscipimus." 

Ibid. 
» Taylor] Vol. IV. p. 271. 

Page 30. 

** acknowledges'] Concil. Constan. Sess. 13. A.D. 
1414. 

Ibid. 

^ Gelasius'] Apud Gratianum de Consecr. dist. 2. cap. 
Comperinus. 

Page 31. 

^ Chalice"] Radbert de Corp. et sangu. Domini, c. 9. 

Ibid. 

^ modern Greeks'] See tbe Eucharistjc service in 
King's Greek Cburch, p. 173. 
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Page S2. 
3s laymerii heardi] See Jeremy Taylor, x. .028. 

Page 35. 
» w the churcK] 1 Cor. xiv. 28. 

Ibid. 

40 Orif^en] Contr. Cclsum. L. VIII. J. 37. Edit. 
Wirceb. ol fiev 'EXXiyvec 'KXXiyvticoic oi ii Pw/xaiot Pw- 
/jtaucocc {oyofiaffi \pu>vrai iv race eirxacc) vac ovr<Dc (vao^- 
roc Kara riyv cavrov {(aXecroi^ thytrui rf Oey. 

Ibid. 

41 Chryiostom] See 1 Cor. Horn. 85. cav /xy; re etirw 
Ivvafuvov hfiiy thXrivroy yiveaOai, xai ^vyafjiiyov iiyui 
va^tQ ohiev KcpiayayriQ innXtvirtoOe* 

Ibid. 

4t Austin] De doctr. Christ, c. 5. et super Psal. xviii. 
con. 2. 

Ibid. 
^ TheoJoret"] Lib. qui ex var. Script, loc. 9. 278. 

Ibid. 
^ /erome] Epist. ad Sophroniuxn. 

Ibid. 

** Xm6ro*c] super 1 Cor. xiv. 

i4 
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Page W. 

^ and UmguagBs] Cod. LaU'IY. c. 9« A «taAu 
spirit breatbed in iihe answer of Pope Gregory to St. 
Augustin the English Missionary, ott his askn^ for kt^ 
struction concerning the ordering the service of the 
newly converted English Church. St. Augustin's ques- 
tion was, ** Whereas the fiuth is one and the same, yet 
there are divers customs of Churches, and one custom 
of Masses is observed in the Holy Roman Church, and 
another in the Gallican Church." Pope Ghregory an- 
swered, ** Your brotherhood knows the custom of t)ie 
Roman Church, in which you remember you were bred 
up. But it pleases me, that if you have found any thing 
either in the Roman, or the Gallican, or any other Church, 
which may be more acceptable to Almighty God, you 
carefully make choice of the same, and principally infuse 
into the Church of the English, which as yet is new 
in the faith, whatsoever you can gather from many 
Churches. For things are not to be asserted for the 
sake of places, but places for the sake of good things. 
Choose, therefore, from every Church those things that 
are pious, religious, and upright, and having, as it were, 
made them up in one mass, depose them as a custom in 
the minds of the English." Bede's Eccl. Hist. p. 73. 

And before his days another St. Augustin (of Hippo), 
received the same kind of advice from St. Ambrose, 
when he enquired how he should conduct liimself with 
regard to the different observances in different Churches* 
St. Ambrose's reply was " When I come to Romcj I 
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fast on the Sabbath, when I am here (Milan) I do not. 
So also do you, to what Church soever you may come, 
cimexs^ the custom of it, if you do not wish to be the 
oqeiiSHOii of o&nce to anotherr nor another to yout" 
AfHid Augustin. £p« cxviiL ad Januarium, cap. 2. 

Page 37, 
•■^ give account] Taylor, x. p. 170. 

Page 40. 

^ condemned' the very idea] Lactantius, Lib. II. 
de Orig. Error, c. 19. " Non est dubium, quin Religio 
nulla sit, ubicunque simulacrum est.'* Origen contr. 
Cels. Lib. vii. J. 64. Edit. Wirceb. " oh fiovov licrpi' 
irovrai. dyaKnara^ dXKa koX tin. to dtroQvqaKtiVy ore Set, 
eTOifiiac kp\0VTai vvep tov /iij fioXvvai tuv vepi Oeov 
TU)y 6\u)y v7ro\]}i//cv ^la tivoq toiovtov i^apavofirifiaTog.** 
Cyril. Epist. ad Joh^ Hieros. Concil. Elib. A.D. 305. 
Can. 36. Chrysostom. Com. in Isaiah, C. 2. v. 8. " ciy- 
Xitiv on evrevdev Kara fxiKpov vTetrKeXitrdrftrav elg to Trjfi 
dwwXeiaQ fiapa^pov, Kai ei^ujiXa npoaeKwrjaav.** " to 
l3SeXvyfjLa to jxitrrfToy koX dtroarpOi^riQ d^iov iv tti ypa^i) 
Xcycraf irav le dhiaXov toiovtov. 

r. ; !' Ibid. 

^ Augmtin] De Haeres. ad ** Quod vult Deum" paulo 
ab Mdo Heeres. I. 

'- r - Ibid. 

«* Jiteddoret'] Hcferet. Fab. Lib. I. Tit. Shnonis Ha- 

res;fn^. - 

i5 
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Page 40. 

*^ IrmuBUi] Adv. Hanres. I. c. M. << etiam imagines 
quasdam depictaa, quasdam autem et de reliquA materia 
fabricataa habent, dicentes fbrmam ChristL" 

Page 43. 
« Mother of Ood] Cone. Nic. II. Act I. 

Ibid. 

^ paid to U] Jacob. Naclant. Clog. Expos. Epist. 
ad Roman, c T. 

Page 44. 

the use of images has happily been discontinued] 
The only thing of the sort to be found in the Roman 
Catholic Chapels in this country, save in one or two in- 
stances, is sometimes a crucifix, sometimes a cross, 
which is placed upon the Communion Table, called by 
them the Altar, as the Rubric of the Roman Missal re- 
quires : " Super aitare collocetur crux in medio." Of 
the cross we ourselves make constant use, there being, 
comparatively, few Churches in which it is not to be 
found either sculptured on the roof or painted on the 
glass, or embroidered on the pulpit and communion 
clothes. Of this, be it crucifix or cross, which is so 
placed in the Roman Catholic Chapels, no use is made, 
nor are the people required to shew any worship or 
reverence to it. The head, indeed, is usually bowed 
when passing before the altar ; but the same would be 
done if the table were destitute of the ornament. I^ 
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is a custom in ver)^ frequent use among ourselves in 
country parishes and Cathedrals, on entering and leav- 
ing the Church. 

Page 50. 

^ see it extended] See the Bishop of Aire's Amicable 
Discussion, Lett. xiv. quoted by Faber in his *' Diffi- 
culties," p. 214. 

Page 51. 

^ Scripturel Psal. xxxiv* 7. Heb. i. i4i 2 Kings 
VI. 1 7. 

Page 54. 
*• yet unborn] John xvii. £0. 

Page 55. 

^ allusion is made] Luke xvi. 27. 

Page 56. 

* false worship] " O holy mother of God, deliver 
us from all dangers.'' ** O sweet lady, enlighten me with 
grace" Poor Man's Manual, Dublin, 1821. See also 
the passages adduced by Faber in his '' Difficulties," 
pp. 232, 233, 234. 

Page 61. 

^ souls have been injured] Such is presumed to have 
been the motive which weighed with the compilers of 
our Liturgy, (who adhered as nearly as they deemed safe 
to the ancient usages) to omit this pious, ancient, and 

I 6 
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imivend pimctiee. All that shall be said then is, 
Ood forgive those who by their eormptioiis indticed diis 
necessity, and caused our careful reformers to consider 
it their duty to deprive our Liturgy of what may be 
considered one of the most beautiful and endearing 
parts of the Liturgies of other Churches. Who can hear 
the " requiem setemam," or even the simple '* Memento, 
Domine, £Eimulorum £Eiinularumque/' without wishing 
that no such necessity had appeared ? 

Page 62. 

00 many centuries] Bishop Taylor asserts it to have 
prevailed for more than 700 years. Vol. IX. p. 439. 
See the authorities there cited. 

Ibid. 

^^ eastern'] See Salt's account of the baptism of a 
boy in Abyssinia, p. 387, of his travels. " The boy 
afterwards, according to the custom of most of the 
Eastern Churches, was admitted to partake of the Holy 
Communion." 

Page 64. 

^ Purgatory] This doctrine seems to have had its 
origin in an idea of many of the early Fathers (Taylor 
X. 149.) that " all men, Christ only excepted, shall be 
burned with the fire of the world's conflagration at the 
day of judgment." But the doctrine of purgatory as 
held at the present time in the Church of Rome is be- 
yond question of late invention. St. Austin in the fourth 
century puts it as a matter of query " Whether it be so 
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or not, and possibly it may be ibund to, and poambly it 
may never." (Enchirid. c. 68, 69.) No trace. of indul- 
gences relating to it are discoverable before Ghregory's 
time in the sixth century (Polydore Virgil, Invent. 
Reruro, VIII. c« 1 .) Fisher of Rochester acknowledges 
*^ that the early Greeks make none or rare mention of it :" 
(Art. XVIII. contr. Luther.) and up to this day it is 
rejected by the Greek Church. 

Page 65. 
^ tenor of Scripture] Eccles. xi. 3. Rev. xiv. IS. 

Ibid. 

^ and the early ages] Justin Martyr, Resp. ad quest. 
75. Cyprian, ad Demetrian, §. 16. Ambrose. deBono 
Mortis, c. 4. Gregory Nazianzen, ** after this life there 
is no purgation." In Eccles. c. vi. 

Page 66, 
^ canons of the early coundils] Penitents in the primi- 
tive Church were divided into four classes. 1 . Mourners, 
(wpo<rK\aiovT€c) who stood without the doors of the 
Churches, and asked for the prayers of the faithful as 
they went in or came out. 2, Hearers, (dKpowfiiyoi) 
who stood just within the gates, in the porch, {yap^rii) 
and heard the Scriptures, and were then dismissed with 
the Catechumens. 8« Those under subjection (viroiriir- 
roi/rec), who were admitted into the body of the Church 
but below the pulpit, and went out wit^ the Catechu- 
mens. 4* Those who remained {(nfvufrafHpoi), who 
were permitted to join in the prayers and psalms» bu^ 
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not to receive the conmronion till their time of penance 
was expired. The length of time during which they 
were to remain in these different states varied according 
to the heinonsness or scandal of the crimes which ihey 
had committed. The whole was seldom less than three 
years — sometimes seven, sometimes ten. In extreme 
cases, the offenders were not reconciled tp the Church 
till the point of death. See Concilii Ancyrani (1314.) 
Canones, 4, 5, 6. 9. Concil. Nicsen. I. Cann. 11, 12, 
13, 14. S. Basil. Cann. 22. 66. 75, &c. 

Page 66. 

* writings of the ancient Fathers] See Tertullian de 
Poenitentid^ especially the ninth Chapter, where he shews 
that confession {e^ofioXoyriffio) is to be expressed not 
by word only, but by humbling the body, in food and 
clothing, by lowering the mind, by tears, and sighs, and 
fastings night and day, by asking the prkyers of others, 
&c. He winds up the chapter with this weighty and 
certain truth, " In quantum non peperceris tibi, in tantum 
tibi Deus, crede, parcet." See also Origen. in Numb. 
Homil. 10. Cyprian de lapsis, &c. 

Page 8£. 

ffT a pretext for defeating every one of them"] How 
different the conduct of the primitive Christians was on 
such occasions maybe seen in the account which Eusebius 
gives of the manner in which Polycarp of Ephesus, 
and Anicetus of Rome, conducted themselves, when 
they could not agree on some point in dispute. Eccles. 

8 
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Hist. V. 24. ** When there hmd been some little con- 
troversy between them, they embraced with the kiss of 
peace ; and, when neither could persuade the other, they 
administered the Eucharist to one another, and sepa- 
rated in peace." 

Page 92. 

« fnartyrdoms ofSS. Ignatius and Polycarp] Extract 
from the former, §. xiii. " For only the greater and 
harder of his holy bones remained : wliich were carried 
to Antioch, and there put up in a case as an inestimable 
treasure." Martyrdom of Polycarp. " We taking up 
his bones more precious than the richest jewels, and ' 
tried above gold, disposed of them where it was fitting." 

Page 98. 

as Ood himself is no respecter of persons'] 2 Chron. 
xix. 7. Rom. ii. 11. Eph. vi. 9. 

Ibid. 

'^^ forbidden his ministers'] Prov. xxiv. 23. James 
ii. 9. 

Ibid. 

'^^ our Lord] Matt, xviii. 17. 

Ibid. 
•» St. Paul] 2 These, iii. 6. ibid. U. 1 Cor. v. 1 1. 

Ibid. 
•« St. James] ii. 2, 3, 4. 
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''^ Ulmsirwtu BiMhcps] Of the seyen BiakagBf nuiiely, 
Bancroft, Archbishop of Canterbury, Ken, Bishop of 
Bath and Welk, Trekwney ci Bristol, Lake of Chiches- 
ter, Turner of Ely, White of Peterlioroi]^^ and IJc^d 
of St. Asaph, who were sent to the Tower by King 
James II., six, that is, aH save Trelawney, were deprived 
of their sees for refusing to take ibe-oath^ to fait'son- 
in-law. 

Page 106. 

T^ abundance of erroneous doctrine'] Matt. xv. 3. 6. 
Mark vii. 7, 8, 9. 

Page 107. 

^® Moses* seat] Matt, xxiii. 2. If it be conaidered 
that this caution directly preceded the severe reproof 
and condemnation which in that chapter is denounced 
against these persons, our Lord's object will more plainly 
appear. 

Page 108. 

^ tythed mint and rue] Matt, xxiii. M. 

Ibid. 
" as my Father] John xx. 21. 

Ibid. 
'^ Whatsoever] Matt, xviii. 18. 

Ibid. 
^ That despiseth] Luke x. 16. « 
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Page 108.' 

* iamlfbith you always] Matt, xxviii. 20. 

• ..'t -..,/!..?■•< Ibid. . 
w igr A^ refUie] Matt, xviii. 17. 

Page 109. 
^ Obeytkem] Heb. xiii. 17. 

Page 112. 
^ founded] Decret. Epist. Clement I. in Titul. Epist. 

Page 113. 

^ Jerome] Comm. in Galat. c. II. " Primum Epis- 
copum Antiochenae Ecclesiae Petrum fuisse accipimus, 
et RoRiam exinde translatum." 

Page 114. 

^ Apostoli sedes] Innocent. Ep. ad Alexandr. An- 
tioch. From Le Quien Oriens Christianus sub tit. An- 
tioch. Ecclesia Antiochena " prima primi Apostoli 
sedes esse monstretur, quseque urbis Romse sedi non 
cederet, nisi quod ilia in transitu meruit, ista susceptum 
et apud se consummatum gaudet." 

Page 115. 
^ Polycrates] Euseb. Eccl. Hist* V. c. 24. 

Ibid. 
^ Irenceus] Ibid. ibid. 
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Page 115* 

» Cyprian'] Ep. ad Pompeium 74. Speaking of Pope 
Stephen, he writes, " magis ac magis ejus errorem de- 
notabis, qui hanredcorum caugam contra Christianos, et 
contra ecclesiam Dei aaaerere conator." 

Page 123. 

M to have excluded themselves] St. Ignatius, the friend 
and disciple of St. John, says, Epist. ad Tral. §. S. that 
without Bishop, Presbyters, and Deacons, there is no 
Church. See also his Epistle to the Church of Smyrna, 
s. viii. where he says, that nothing is to be done in the 
Church without the authority of the Bishop. Irenaeus 
adv. Haeres. III. c. S. and Tertullian ady. Haeres §* ii. 
are sufficient witnesses of the &ct of the Apostolical 
(and therefore divine) appointment of Bishops, in the 
sense in which we receive that word. The thirty-first 
of the Apostolical canons orders every presbyter to be 
deposed, who despises the authority of the Bishop and 
collects a congregation without his sanction. The sixth 
canon of the first Council of Constantinople, which is 
acknowledged by the whole Catholic Church to be the 
second General Council, denounces as heretics those who 
shall o£fend in that maimer, let their profession of faith 
be never so good. See also Concil. Gangr. can. 6. 
Cone. Antioch. can. 5. Cone. Carthag. can. 10. Cone, 
^aod. can. 33. Cone. Constant, diet. 1. et 2. Canones 12, 
13, 14. 65. Such persons were in ridicule styled c£iC£- 
^aXot (headless) because of their refusing to be under 
a Bishop. Nicephori. Etymol. VIII. 
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Page 145. 

09 deprivation of qffice] Heber's Journal, Vol. III. 
p. 463. " Will it be believed that while the R^a kept 
his dominions, Christians were eligible to all difierent 
offices of state, while now, there is an order of govern* 
ment against their being admitted to any employment V* 

Ibid. 

" others like them] Collins, in his history of New 
South Wales, Vol. II • mentions that when a Spanish fleet 
touched at the settlement, where for many years service 
was performed in the open air, the Priest in the fleet 
lifted up his hands in astonishment, and declared that 
had the place belonged to them (Roman Catholics) a 
house for God would have been built before a house for 
man." 

In Cape Town, the capital of one of our most import- 
ant colonies, after a possession, with little interruption, 
of thirty years, neither the bounty of government, nor 
the piety of individuals, has yet availed to provide a 
Church for the members of the Church of England, 
(amounting to between two and three thousand,) who 
with the Governor and chief officers are to be found 
there. The members of our Church are dependent 
upon the kindness of the Dutch for the loan of their 
building : and in Simon's Bay, the naval arsenal of the 
colony, with a population of more than five hundred 
English, part of an old sail-loft is all that can be afforded 
for the worship of the Creator of the world. David's 
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fear was lest his wor^p of Grod should cost him nothing, 
(2 Sam. xxiv. 24.) in the Cape of Good Hope the fear 
of the members of the Chmrch of England seems to be 
of an opposite nature, namely, lest His service should 
cost them any tkmg* 

Page 146. 
** forlUU&ng to marry\ 1 Tim. iv. S. 

Ibid. 
^ commanding to abstain] Ibid. 

Ibid. 
^ sitteth in the Temple of God] 2 Thess. ii. 4. 

Ibid. 
^ blood of the martyrs of Jesus] Rev. xvii. 6. 

Page 147. 
* even as I myself] 1 Cor. vii. 7. 

Ibid. 
» affairs of this Ufe] 2 Tim. ii. 4. 

Ibid. 
'** unmarried careth] 1 Cor. vii. 32. 

Ibid. 
101 eoery jftan Aa^AJ 1 Cor. vii. 7. 
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Page 147. 
1^ all men cannot] Matt. xix. 11« 

Ibid. 

^^ preamble of the law] 2 and S Edward VL cap. SI. 
" that it were better for priests and the ministers of the 
Church to live chaste and without marriage^ and it were 
much to be wished they would of themselves abstain." 
Hume's England, IV. p. SiQ. 

Page 148. ' 

*^ Irenceus'] Adv. Haeres. I. c. 22. " Nubere autem 
et gcnerare a Satana dicunt esse." Ibid. c. 80. ** dwo 
Xaropvivov Kai 'M.apKitavoQ ol KoKovfAiyoi lyKpaniQ dya- 
fiiav iKripv^ayf d^trovvrtQ ri/K dp\cuay nXaaiy rov Btov, 
Kai 4pe/Lta Karriyopovvrti rov dppgv Kai BtiKv iIq ytyttrip 
dydpiaTTWV ircTTOtiyicoroc.** 

Ibid. 
^^^ fasted in his own person] Matt. iv. 2* 

Page 149. 
*^ promise of a blessing] Matt. vi. 18. 

Ibid. 

»^ to the Apostles] 2 Cot. vi. 5. Ibid. xi. «7. I 
Cor. ix. 27. 

Ibid. 

'^ Primitive Church] Tertullian de Jejuniis, c. I9 t. 
Euseb. Eccl. Hist. v. 24. Cyril of Jerusalem Catech. 
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Mystag. xviiL Gregory Nasiaiizeny Orat. 40. Can. 
Apost* 8. Cone. I. Nic. can* 5. Cone* Laod. can« 45. 

Page 149. 

i<* in her injunctions] See the list of the days of list- 
ing and abstinence in the Common Prayer ; also the 
Comminadon Service. 

Ibid. 
110 Iremmis] Adv. Haeres. I. c. 22. " Mnlti autem 
ex iis et ab animalibus abstinent, per fictam hujusmodi 
continentiam seducentes multos: ibid. c. 30. Kai nay \£- 
yofjLtyufy nap* aWovi €fi\lnf\(uv dnfy^v titniyt^avroy dxar 
purrovyrti Tf iravra weiroirfKori OefJ* 

Page 150. 

1" Justin Martyr] Apol. I. §. 26. Edit. Wirceburg. 
" OtOQ kvoixiffdi) Kai dy^piayri trap* vfiwy wq Oeog rcri- 
fjLTiraif 6c dyhpiaQ . . . u\ufy Iwiypaipriy FutfiaiKriy ravrriy 
^ifiwyi. Be^ trayKT^* Koi ff\edoy irayreQ fxey J^afxap^iQ c^C 
Toy TTputToy Oeoy tKuyoy 6/io\oyovyr€Q wpofficvyovffi" 
Ibid. §. 56. " WQ OeoQ yofiiffOriyai Kai dy^piayri wc Tovg 
dWovc Trap* vfxiy Tifuofieyovg QeovQ Tifirfdrjyai,** 

Ibid. 

"* IreniBus] Adv. Haeres. I. 20. " Hie igitur a 
multis quasi Deus glorificatus est, et docuit semetipsum 
esse qui inter Judseos quasi Filius apparuerit, in Samaria 
autem quasi Pater descenderit, in reliquis vero Gentilibus 
quasi Spiritus Sanctus adventaverit." " Esse autem se 
snblimissmiain virtutem, hoc est eum qui sit super omnia 
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Pater • • • • per quam (Helcnam) in initio mente concepit 
Angclot focerc/' — '' a quibus et mundum hunc factum 
dixit." Ibid. 11. 9. " Simone mago prim6 dicente semet- 
ipsum esse super omnia Deum, et mundum ab angelis 
ejus factum." 

Page 1 5ft. 

'^3 Avians and the Catholic Christians'] Mosheim, Eecl. 
Hist. I. 420. 

Ibid. 

^'^ Iconoduli and Iconoclaslai] Mosheim, Eccl. HifU 

II. 262. 

Ibid. 

*** ten years of ElizahetKs reign'] Camden, p. 649, 
cited by Hume, V. 264. 

Ibid. 

"* hy virtue of an act] 27 Eliz. capt I. 

Page 153. 
"^ godly fact] See Hume, IV. 820. 

Ibid. 
*^® traitor Sf murderer Sf and Papists] Hume, VI. 16. 

Ibid. 

i>® Sir Thomas More and the Bishop of Rochester] 
They were put to death for no other reason but refusing 
to acknowledge the King's Spiritual Supremacy. 
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Page US. 

ISO Calvin punished] Rolt's lives of the Reformers, 
p. 199. and the authorities there cited. 

Ibid. 

»i Edward VI. did so in England] Hume, IV. 849, 
350. 

Ibid. 

« 

"* Archbishop Sharpe] " All the Covenanters in their 
books and sermons praised and recommended the assas- 
sination of their enemies.*' Hume, VIII. 112. 

Ibid. 
*** Anabaptists] Mosheim, Eccl. Hist IV. 432, &c. 

Page 158. 
"* olject avowed] Burnet, Part II. Book iii. p. 611. 



TH£ END. 
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